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Letter of Commendation 


My pear Dr. CAMERON: 


Your kind note with the paper, “ Will the Church 
Pass Through the Tribulation?” arrived last Sunday, Oc- 
tober 13th, when I was still laid up in bed with another 
severe attack of influenza. I think it is very excellent and 
trust it will induce some who have, perhaps, without suffi- 
cient thought, accepted the opposite view, to reconsider their 
position. 

It seems to me to set forth very clearly (1) The unrea- 
sonableness of separating and detaching the teaching of the 
Apostles on the great and blessed theme of the Lord’s 
Coming from that of our Lord Jesus Christ Himself. 
(2) The unlikelihood and untimableness of the view that 
the Lord spoke to the disciples in Matthew 24, not as 
representatives of the Church—the new called out body of 
which they formed the nucleus—but of the Jewish nation, or 
of “a remnant” of the Jews different from “ The remnant 
according to the election of grace,’ which, as is clearly 
shown, forms part of the Church. (3) It shows clearly that 
the teaching, based by some, on the supposed difference as 
to time on the words Parousia, Epiphaneia and Apokalypsis, 
has no basis in fact. (4) I am glad that among many other 
good things in the paper, the difference between the Tribula- 
tion which is in natural sequence (if one may use the expres- 
sion), the culmination of this present evil age, which, as the 
Lord foretold, would be characterized by Tribulation for the 
godly and faithful, and the judgments of God which will be 
poured out in wrath in “ the end,” which cannot and will not 
touch His own redeemed people. These are only hasty, per- 
sonal lines to express to you my appreciation of the paper 
which I am now returning. 

When published, I shall be very glad if you send me 
twenty-five copies, which I will place direct in good hands. 
I think it would be well if you could send direct, by post, a 
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copy to each of the members of “ ‘The Prophetic Investiga- 
tion Society.” You probably have the list of the members 
with their addresses. If not, I can send it to you. Enclosed 
please find ten dollars which I happen to have by me toward 
the cost of publication. 
With very high esteem and season greetings, I am, 
Yours sincerely in Christ, 


D. BARON. 
Northfield, 


Charley Wood, 
Hertfordshire, Eng. 


Introduction 


Lord has been the subject of many very able 

articles and books. This new interest has 
forced a great many earnest students to restudy 
the whole subject with the result that they find 
theories commonly accepted by earnest Christians 
for many years do not adequately represent the 
New Testament teachings. We who have accepted 
the premillennial view of this subject have, 
through absorption in certain transcendent and 
supernatural aspects of the kingdom and its com- 
ing, too often lost sight of its immediate appeal to 
conscience and its place in the living experience of 
a redeemed people. We have not adequately 
brought together the message of the kingdom and 
the things that are real in history and progress. 
Two things have been especially responsible for 
this lack. First, we have failed to fully appreciate 
the real significance of the New Testament con- 
ception of “ The Kingdom of Heaven” or “ The 
Kingdom of God.” Second, our thought has been 
dominated by a false theory which led us to a 
wrong approach to the New Testament and a 
misplaced emphasis in our teaching of the second 
coming. ‘This theory is popularly known as “ The 
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Any Moment Theory” and is dealt with by Dr. 
Cameron in this book. His statement is clear and 
logical and is backed at every point by the New 
Testament. 

This brief study does two things. First, it an- 
swers the claims of very earnest Christian breth- 
ren who have been led to a rather dangerous 
method of exegesis in their endeavour to interpret 
the New Testament consistently with their theory. 

In the second place it conclusively answers the 
claims of the critical school which says that Jesus 
and His disciples fully expected that He should 
come again in their own lifetime, but that they 
were mistaken and disappointed. Jesus did defi- 
nitely teach that the kingdom of heaven came upon 
them in that day and that its powers were mani- 
fested. That, however, is a very different thing 
from the consummation of the age and the estab- 
lishment of His reign upon earth, which are repre- 
sented by the harvest crisis in His parables. 

The failure to think these two things in their 
order has been largely responsible for many of the 
mistakes made in the interpretation of this vitally 
important subject. One of the things that has 
stood in the way of men seeing these two aspects 
of the Kingdom truth is “ The Any Moment The- 
ory,” and anything that helps men to see the truth 
on that subject prepares the way for a more thor- 
ough and more comprehensive statement of the 
premillennial view. ‘There are many who feel that 
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the day for such a statement has come, but many 
more seem loath to part from the creations of 
other days. 

The truth of the coming again of our Lord is 
revealed and unchangeable. Our theories of the 
fact are not inspired and we ought not to be sur- 
prised to find that in some details they do not fully 
express the whole truth. To discover this and to 
give up our theories is not to give up the truth, but 
to come into a fuller and a richer appreciation of 
the truth. 

Personally I have been forced to give up many 
details of the premillennial theory as I held it in 
former years, but the fact of the coming of Jesus 
Christ as the great and blessed hope of the Church 
and the only hope for world redemption was never 
so gloriously rich in meaning to me as it is at this 
moment. 

I hope that this book will materially help to clear 
the way for a strong, constructive premillennial 
statement of the urgency, immediacy and impel- 
ling challenge of the Kingdom of God as an ex- 
pression of the inevitable triumph of God’s will in 
a process of redemption that consummates this age 
in the coming of the Lord from heaven. 


Joun Murpock MacInnis. 


Preface 


NOR many years I have been hoping that 


some competent person would make a com- 
plete induction of all the Scriptures and 
facts bearing on the Lord’s Second Coming. 

This has been greatly needed in order to coun- 
teract much of the modern teachings that have 
repelled conservative and scholarly men from in- 
vestigating this question, that have marred mis- 
sionary zeal and have wrongly divided the word of 
truth so that believers of this dispensation have 
been deprived of much of their inheritance in the 
Bible. It is written that “all Scripture is God- 
breathed and profitable,” and also that “ whatso- 
ever things were written aforetime, were written 
for our learning,” but modern writers on prophecy 
have given a practical denial to these statements. 
In this volume it is assumed that the Lord Jesus 
will surely return to this world again (Acts 1: 10, 
11). 

Fragments of time have been taken from a busy 
life to write the following pages and this will ac- 
count for a few apparent repetitions. I am under 
obligations to Dr. W. J. Erdman who has given 
me many helpful suggestions. 


Confident that what is taught here is according 
II 
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to the Word of God, and trusting its teachings to 
His mercy and guidance, the volume is now sent 
forth on its errand of grace and truth. 


ba 
“ Watchword and Truth” Office, 
Seattle, Washington. 


Il. 
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I 
GENERAL OBSERVATIONS 


NTIL three hundred years after Christ, 
the literature that has come down to us 
shows that nearly all Christians believed 

in the premillennial and personal Return of our 

Lord. He would Return to inaugurate His King- 

dom and not wait in heaven until the Church had 

prepared the Kingdom for Him. At the time of 

Origen, the system of allegorical interpretation 

was introduced and he rejected the hope of 

Christ’s coming to reign a thousand years, because 

such teaching did not agree with his opinions. 

Since that time, those who postpone the Advent 

until after the millennium have been many, but 

they have never agreed in their arrangement of 
coming events. On the other hand, those who have 
believed that the coming of Christ is the one 
blessed hope of the Church, and that He will come 
to inaugurate His Kingdom and reign, were of one 
mind until nearly ninety years ago. At that time, 

a new belief—a view never heard of before— 

came into being in Britain and has steadily spread 

over the whole of Christendom. ‘That view, at 
first, took the form of a Secret Coming for the 
15 
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Church and, at an indefinite time afterwards, a 
glorious manifestation, with the Church. The 
secret part of this teaching has largely disap- 
peared, especially since its direct opposition to 
Scripture was so forcefully exposed by the late 
Dr. Bullinger. 

Dr. Rendel Harris, when dedicating a monu- 
ment, erected in Plymouth, England, in honour of 
the late S. P. Tregelles, LL. D., declared that he 
was the greatest Biblical scholar of the nineteenth 
century in the British Empire. Dr. Tregelles, in 
his book ‘‘ The Hope of Christ’s Second Advent,” 
says: “I am not aware that there was any definite 
teaching that there would be a secret rapture of 
the Church at a secret coming, until this was given 
forth as an utterance in Mr. Irving’s church from 
what was there received as being the voice of the 
Spirit. But whether any one ever asserted such a 
thing or not, it was from that supposed revelation 
that the modern doctrine and the modern phrase- 
ology respecting it arose. Jt came, not from Holy 
Scripture, but from that which falsely pretended 
to be the Spirit of God; whilst not owning the 
true doctrine of our Lord’s incarnation in the same 
flesh and blood as His brethren but without taint 
of sin.”* (Italics mine.) a 

The Coming for; and the Coming with, the 
saints, still persists, although it involves a manifest 
contradiction, viz., two Second Comings, which is 

* Narrative of Facts. By Baxter 
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an absurdity. Where the Church will be during 
the interval between the “ Coming for” and the 
“ Coming with,” no one seems to have ventured to 
say. Nor are they agreed as to the length of time 
which will elapse during this interval. Some have 
taught that it will be three and a half years, the last 
half of Daniel’s week, some, the whole seven years 
of that week, and some, seventy years, while others 
have ventured to suggest an indefinite period. 
Again, those holding this view are not agreed as to 
whether all, or only some, of the saints are to be 
“caught up” at the Advent. Some limit it to 
“the overcomers,” some to “the prepared ones,” 
and others to the “ waiting and watching ones ”»— 
the remaining portion of believers will be allowed 
to go through the Tribulation as a chastisement for 
unfaithfulness and as a means of purifying and 
fitting them for heaven. It does not seem to occur 
to these brethren that those who are alive at the 
Advent, and who are not “ waiting,’ or “ pre- 
pared,” are only samples of many millions who, in 
past centuries, have died, and who were equally 
deserving of this chastisement in order to purifica- 
tion. Will these unprepared believers be raised 
in the flesh, so that they also may be purified by the 
sorrows of the great Tribulation? Or, do they 
believe in some papal purgatory to effect the 
change? But, if not raised, that they should ex- 
perience the woes of the Tribulation, why should 
others, in the same condition of spiritual apathy, 
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because living at that future day, be compelled to 
pass through that great trial? 

However, this extra-scriptural theory leaves 
room to account for the presence of some saints 
who are most surely mentioned as having been on 
earth during the day of the Antichrist in tribula- 
tion under his persecution (Rev. 7:14, and 
chapters 13-14). If some saints pass through the 
T ‘Tribulation, why may not all saints have the 

/ /honour of witnessing for Christ at that hour of 
“the-triufiph of Satan and the Rvine Tribulation? 
It must always be remembered, “the path of sor- 
row, and that path alone, leads to the land where 
sorrow is unknown.” ‘Through “ much tribula- 
tion” all must enter into the Kingdom of God 
(John 16: 32; Acts 14:22). Everywhere in the 
New Testament it is taught that to suffer for 
Christ is one of the highest honours Christians can 
have bestowed upon them. A desire to shirk suf- 
fering for Christ is a sign of degeneracy. At the 
close of this dispensation, it will still be counted an 
honour to suffer shame for our adorable Lord. 

There are others who hold, with the Scriptures, 
that “they who are Christ’s at His Coming” 
(1 Cor. 15: 22-23), all the saints—whether 
“watching and waiting” or, otherwise—will be 
raised. But this “ harvest ” of those belonging to 
Christ at His Coming (Matt. 18: 39) “is the end 
of the age.” Then what follows? Some say, 
“The Jewish” age. When the Church is with 
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the Lord, they say that a great proclamation of the 
“Gospel of the Kingdom ” will be made, mostly by 
converted Jews. 

But where is there any mention of a “ Jewish 
age,” or of the conversion of this Jewish company ? 
How long will this supposed age continue? As 
the promised presence of the Lord by the Holy 
Spirit does not extend beyond this present age, 
how will this unnamed company be converted? 
How long will God be without witnesses, after the 
saints are gone, and before the new witnesses will 
be raised up in this unmentioned “ Jewish age” ? 
These are only a few of the unanswered questions 
that arise in connection with this extra-scriptural 
assumption. 

When this new view about Tribulation and Rap- 
ture appeared, it was almost universally rejected 
by thoughtful Bible students, but afterwards it was 
almost universally accepted. In this respect it 
resembled the doctrine of “ evolution ’’—rejected 
at first even as a hypothesis, but afterwards taught 
as a truth; and now, all distinguished scientists 
reject it although it is assumed as true by un- 
scholarly men who take their beliefs at second 
hand. 

The new view was promulgated by Mr. Darby, 
C. H. M., Trotter, Stanley and others, and was 
opposed by B. W. Newton, S. P. Tregelles, F. H. 
White, Geo. Miiller, Dr. Bergen, C. H. Spurgeon 
and others, in Britain. In America, through the 


20 SCRIPTURAL TRUTH 


writings of Mr. Darby and C. H. M., almost every 
premillenarian accepted, without due considera- 
tion, this secret rapture, and this theory of two 
Comings of Christ, and it is still taught by Drs. 
Haldeman, Torrey, Gray and others, while Drs. 
West, Moorehead, Erdman, Stifler, MacInnis and 
Frost, after careful study, had the courage to 
reverse themselves, and they have given their rea- 
sons for the change, from the Word of God. 

We venture to ask two questions: (1) Why did 
all these scholarly and godly men confess their 
mistake and reverse their teachings? It was cer- 
tainly humiliating to their pride although it must 
have been comforting to their consciences. (2) 
If this novel view of pre-tribulation rapture is any- 
where taught in the Scripture, how did it escape 
the scrutiny of so many earnest students for eight- 
een centuries? ‘The doctrine of the Lord’s Re- 
turn, and all kindred truths, occupied the attention 
of the Christian scholars very much during the 
first four centuries, and many of their writings 
have come down to us, but not one of them has 
betrayed any knowledge of the Church escaping 
the Tribulation. All of them, like Augustine, take 
the opposite view. See De Civitate Dei. Com- 
menting on Daniel 7: 25 he says: “‘ He who reads 
this passage, even half-asleep, cannot fail to see 
that the Kingdom of Antichrist shall fiercely, 
though for a short time, assail the Church.” 


II 


COULD CHRIST HAVE, RETURNED 
AT ANY MOMENT? 


OR nearly a century it has been taught by 
many that Christ might have returned at 


any time after He ascended to the throne 
of His Father. This writing is to show that such 
teaching is opposed to the whole of the New Testa- 
ment. 
What are the facts? 


(a) Revelations Recorded in John’s Gospel: 
Chapters 13-17. 

Very important things were said by our Lord in 
that private interview with His disciples just be- 
fore He was betrayed. He knew that He had 
been rejected and would be put to death, and ac- 
cordingly spoke very tenderly of His approaching 
departure. Then He told them that, while He 
was gone, the Father would do for them whatever 
they asked in His name—that great as were the 
works done by Himself, they would be able to do 
still greater works because He had gone to the 
Father. He also promised that, in answer to His 
request, the Father would send another Comforter 


who would abide with them until the Age— 
21 
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(Greek, meaning “ the age to come’’) ; that when 
the Comforter came He would teach them all 
things and bring all things that He had taught to 
their remembrance—that His special work would 
be to bear witness to Christ and that these disciples 
would also join in this testimony. The coming of 
this Comforter, or Paraclete, would be the con- 
viction of the world in respect of sin, righteousness 
and judgment to come. The fact of the Com- 
forter’s presence on earth would be the condemna- 
tion of man and the justification of the claims of 
Christ. He also said there were many things He 
had desired to say to the disciples which they could 
not bear to hear at that time, but these things 
would be made known to them by the coming 
Comforter, who would guide them into all truth 
and would unfold to their understanding things to 
come (John 16: 7-15). 

Now, all these promises looked forward beyond 
His crucifixion, resurrection and ascension, when 
another Advocate would take the place of the 
Lord, who would do all these things for His dis- 
ciples and would remain with them “ to the Age”; 
that is, to the millennial Age of victory and peace 
when Christ would Return to the world and would 
personally reign in righteousness. Some of these 
revelations were by the Holy Spirit through all 
the apostles, some, through the writings of Paul, 
and some, still later, through “ that disciple whom 
Jesus loved.” What came through John was not 
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given to the Church until sixty or sixty-eight years 
after the Ascension of Christ. How absurd then to 
think of Christ coming back at ‘ any moment” 
when all these things must first come to pass, The 
Holy Spirit was to come, He was to convict the 
world, He was to bear witness to Christ, He was 
to tell them things that they could only bear after 
the resurrection and ascension, He was to bring 
to mind the teachings of Jesus which had been for- 
gotten, to show them things to come—in a word, 
He would complete the full orbit of truth as seen 
in the books of the New Testament. And yet, it 
is taught by some that “ Christ could have returned 
at any moment.” Is there anything more absurd 
and unbelievable, with these teachings before us, 
than to say that Christ’s return was “ imminent ” 
from the beginning of His intercessory work in 
heaven? Was the Holy Spirit sent from heaven 
on “a fool’s errand,” to do certain things that 
Jesus Christ might make impossible for Him to do 
by a sudden change in His plan and a sudden 
Return to the world? 


(b) Peter's History and Teaching. 

How can any man believe what the Lord said to 
Peter, and speak of the possibility of the Advent 
at any moment? Christ contrasted Peter’s liberty 
when he was “ young,” with his restraint when 
an old man and said: “When thou shalt be old 
thou shalt stretch forth thy hands, and another 
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shall gird thee, and carry thee where thou wouldst 
not. This spake he, signifying by what manner 
of death he should glorify God.” Asa matter of 
history, Peter was put to death when he was 
“old,” over thirty years after this warning was 
given, and we may reverently say that Christ 
could not have come back, without having contra- 
dicted His own word, until Peter had grown old 
and died! (John 21: 18-19). 

Peter, in his second sermon, is supposed to fa- 
vour the any moment theory. But if Peter spoke 
of his own motion, he would not contradict what 
he knew concerning his own violent death to take 
place when an o/d man. It is evident that Peter 
was deeply conscious that this prediction would be 
fulfilled. In 2 Peter 1:14, he says, “ Knowing 
that shortly I must put off this tabernacle even as 
the Lord Jesus Christ hath shown me.” If, how- 
ever, on the other hand, Peter spoke under the di- 
rect guidance of the Holy Spirit, then it is abso- 
lutely certain that the Spirit of God could not con- 
strict what the Son of God had said. ‘Therefore, 
there could have been no promise in Peter’s ser- 
mon, conditional or unconditional, that Christ 
might be sent back immediately if the Jewish na- 
tion would repent unto forgiveness of sins. In 
that sermon (Acts 8: 19-21) Peter says, “ That 
he may send the Christ, who hath been promised 
for you, even Jesus, whom the heaven must receive 
(must give welcome) until the times of the resti- 
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intion of all things whereof God spake by the 
mouth of his holy prophets.’ Accordingly, until 
the beginning of the restitution of all these things 
promised by the prophets, Christ must remain in 
heaven. These promised events have not yet com- 
menced to be fulfilled, and Christ cannot now Re- 
turn according to God’s revealed plan. 

Still further, stress is laid on the conversion of 
Israel by our “any moment” advocates. They 
say that “ everything is dependent upon the Jews.” 
Very well, then, Christ cannot come now, for Is- 
rael has not yet been converted and forgiven. To 
be consistent, in their interpretation of this ser- 
mon, they must wait for Israel’s conversion in 
order that this conditional promise for the Return 
of Jesus, as the Christ or Messiah of their nation’s 
hope, to be fulfilled. 

As to the length of time which Peter expected 
would elapse before Christ’s return, it is plain that 
he thought it would be an extended period—at any 
rate, zt would not be immediately. He wanted the 
Christians to whom he wrote, after his decease, to 
have in mind always, certain things which he had 
written to them (2 Peter 1:14-15). He also wrote 
of “mockers” who would, in after years, say, 
“ Where is the promise of his coming?’”’ And it 
is only after the lapse of over eighteen cen- 
turies that these unbelievers have, in the com- 
plete form indicated by Peter, been asking these 
irreverent questions—2 Peter 8: 8-4, Accord- 
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ingly, the experience of Peter, as foretold by the 
Lord, and the teaching of Peter, as seen in his 
writings, make the immediate Advent of Christ at 
that time an impossibility. 

It is important also to see that Peter’s writings 
utterly contradict what some claim, viz., that if you 
admit of any event which must precede the coming 
of Christ, then you destroy the power and pre- 
ciousness of the hope. But no New Testament 
writing has so many references to the coming of 
Christ, within such narrow limits, as the writings 
of this Apostle of the circumcision. See 2 Peter 
3: 9-13 and elsewhere in his Epistles. Here, 
Peter looked forward to the “day of the Lord,” 
and perhaps beyond that, as many believe, to the 
“day of God,” and to “new heavens and a new 
earth.” These far-off events were embraced by 
Peter, when he taught that the “long suffering of 
our Lord is salvation” (2 Peter 1: 15-21; 1 Peter 
5:4). No, the wedding does not appear less real 
to the prospective bride because she knows that a 
journey must be completed and a house prepared 
by the bridegroom before that day arrives. | 


(c) The Teaching of the Parables. 

These Parables were given after the Jewish 
leaders had rejected Christ (Matt. 12: 22-45). 
At this time the nation, by its leaders, had com- 
mitted the sin against the Holy Spirit. They were 
so blind that they called good, evil; God, Satan; 
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and nothing more could be done for them. ‘Then 
He turned from them and, entering a boat on the 
sea, He parabolically went out amongst the na- 
tions. By common consent the eight parables 
given in Matthew, chapter thirteen, are intended to 
reveal truths that had not previously been made 
known, concerning the period between the rejec- 
tion of Christ by Israel and His Return to deal 
with both the Church that He was to inaugurate 
and, also, to deal with the sons of Israel by whom 
He had been rejected. His revelations concerning 
what would come to pass during this interval, be- 
tween His Ascension and Advent, are called the 
“mysteries of the Kingdom.” They do not rep- 
resent the “kingdom in mystery,’’ as some have 
falsely taught. It is rather the revelation con- 
cerning the Kingdom, and this revelation, having 
been given, the mystery has ceased. It is the 
Kingdom and its prospects as made known by 
revelation. What is made known in these par- 
ables had not been previously revealed in the 
Scriptures. They are now revealed making 
known the course and crisis of “the Kingdom of 
heaven.” 

For our purpose, it is only necessary to call to 
mind that, during this present period of Israel’s 
blindness, of Christ’s rejection, and of God’s gra- 
cious operation amongst the Gentiles, the Lord 
ceases to speak of His reign as King, but indicates 
that He will become a “ Sower” of seed. The ex- 
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planation given of this seed-sowing is this: “ He 
that soweth the good seed, is the Son of Man, and 
the field is the world; and the good seed, these are 
the Sons of the Kingdom, and the tares are the 
sons of the Evil One, and the enemy that sowed 
them is the devil: and the harvest is the consum- 
mation of the Age. The Son of Man shall send 
forth His angels and they shall gather out of His 
Kingdom all things that cause stumbling and them 
that do iniquity, and shall cast them into the fur- 
nace of fire, and then shall the righteous shine 
forth as the sun in the Kingdom of their Father.” 
As to the tares and wheat He says: “Let both 
grow together until the harvest (the end of the 
Age) and in the time of the harvest, I will say to 
the reapers, ‘ Gather up first the tares—but gather 
the wheat in my barn.’” Here is a long time of 
sowing until the whole world is reached, and dur- 
ing this period the tares and wheat grow side by 
side, until the harvest. In reaping, the tares are 
taken out first, after that, the wheat, and this 1s 
the end of the Age (Matt. 18:39); and, at the 
time of this end, “ the righteous shine forth as the 
sun.” The other six parables harmonize with this 
one, and a long time must elapse before the world 
could be sown; before the tares and wheat (Chris- 
tendom) could mature; before the little mustard 
seed could grow to a large tree; before the leaven 
of evil could spread through the whole meal of 
truth and before the drag net could be filled and 
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the separation made. These parables are being ful- 
filled now, and at the end, the fares will first be 
disposed of, and the wheat, representing true be- 
lievers, remaining on the field until after the dis- 
posal of the tares, will then shine forth as the sun. 
Time, labour, many years of toil, growth and de- 
velopment, in the history of Christendom must 
precede the Advent. 

Then remember that when Jesus went up to 
Jerusalem the last time and the disciples “ sup- 
posed that the Kingdom of God was immediately 
to appear,’’ He “ spake a parable ”’ of the “ noble- 
man’ going into a far country to receive for him- 
self a Kingdom, and to return. Before going, 
talents were given to servants with which they 
were to “trade.” After His departure, after His 
continued absence, and after He had received the 
Kingdom, He returned, rewarded His servants and 
destroyed His enemies. How can one think the 
“imminent” or “any moment” Advent possible, 
when these servants were to have time to trade 
with their talents, and when they knew that the 
Lord would not return until the time came for 
Him to be invested with the dominion, promised, 
both in the Old Testament and in the New? He 
still waits to be brought before the “ Ancient of 
Days” (Dan. 7: 18-14), that He may be in- 
vested with “‘ dominion and glory, and a kingdom 
that all people, nations and languages should serve 
him.” | ; 
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Assuming that all the Parables which represent 
the work to be done during the absence of the 
Lord require much time to fill the conditions in- 
dicated, I mention only the Parable of the talents 
in Matthew 25: 14-380. Here it is distinctly said 
that ‘“‘ after a long time the Lord of those servants 
cometh and maketh a reckoning with them.” 
Now, while no definite period is named, by no 
juggling of words can a “long time” be turned 
into a short time, much less into a moment. By 
virtue of the terms of this Parable, harmonizing 
with the teaching of all other Parables, the “ im- 
minent,” or “any moment” Advent of the Lord 
was an unthinkable possibility. 

The long period of the Church’s witness during 
the absence of Christ, the presence of the Holy 
Spirit, the blindness of Israel, the gathering out 
from the Gentiles of a people for the name of the 
Lord, and during the time occupied by God’s pur- 
pose to complete the “ fullness of the Gentiles,” 
is implied or taught directly in every one of the 
Parables bearing upon this present dispensation. 
If the “imminent” or “ any moment ” teaching is 
true, is it not strange that our Lord left no place 
for its possible occurrence in any Parable? 

Before turning away entirely from a considera- 
tion of our Lord’s teachings in the parables, a 
brief word on the so-called “ judgment of the na- 
tions” (Matt. 25: 31-46), is fitting, because of 
what seems to be a confusion in its interpretation. _ 
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It certainly is impossible to think that this means 
the population of the whole world of Nations at 
the Advent of our Lord. If so, none would be left 
to dwell on the earth during the millennium, after 
all the people were either in the Kingdom, or in 
everlasting punishment. See many Old Testa- 
ment Scriptures that indicate the presence of Na- 
tions during that millennial period (Isa. 2: 2-4 and 
Isa. 62; Zech. 8: 18, 21). The same is taught also 
in the New Testament (Rev. 20: 7-9). Christ is 
to rule all nations with a “ rod of iron” until that 
rod is turned into a shepherd’s crook. Accord- 
ingly there must be nations to be ruled. 

Moreover, the arrangement of the sheep on the 
right hand and the goats on the left, limit the 
number indicated to those who professedly belong 
to the flock of the Chief Shepherd. Only those 
are included who outwardly own “the Son of 
Man” as Shepherd. ‘The heathen, the Moham- 
medans, and those under the Antichrist, are not 
included for they do not even nominally own 
Christ, in this Age while Israel rejects Him. Not 
the tribes of Israel, but the flock of Gentile Chris- 
tendom will be gathered before Him. Each sheep 
and each goat represents an individual and not a 
nation. 

Those who were converted previous to the ap- 
pearing of the Lord, are called the “ Sheep” and 
the name of “ my brethren” also belongs to them. 
It could not be applied to unbelieving Jews 
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(Matt. 12: 49-50). Only the Lord, the angels, 
the sheep and the goats are present at this scene. 
The Hebrew Christians are commended for having 
“ ministered to the Saints,” although they were 
Saints themselves; so, “‘ these my brethren ”’ is said 
of those who are brethren themselves, and not of 
the Jews. 

May it not be that this discourse conforms to the 
mould of all the parables, and represents Christen- 
dom at the end of this Age? Therefore, may not 
Panta ta ethna, translated “all Nations’ here, but 
in other places often translated the Gentiles (2 
Time 4:2 1%: Romi) 112 22-13. (256 Roms tee 
Eph. 3:1), refer to the gentilic condition of 
Christendom at the end? Comparatively few Jews 
will be numbered amongst the professed followers 
of the Lord at the time of the Advent. This fact 
was foreseen by the Lord, and the language used 
does not suggest any application of it to the Jews. 
With this understanding, we have the false and 
the true on the “field” to the end, as taught in 
various parables. Tares and wheat, good fish and 
bad, virgins with, and those without oil in their 
vessels, sheep and goats to the end. In this dis- 
course, since it does refer to Christendom, the 
testing point is whether men have enough grace 
and light in their hearts to discover, to love and 
minister to a brother who is so friendless that he 
is “hungry,” “thirsty,” a “stranger,” “naked,” 
“sick”’ and “in prison.” This seems to strike at 
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the roots of much modern fellowship on the nat- 
ural basis, now becoming so common, and destined 
to increase, instead of on the spiritual basis in 
Christ. So it comes to this: Wherever the Word 
of God is preached and true believers live, men, 
because of the presence of the Word of God and 
of the believer in His Son, come into a relation 
with God that increases their responsibility. Ac- 
cordingly, as elsewhere, saints are rewarded and 
sinners receive punishment at the same time (Rev. 
14: 10-13). The wicked justify themselves, but 
the righteous are justified by God (Luke 16: 15; 
Rom. 8: 33-34). Saints are saved on the ground 
of the Person and work of Christ, ending in His 
death, but the evidence of being saved is love and 
loyalty to regenerated men and women, even when 
reduced to poverty and shame in the eyes of the 
world. Do you love a Christian because he 1s a 
Christian, and in spite of persecution and poverty, 
so that you seek his fellowship beyond the most 
refined and exalted rejecter of Christ? That is the 
decisive test of reality in the professing Christian 
in that day of final settlement from which there 
is no appeal. 

In this connection two things should be ob- 
served: (1) Most of the “ any moment” men be- 
lieve that the Church began with the day of Pente- 
cost; (2) all of them believe that when the Lord 
comes, He will gather a number so great that no 
man can number them, “ out of every nation and 
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all tribes and people and tongues.” Now, how 


could such a vast number (leaving out all believers 
previous to Pentecost), be gathered from every 
quarter of the globe, and taken “out of all na- 
tions, and kindreds, and people and tongues,” be 
reached by the Gospel and saved, so that Christ 
could Return at “any moment” after His Ascen- 
sion? Could they be reached within the period of 
one century? Alas, many centuries have passed 
and the full number has not yet been saved, and 
“all nations, and peoples, and kindreds, and 
tongues” have not yet been reached by the gospel 
of God’s grace. The thing is absurd! 

The latest attempt to defend this novel theory 
is that the “ imminent” hope was not given until 
“the mystery of the one Body ” was made known 
by Paul (Eph. 8: 2-11). But there is so much 
less said about the coming of the Lord in Ephe- 
sians and in the other prison Epistles than is 
said in the earlier Epistles (see Thessalonians), 
that modern rationalists say Paul changed his 
views and gave up that hope. If Paul had such 
a revelation, he surely kept it to himself. No such 
revelation of an “any moment” Advent can be 
found in these Epistles. Will some one rise and 
tell where, when and by whom, this “any mo- 
ment” Advent was given? And then will they 
please tell us where the record of this revelation 
can be found? And then please tell us why no 
Christian, during eighteen centuries, made this dis- 
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covery? And then please explain also, why 
women, confessedly under the influence of de- 
mons, and speaking “in tongues,” in London, in 
the early part of the nineteenth century, were the 
first to make it known? Unless this aspect of the 
blessed Hope was given by these women, then it 
has never been given. It is a groundless assump- 
tion. 


(d) Between Resurrection and Ascension. 

Let us consider some revelations given during 
the closing hours of our Lord’s ministry. After 
His resurrection, anticipating His departure, and 
wishing to give directions that would guide the 
Apostles and all subsequent Christians in their 
work during His absence, He gave instructions 
that are recorded in the three synoptic Gospels. 

In Matthew, chapter 28: 19-20, we have what 
is called “The Great Commission” or “ The 
Church’s Marching Orders.” The Lord first de- 
clares that “all authority ”—(all goings forth) 
—had been given unto Him. ‘Then, as the foun- 
tain and head of all activity He says, “Go ye 
therefore and make disciples of all nations, bap- 
tizing them,” etc. Of course, the making of dis- 
ciples and their baptism included only those of all 
nations who were willing to become disciples or 
learners. | 

In this commission there are four important 
alls: 
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(1) All power or authority was now in the 
hands of the crucified and risen Christ; (2) dis- 
ciples were to be made from all nations; (3) these 
disciples were to be taught all the commandments 
that were given to the Apostles by the Lord; and 
(4) Christ would be with those who took the mes- 
sage to the people of every nation, always and all 
the days—until the end of the Age. Now there 
are two things to be carefully considered here. 
The first is this: Such a comprehensive command 
and promise covering all nations during a whole 
age or dispensation meant a long period for its 
fulfillment, and could not possibly be conceived of 
as terminating at an early date, much less at any 
moment. ‘The second great fact is this: Christ has 
clearly defined what He means by “ the end of the’ 
age.” “The end of the age”’ is not an ambiguous 
or uncertain term. Inthe Parable of the tares and 
the wheat it is fixed as a definite time. ‘“ The 
Harvest is the end of the age.” The harvest is the 
time when the holy angels are sent forth to sepa- 
rate the true from the nominal believers in Chris- 
tendom. The wheat and tares “ grow together un- 
til’ the time of this separation (Matt. 13: 37-40 
and 49-50). Now could our Lord promise to be 
with His disciples “ until the end of the Age” if 
they were to be caught up before “ the end of the 
Age” had come? Both grow together until the 
end. The wheat is not removed before the tares, 
but the tares are gathered first, and then the wheat, 
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and this gathering 1s “the end of the Age” and 
the end of man’s day of evil. 

There will be neither tares nor wheat after that 
end. The wheat will be in the heavenly sphere of 
the Kingdom of God and the tares will be taken 
entirely out of the earthly sphere of the Kingdom 
of God, and cast into the fire. 

This is so conclusive that some advocates of the 
“any moment” theory have maintained that this 
parable has reference to the next dispensation, but 
the next dispensation is the Millennium, and this 
parable cannot possibly apply to that Age, for 
Satan will then be bound and no one can be found 
to sow tares in the midst of the wheat. 

To get rid of the force of this Command and 
Promise for evangelizing all nations, it has been 
assumed, without the slightest reason, that an un- 
named Jewish company, converted after the 
Church had been taken away, and before the pe- 
riod of the Millennium, but during an unpromised 
“Jewish Age,” will go to all the Nations and 
preach the Gospel of the Kingdom. But the Word 
of God is silent about such a Jewish company, and 
about such a Gospel of the Kingdom, or about such 
a “Jewish Age.” There is “ This Age and the 
Age to come,” but there is no Age ever hinted at as 
coming in between these two Ages. 

In Mark 16: 15 the record says that the Lord, 
after resurrection and before Ascension, said, “‘ Go 
ye into all the world and preach the gospel to the 
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whole creation” (Greek). Doubtless this included 
the whole living world of men, for the good mes- 
sage was for the whole race (and also for the uni- 
verse in which they lived). The Commission had 
a world-wide aspect (Col. 1:23, “whole crea- 
tion’), and the twenty centuries that have passed 
have not sufficed for its entire fulfillment. 

In Luke 24: 46-49 we have a full account of the 
Lord’s interview with the disciples after His resur- 
rection. Here He explains the necessity of His 
suffering, death and resurrection, and then, on this 
foundation, He declares that repentance and re- 
mission of sins should be preached among all Na- 
tions in His name. A change of mind and of 
affection towards the rejected and crucified Lord, 
leading to faith in His name, would insure for- 
giveness. ‘The one who believed would have for- 
giveness and would have the Word of God for it. 
The words, “all nations,” “all the world,” “ the 
whole creation,” suggests a great undertaking, re- 
quiring many years of toil for the disciples, during 
the absence of the Lord. There is no chance for 
expecting the Lord to return during the lifetime 
of these Apostles. 

So much for the command and instructions as 
they are recorded in the Gospels. But we have 
special promises made before the Lord left the 
world. In undertaking these large duties He re- 
called the promise of the Father and commanded 
them not to leave Jerusalem until it was fulfilled 
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and also, until they should be “ endued with power 
from on high” (Luke 24:49; Acts 1:4). It is 
recorded that He lifted up His hands in solemn 
blessing at Bethany and, in that act, He “ was 
parted from them and was carried up into heaven.” 
Realizing the greatness and difficulties of the task 
committed to them, and also the weakness of the 
men to whom it was entrusted, He wished them 
to understand the divine power that would be at 
their command and to tarry until it came into their 
possession. Now, can it be possible that Christ 
might have come before the Father’s promise had 
been fulfilled, before they were endued with 
power, before their stay in Jerusalem was long 
enough to fulfill the command to “tarry”? For 
remember the theory so vociferously advocated is 
that Christ might have returned any moment after 
His ascension to the right hand of the Father. 
Again, the disciples asked the Lord if it was His 
purpose to restore the Kingdom—the world-do- 
minion—to Israel at that time. They seemed to 
have before their mind the necessity of divine 
power to effect that restoration. He then declares 
to them that the evangelization of the world, which 
had already been repeatedly committed to their 
hands, would also require divine power, and so 
they were to “wait for the promise of the Fa- 
ther,” wait for “the baptism of the Holy Spirit” 
and “for power” that would come upon them 
when the Holy Spirit had descended. After all 
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these things had been realized they would be wit- 
nesses unto Him “both in Jerusalem, and in all 
Judea and in Samaria, and to the uttermost part 
of the earth.” AH this was to be accomplished 
with Jerusalem as the centre and the utmost 
bounds of the earth as a circumference, and yet 
they say that Christ might have returned “ at any 
moment!” Can anything be more incredible 
(Acts 1: 4-8)? 

When this conversation was finished, Christ was 
“taken up” and, as their eyes followed His As- 
cension, “two men in white” said: ‘‘ This same 
Jesus shall so come in like manner.” Then these 
disciples, in full obedience, went to Jerusalem, en- 
tered the upper room, and continued in prayer— 
for what? for the immediate Return of the Lord? 
Never! For the fulfillment of the Father’s prom- 
ise, for the baptism of the Spirit, for the power 
from on high, and for the coming of power when 
the Holy Spirit came upon them, and then for 
light, for guidance and for help to overtake the 
world-wide responsibility laid upon them. They 
waited in prayer until the day of Pentecost had 
fully come, when they were all filled with the Holy 
Spirit and then—did they pray for the immediate 
Return? No, they began their preaching and wit- 
ness-bearing, which was to continue until the 
whole world was reached and this Age had come to 
its end. God had condemned the world by justify- 
ing the claims of His Son and, through these wit- 
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nesses, the forgiveness of the sins of the con- 
demned world was to be freely offered to all who 
would repent, that is, revise their judgment con- 
cerning Jesus and accept Him as Saviour, follow 
Him as Example and Teacher and serve Him as 
Lord. 


(e) Paul’s Experience and Teaching. 

Paul evidently did not expect the Lord to come 
during his lifetime. 

(1) He wrote to Timothy just before his 
martyrdom and said, “I am already being offered 
up (poured out as the final act of a sacrifice) and 
the time of my departure has come” (2 Tim. 
4: 6-8). Evidently then he did not expect the 
Return of the Lord before his death, but looked 
forward to a future period, to the “ appearing ”’ 
after his death, when the Lord, “the righteous 
judge,” would give to him and to other believers 
“the crown of righteousness.” This crowning of 
the kingly Paul would occur in the future at the 
Return of Christ. 

(2) Therefore, Paul did not believe that Christ 
might come at ‘any moment ” during is ministry. 
In writing to the Church at Rome he speaks of a 
visit he proposed making to Jerusalem, and then 
to Rome, and after that to Spain (Rom. 15: 22- 
25, and 30-31). If he had any thought of Christ 
coming immediately, could he have written this? 
Nor did he or any other of the early believers say 


42 SCRIPTURAL TRUTH 


as some do at the present day, “ If the Lord tarry.” 
In the same strain he writes of the alternative of 
departing to be with Christ or to be liberated and 
pay a visit to the Philippians, but no mention is 
made of the possibility of the Coming of the Lord 
to destroy both alternatives. _ 

(3) It is sometimes thoughtlessly said that Paul 
expected to be alive when the Lord came back, be- 
cause he wrote in 1 Thessalonians 4:17, “we 
which are alive and remain unto the coming of the 
Lord;” but the “ we” is used here in a corporate 
sense. In thought, the apostle identifies himself 
with the whole body of believers, some of whom 
will be dead, and some alive, when that day comes. 
Hence, in the same way, Paul identifies himself 
with dead saints, to be raised. He writes in 2 
Corinthians 4: 14 thus, “ He that raised up the 
Lord Jesus shall raise us up also and shall present 
us with you.” Our Lord expressed the same 
thought in John 11: 25-26, where He says: “ He 
that believeth on me, though he die, yet shall he 
live again; and whosoever liveth (is alive) and be- 
lieveth on me, shall never die.” Paul identifies 
himself with both the living and the dead saints 
at the Return and the Rapture. Accordingly, 
“We that are alive and remain” is an expression 
that might be used by the Church at any time in 
its whole career. It has nothing to do with an 
individual expectancy, but is the language of a 
corporate hope. ‘ We shall not all sleep (die), 
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but we shall all be changed,” places those who 
have died and those who are alive on the same 
level with respect to the change into the likeness 
of the Lord at the Advent—they form the one 
body with which the writer identifies himself, 
whether living or dead. 

It evidently was not the purpose of the Father 
to send the Son back to the earth until after Paul’s 
death, and it is just as evident that Paul did not 
expect to be translated, but to die, and he did die. 
In fact, there was no time when Paul could have 
thought that the Advent was in the near future, 
as we shall see: 

(1) At Paul’s conversion and baptism he was 
told that he was to bear the name of Christ “ be- 
fore Gentiles, and kings and the children of Is- 
rael” (Acts 9: 15-15). He was also told by the 
Lord that he would be shown “ how many things 
he must suffer” for the sake of the Name of 
Christ. Now, if Paul was to labour amongst 
Gentiles, to appear before Kings, to preach the 
Gospel to the Jewish people, and in doing this 
“ suffer many things,” it is utterly impossible that 
Christ should come in the immediate future; and, 
unless he had lost his mental balance, it was 
equally impossible that Paul could look for Christ 
to come at “any moment.” But he patiently and 
perseveringly fulfilled all these things, died as a 
martyr, looking for a future and distant Advent 
for his reward. He is still waiting for, and, like 
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his Lord, “ expecting,” the glorious day when his 
crown shall be given to him. 

(2) At the beginning of Paul’s ministry there 
was evidently no thought in his mind of the im- 
mediate Return of Christ. See Acts 11: 25-26. 
Everything was deliberate and “ even for a whole 
year,” at Antioch, he and Barnabas were “ gath- 
ered together with the Church and taught much 
people.” Here was deliberation both on the part 
of the Lord and on the part of the Apostles in 
beginning the world-wide mission before them. 
Evidently the hour for the Return of the Lord to 
terminate the work had not come—in fact, only a 
very small aspect of its beginning had been made. 

(3) See Acts 18: 1-3 and 14:27. Here you 
have an account of both the beginning and the end 
of Paul’s first missionary journey. Remember, it 
is expressly stated that this mission to the Gen- 
tiles was according to the determination of the 
Holy Spirit, who said: “Separate me Barnabas 
and Saul for the work whereunto I have called 
them” (Acts 13:2). Can any reverent Christian 
believe that the Holy Spirit would call, send, and 
work mightily with these missionaries, when he 
knew that Christ might come at “ any moment” 
and break up the journey and the work? And yet 
some men write as if they did believe that absurd- 
ity. 
(4) A very important meeting of the Apostles 
and elders was held in Jerusalem about twenty 
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years after the Ascension of the Lord. At this 
meeting James declared that God was visiting “ the 
Gentiles to take out of them a people for His 
Name,” and, after this, the Lord would “ return ” 
to Israel and “ build again the tabernacle of Da- 
vid” (Acts 15: 14-17). From this statement by 
James, under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, the 
time for the Return was contingent upon the com- 
pletion of this work, to gather out the full number 
of Gentile believers. Was it possible for the 
Apostles at that time to think of the Advent as 
“imminent,” or liable to occur at “ any moment,” 
when such a great work was scarcely begun? 

(5) Accordingly, Paul and Barnabas set out on 
their second missionary journey (Acts 15: 26). 
After visiting in cities previously evangelized, the 
Spirit closed doors in Asia and sent them over to 
Europe where the great world-wide work opened 
in earnest. During this missionary journey many 
became believers, were baptized and were formed 
into Churches. Amongst others was the Church of 
Thessalonica to whom Paul afterwards wrote his 
two Epistles, which are probably the earliest of all 
the writings of the New Testament. In these let- 
ters the Coming of Christ, the resurrection of the 
dead saints, the change of the living, and the rap- 
ture of both, to meet the Lord in the air, the de- 
velopment of the Man of Sin, the Tribulation and 
the wrath following in the day of the Lord, were 
all fully revealed. Evidently these were parts of 
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the “all things” and “all truth ” which the Holy 
Spirit was to make known when He came. And 
surely the Lord did not intend to come until these 
truths were revealed and these Churches were 
planted amongst the Gentiles. 

(6) On this missionary journey Paul came to 
Corinth (Acts 18: 1). Here, being opposed by the 
Jews, he turned to the Gentiles, “and the Lord 
said to Paul in the night, by a vision, Be not 
afraid, but speak and hold not thy peace: for I 
am with thee and no man shall set on thee to hurt 
thee, for I have much people in this city’ (Acts 
18: 9-10). Paul dwelt there for a year and a 
half, and during all that time it was impossible for 
him to be expecting the Lord to Return at any 
moment without denying the message that came to 
him in the night, by a vision. It is also very no- 
ticeable that when the Apostle took leave of the 
brethren he promised to “ return again if the Lord 
will”? (Acts 18: 20-21). He did not say, as so 
many say now, “if the Lord tarry.” He knew 
that He would not tarry, and there was too much 
work before his heart and mind, and too many 
people yet to be saved for him to expect Christ to 
return immediately. 

(7) Then came the third missionary journey, 
the narrative beginning at the twenty-third verse 
of Acts, chapter eighteen, and ending with the last 
chapter of the Acts. It extended over a period of 
nine years or more. It was during this period that 
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Paul had his wonderful ministry at Ephesus for 
three years. Afterwards, on his way to Jerusalem, 
he called to him the elders of the church of Ephe- 
sus at Miletus, and there he gave them that touch- 
ing address recorded in Acts 20: 18-35. He told 
these elders that after his departure “ grievous 
wolves would enter in,” and, from “amongst them- 
selves,’ men would speak “perverse things” 
(Acts 20: 29-80). He did not tell them to watch 
for the Lord to come, but to watch against 
“grievous wolves”’ and false teachers. Paul did 
not expect the Lord to come at that time, nor could 
these Ephesian believers entertain any such hope 
after having received these definite instructions 
from the great Apostle concerning devouring 
wolves and destructive teachers. 

(8) When Paul was ending his ministry at 
Ephesus “he purposed in spirit to go to Jeru- 
salem”’ saying, “after I have been there I must 
also see Rome.” He did not say “if the Lord 
tarry ”; he seemed to know that Rome was his ob- 
jective and to that city he must go. It was the 
Lord’s arrangement for him and he could not have 
expected the Advent at that time. When Paul 
reached Jerusalem he suffered many things of the 
Jews, and the night after his arrival he was nearly 
“torn. to pieces” (Acts 23: 10-11), but “the 
Lord stood by him and said, Be of good cheer: 
for as thou hast testified concerning me at Jeru- 
salem so must thou bear witness also at Rome.” 
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Did the Lord know what was before Paul, and did 
the Apostle believe what he was told? If so, how 
dare any one say that Paul expected the Advent or 
that Christ might have returned at “ any moment ”’ 
between that hour and the end of the journey to 
Rome? 

(9) Again (Acts 27: 21-26) we find Paul on 
his perilous journey towards Rome, and he had a 
vision to cheer him at the time when all hope of a 
safe landing at Rome had been given up. “ An 
angel of the Lord”’ said, “ Fear not, Paul, thou 
must stand before Czesar.’”” Here were the perils 
of the sea, the landing upon an island and other 
events which must come to pass before the Apostle 
had reached Rome, and to that city he must go and 
bear witness before the Emperor while the Lord 
still remained in heaven. Of course Paul knew 
that Christ could not, and would not come until, 
in the Imperial city, he bore his witness before the 
Emperor. ‘That was the definite goal set before 
the Apostle’s mind by the blessed Lord Himself. 

(10) And remember it took some time to reach 
the Imperial city. After testifying before kings 
and governors, and after two years of imprison- 
ment at Czesarea, and after the long delay of a 
perilous journey and a shipwreck, and after three 
months spent in Melita, Paul reached Rome, and 
there “ he abode two years in his own hired house 
and received all that came unto him, preaching the 
kingdom of God and teaching the things concern- 
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ing the Lord Jesus Christ.” Surely, during all 
these years, from the day of Paul’s separation to 
preach to the Gentiles, God did not intend to send 
His Son from heaven, in the midst of the jour- 
neys, in the midst of the great work and the many 
sufferings of the Apostle. How absurd to teach 
that Christ could have come at any moment “ after 
His session at the right hand of the Father.” 
Either the Lord was deceiving Paul or He had no 
thought of an immediate return to this world 
again at that time. He could not deceive and 
therefore He did not think of coming at that time. 

(11) Once more Paul had all sorts of opposi- 
tion, persecution, suffering and imprisonment dur- 
ing his ministry and during the years when he was 
writing to the various Churches. Now is it not 
very remarkable that if he believed Christ might 
return at any moment, that he did not, even once, 
mention it in any of these letters? Is it not still 
more astonishing that he never mentioned the pos- 
sibility of the Lord coming to deliver him out of 
prison and out of the hand of his enemies? Such 
a hope, if hope of that kind he had, must have 
found expression in some way. Why did he not 
cheer up the Churches to whom he wrote out of the 
darkness and confinement of the prisons, by telling 
them that the Advent might terminate his suffer- 
ings and their sorrows any day? If he had any 
such thoughts, why do they not appear in these 
letters? It was surely because he did not look for 
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the “imminent” coming of the Lord. He had 
been too well instructed by the Prince of teachers 
that he did not make such a glaring mistake. Had 
any such expression been found in his writings, 
how our infidel rationalists and destructive critics 
would have proclaimed the mistake of Paul! 
Thank God! he did not so write or speak. 

(12) This is made still more certain when we 
turn to the Epistles to Timothy. In the First 
Epistle, Paul speaks of the “latter times,” and in 
the Second Epistle he has in mind a long time in 
the future, still farther away, before the “last 
days’ would come to an end. The characteristics 
of the “latter times ”’ have only recently come to 
pass (1 Tim. 4: 1-3). But the characteristics of 
the “last days,” when “grievous times shall 
come” are only seen to be heaving into sight at 
this present hour (2 Tim. 3: 1-5). When it is re- 
membered that Paul was writing as moved by the 
Holy Spirit, and with eternity in view, it is im- 
possible to think that the Coming of the Lord and 
the end of the Age were events that, in his mind, 
were to come to pass immediately. And the more 
than eighteen centuries that have already gone by, 
have confirmed the predictions and the true ex- 
pectation of the Apostle. 

(13) We ought not to omit what was ‘told to 
Paul on his last journey to Jerusalem, by prophets 
and by those who spoke under the guidance of the 
Holy Spirit. Prophets came to Antioch during the 
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days of persecution and “ signified by the Spirit 
that there should be a great famine all over the 
inhabited world” (Acts 11:28). The Holy 
Spirit would not inspire the prophets of God to 
predict any event as surely to come to pass, when 
He knew that Christ might come “at any mo- 
ment’? and upset the prediction. It is recorded 
that Paul was told by the Holy Spirit on his jour- 
ney to Jerusalem, that “bonds and _ affliction 
awaited him in every city’ (Acts 20: 23). Inthe 
next chapter the prediction of Agabus is recorded, 
who after binding his own feet and hands with 
Paul’s girdle spake as follows: “ Thus saith the 
Holy Ghost, So shall the Jews bind the man that 
owneth this girdle and shall deliver him over into 
the hands of the Gentiles” (Acts 21:11). These 
events were predicted which were to come to pass 
in the near future and there was no thought of the 
coming of the Lord at “any moment” either by 
the One who made the predictions or by Paul who 
heard them, until the predictions were fulfilled. 


(f) Other Scriptures. 

(1) Peter wrote of “ false prophets” that had 
appeared amongst God’s ancient people, the Is- 
raelites, and then he predicts that there will be 
“ false teachers” arising amongst Christians at an 
unnamed future period, bringing in “ privily, de- 
structive heresies, denying even the Master that 
bought them . . . and many would follow 
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their pernicious doings; by reason of whom the 
way of truth would be evil spoken of ” (2 Peter 
2: 1-3). Here is a sad condition of things, pre- 
dicted as surely to come to pass, after Peter’s 
martyrdom certainly, and apparently, in the distant 
future. And yet men foolishly say Christ might 
have returned immediately after His ascension. 
This was plainly impossible if what was told to 
Peter concerning the manner of his own death and 
if this prophecy by Peter was to be fulfilled. 

(2) Jude also gives a testimony that is against 
the theory. He urges the saints to whom he 
writes, thus: “ Remember the words which have 
been spoken before by the Apostles of our Lord 
Jesus Christ; how they said unto you, In the last 
time there shall be mockers, walking after their 
own lusts of ungodliness.”’ Here, again, the Holy 
Spirit marks out a long time of increasing depar- 
ture from the faith, and there is no provision for 
Christ to come until the “last time” is reached. 
“ The Last Time ” and the “ Mockers ” must pre- 
cede the Advent (Jude 17-18). 

(3) Then we must not forget the great fact 
stated in the Epistle to the Romans (Rom. 
11: 25-26), that “(a hardening in part hath be- 
fallen Israel.” But this condition of heart was 
only to continue “ until the fullness of the Gentiles 
be come in.” After this Gentilic fullness, all Is- 
rael, as a nation, will be saved. Instead of Christ 
coming “any moment,” there had to be gathered 
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out from the Gentiles, “a people for the name” 
of the Lord; that great work, although it has now 
continued for nearly two thousand years, is not yet 
accomplished. It is admitted that no one can tell 
when the full number of Gentiles is gathered out, 
nor when that number will be reached, but we do 
know that some from every nation and tongue and 
people must be saved, and the accomplishment of 
that means time—very much time. 

(4) In 2 Thessalonians, chapter one, we have a 
connected statement “unto the Church of the 
Thessalonians in God, our Father, and the Lord 
Jesus Christ.” As the Thessalonian Church was 
on earth, and was addressed as on earth when this 
Epistle was written, it could not be considered as 
already having been taken to be with the Lord in 
heaven. In this Epistle the Church is spoken of 
as in the world and prospectively amidst suffering, 
at the time when the Lord would come and He 
would give them “ rest,’ while at the same time, 
there would be the “ revelation of the Lord Jesus 
from heaven with the angels of his power in 
flaming fire, rendering vengeance to them that 
know not God ” (2 Thess. 1: 7-9). It will be seen 
that the “rest’’ for the saints comes at the same 
time that vengeance is visited upon the rebellious 
sinners, and both come at the “ revelation of the 
Lord Jesus from heaven.” Here is trouble, with 
persecution, amongst God’s servants when rest and 
rapture come at the Advent, and, at the same time, 
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“eternal destruction” to them who obey not the 
Gospel! It is then that the “ Lord will be glori- 
fied in his saints and marvelled at in all them that 
believe.’ The glory seen in the saints “ shining 
forth,” will excite astonishment amongst unbe- 
lievers who, a short time before, may have been 
persecuting them and accounting them as sheep 
for the slaughter. Although the “tares” are first 
gathered out, it does not appear that they will be 
cast into the “fire” until after the rapture of the 
saints. Remember, this Second Epistle was writ- 
ten to the same church as that to which the First 
Epistle of the Thessalonians was written and in 
both Epistles the Church is still on earth and in 
trouble. | 

(5) Again, in the second chapter of the Second 
Epistle, “the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ 
and our gathering together unto him” is set be- 
fore these Christians, but the “coming” and the 
“ gathering ” and also “ the day of the Lord” are 
all dependent upon the “ falling away” and upon 
the revelation of the “man of sin” with all his 
blasphemies on earth. This monster will be slain 
by the breath of the Lord and by the brightness of 
His coming (2 Thess. 2:1, 8-8). But the “ fall- 
ing away ” and the revealing of the ‘man of sin” 
precede the ‘‘ Day of the Lord ” in which occur the 
“gathering” of the saints, and the Advent of the 
Lord. 

(6) Smyrna, one of the Seven Churches of 
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Revelation, was told that some of its number 
would be cast into prison by the devil for a stated 
time. When the Lord at first revealed this to the 
Church it is plain that He did not expect to return 
immediately, and the members of that Church 
looked forward to prison, in the immediate fu- 
ture, and not to the Advent, the Rapture and the 
Glory. And this outlook did not diminish the 
brightness and beauty of the blessed Hope of the 
Advent. 

(7) The Lord’s discourse, as recorded in Luke 
17: 26-32, seems to settle the question, both as 
respects the Church’s relation to the Tribulation 
and as to the length of time to elapse before the 
Advent. “ As it was in the days of Noah, even so 
shall it be also in the days of the Son of Man. 
They did eat, they drank, they married wives, they 
were given in marriage until the day that Noah en- 
tered the ark.” Again, “likewise even as it came to 
pass in the days of Lot; they ate, they drank, they 
bought, they sold, they planted; but in the day that 
Lot went out from Sodom it rained fire and brim- 
stone from heaven, and destroyed them all: after 
the same manner shall it be in the day that the 
Son of Man is revealed.” Here you have the 
analogy complete. Sin, coming judgment, place 
of safety, salvation for saints and destruction for 
sinners, on the same day. Noah in the ark and in 
the place of safety, but the world overwhelmed 
with destruction; Lot, delivered, but Sodom de- 
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stroyed. So shall it be at the Advent: “rest” for 
the saints, wrath for the unbelievers; Rapture for 
the Church, but destruction for the tares and the 
apostates. There are two aspects to this one event 
of the Advent of the Lord. Because of this fact, 
some teachers have spoken of two comings; com- 
ing for, and coming with, the saints afterwards. 
It has no basis in Scripture, indeed it is contrary to 
the teachings of Scripture. The saints were wait- 
ing for the revelation of our Lord Jesus Christ (1 
Cor. 1: 7, R. V.), and not for a secret Coming. 
(8) Is anything further needed? If so, hear the 
testimony of James, who confirms what is written 
in other parts of the New Testament. Speaking 
of the characteristics of “the last days”? which 
much resemble what we see in the world to-day, 
he tells of the “ rich” crying out because of their 
miseries; the heaping up of riches for the last 
days; the injustice to the labourer when denied his 
wage; delicate living in pleasure, and nourishing 
the heart in a day of slaughter, the condemnation 
and killing of the Just One. Ye sentenced, ye 
murdered the Righteous One (James 5: 1-6). He 
then assumes that there will be a long delay be- 
fore the coming of the Lord. “ The husbandman 
waiteth for the precious fruit of the earth and hath 
long patience for it—be ye also patient, for the 
coming of the Lord draweth nigh” (James 5: 7- 
9). The long waiting for the “early and latter 
rain” before the fruits of the earth are ripened, is 
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the pattern set before us in waiting for the rest, the 
peace and the glory to be brought at the coming of 
the Lord. Jesus also waits in patience for that 
coming day. Christmas comes none the sooner 
because of the impatience of the child. Be ye 
patient until the Lord comes. 

(9) The Apostle John, in his First Epistle, 
2: 18, was opposed to this modern notion and he 
taught that the coming of the Antichrist concerned 
the career of the Church. He reminds those to 
whom he writes that they had been taught that the 
Antichrist would come. If he was not to come 
during the days of the ministry and witness of the 
Church, would believers have been so repeatedly 
warned of the coming of the great adversary? 
We are often asked in a flippant tone: “ Are you 
looking for the Christ, or for the Antichrist?” 
The answer is simple: We are waiting for the 
coming of Christ, but we keep our eyes open so as 
to discern the symptoms of the rise of the Anti- 
christ, and thus stimulate our expectation. “ For 
yet a little while, he that cometh shall come and 
shall not tarry” (R. V.). We want to wait for 
whatever God has promised, and, most of all for 
the coming of the Lord, not only because it will be 
glory for us who have believed, but because it will 
be deliverance for a sin-cursed earth, and supreme 
glory for Him. 

It is also evident that Jude, the brother of 
James, had the same convictions concerning the 
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future. He evidently thought the Return of the 
Lord and the end of the Age were far in the dis- 
tance when he wrote: “ But ye, beloved, remember 
ye the words which have been spoken before by 
the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ; how that 
they used to say to you, In the last time there shall 
be mockers, walking after their own ungodly 
lusts.” No “imminent” advent there. 

The principal part of the foregoing chapter was 
published in “ The Truth” a few years before the 
late Dr. James H. Brookes, who was then its 
editor, had passed away. A short time afterwards, 
by the seaside, on the shores of the State of Maine, 
where Dr. Brookes was enjoying a much-needed 
rest, the writer spent a memorable day with him. 
During a heart-to-heart conversation that after- 
noon the Doctor said: “I have read that article of 
yours twice this morning, and I confess it is un- 
answerable. It is plain that the apostles and the 
early Christians did not expect, and could not have 
expected, the Lord to return in their day.” He 
then turned his eyes upon the writer, and in tones 
of deep emotion said: “‘ But can you not give me 
the hope that after so many years have passed 
away Christ may come and deliver me from the 
clutches of that great monster,—Death?” The 
reader will readily understand that this was an 
embarrassing moment, and little could be said to 
one who was so tenderly loved and so profoundly 
revered, except what may seem to have been an 
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evasion in reply: “Oh, Dr. Brookes, that is en- 
tirely another questionm—He will surely come 
again.” And yet, many, very many men, who are 
now posing as faithful expounders of prophecy, 
are declaring that Paul and the early Christians 
did expect the Advent within their day. No won- 
der that the doctrine of the Second Advent is in 
disrepute in the minds of many learned and devout 
men of the present day when such absurd, extra- 
scriptural and anti-scriptural things are taught by 
prominent brethren who affect to pity others “ who 
do not know the truth ’’! 


(g) Revelations Concerning Jerusalem and the 
Jews. 

In the twenty-first chapter of Luke our Lord 
revealed the immediate fate of the Jews and of 
Jerusalem. All that the record in Luke says He 
made known actually took place about forty years 
after He ascended into heaven. Jerusalem was 
to be “compassed with armies,” the disciples in 
Judea were instructed to flee to the mountains, and 
those in Jerusalem were to “depart out,’ for 
“these would be the days of vengeance.” As for 
the unbelieving Jews, they were “to fall by the 
edge of the sword,” they would be led away cap- 
tive into all Nations and Jerusalem would be trod- 
den down “ until the times of the Gentiles were 
fulfilled ” (Luke 21: 20-24). This startling reve- 
lation of the immediate future was made to the 
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disciples when Jesus was in the Temple, standing 
over against the box into which the worshippers 
were dropping their gifts. He was in the midst 
of Jewish surroundings, and, yet, in speaking to 
His disciples, He spoke through them, to the Chris- 
tians—to the Church which was yet to be formed 
—giving warning and instructions which, history 
says, they so fully obeyed that not a single believer 
perished in that terrible catastrophe. Now it is 
plain that not one of these Christians could have 
expected the Advent until Jerusalem had been de- 
stroyed, until the Jews were slaughtered, and 
until the number left had been carried away cap- 
tive into all Nations. It is equally plain that Christ 
did not expect to return until these predictions had 
been fulfilled. It is also plain, if He knew what 
He had foretold to be the truth, that He could not 
return at “any moment,” nor before these events 
had transpired. But the downtrodden condition 
of Jerusalem, “ the times of the Gentiles,” and the 
subsequent mention of “ the signs in the sun and 
moon,” are all associated with these distressing 
events respecting Jerusalem, as if it all must take 
place during His absence, and before His Return. 
And then, after “the times of the Gentiles” had 
expired, and after the signs in heaven had ap- 
peared,—then were they to see the “ Son of Man 
coming in a cloud with power and great glory,’— 
then we may unbend and look up for He is at the 
door (Luke 21: 24-28). 
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The Lord spoke to the Church through these 
Apostles, who constituted the nucleus of the 
Church which was to be formed a few days hence 
by the Baptism of the Holy Spirit on the day of 
Pentecost. It was to the same Church He spoke 
concerning the “signs ”’ and concerning His Ad- 
vent, and He surely meant to teach both them and 
us that He would be absent all these intervening 
years. His teaching has been fulfilled with respect 
to the past, and it will be fulfilled tothe letter with 
respect to the future. He could not come “ at any 
moment ” during these forty years, terminating in 
Jerusalem’s tragedy. And, now, the termination 
of Jerusalem’s subjection to Gentile rule, and the 
“signs ”’ in heaven, are the next events that 1mme- 
diately precede the coming of the blessed Lord in 
power and in glory (Luke 21: 25-28). With 
present events before us, do you think it will be 
long? 

From the foregoing, it is absolutely certain that, 
in this discourse recorded in Luke, spoken within 
the precincts of the Temple, in Jewish surround- 
ings, it was addressed to the disciples, for the 
Church, as it existed in Jerusalem, forty years 
afterwards. Christ spoke to this nucleus of the 
Church, yet to be formed a few days afterwards, 
and what He said was to be used by the Church 
forty years after they had been spoken. Now, 
will some one tell us why the discourse recorded in 
the twenty-fourth chapter of Matthew, spoken on 
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the same day, outside of the Temple and outside 
of Jerusalem, to some of the same disciples, was 
not spoken to them and through them, to the same 
Church, down to the end of the Age? 

Will some one not rise and explain by what tri- 
fling with words and facts this twenty-fourth 
chapter of Matthew is to be excluded from the 
Church and then to be thrown into “the Jewish 
waste-basket ’? And all this trifling with words 
is called “ rightly dividing the word of truth.” 

It is conceded by all parties that the discourse 
by our Lord to His disciples, from the thirteenth 
to the seventeenth chapters of John, is distinctly 
church truth. In the morning of that same day, 
our Lord delivered His discourse as recorded in 
the twenty-first chapter of Luke. In the afternoon 
of that day He gave the discourse on Mount 
Olivet, which is recorded in Matthew twenty- 
four and twenty-five. The discourse in Luke 
was delivered within the temple. ‘The dis- 
course in John was delivered in some quiet 
home inside Jerusalem. The discourse in 
Matthew was given on Mount Olivet after Christ 
had left the Temple and said good-bye to the 
Jewish nation. On account of the place where 
these several discourses were delivered, it might be 
expected that Jesus was speaking to the Jews and 
to the Jewish nation both im the temple, as re- 
corded in Luke, and also to Jews in the private 
home in Jerusalem, as recorded in John. But the 
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discourse recorded in Matthew was spoken outside 
of Jerusalem after Christ had taken His final de- 
parture from the Jews. This one in Matthew, 
above and beyond the other two, we might expect 
to be of a general character, and not given to the 
Jews exclusively. Instead of that, however, it is 
claimed by some Teachers that the discourse in 
John is for the Church, and it cannot be denied 
that the one recorded in Luke was evidently for 
the Church because it was fulfilled in the early 
days of the Church, before, and at, the destruction 
of Jerusalem. The same Teachers, however, claim 
that the discourse in Matthew is exclusively for the 
Jews. But why confine Matthew twenty-fourth 
and twenty-fifth to Jews exclusively? (Compare 
Luke 17: 20-37 and Matthew 24 in similar pas- 
sages, and what would you say?) 

Moreover, even if it were given to the Jews, 
which is true of all three discourses, it was given 
to those Jews who, in the persons of the Apostles, 
formed the “ remnant, according to the election of 
grace,” which were the Nucleus of the Christian 
Church. ‘This discourse in Matthew was, there- 
fore, given to the disciples, as representing the 
Church, and through them to the Church of this 
Age down to the last day. It is absurdly impos- 
sible that Jesus Christ spoke through these apostles 
to another company of Jewish believers, after the 
Church was taken up to be with the Lord. ‘There 
is nothing to parallel such an absurd assumption 
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in the whole extant exposition of the Scriptures. 
It is plain that this instruction was given to the 
Apostles as Christians, for Christians, and not for 
some imagined body of people to be raised up on 
the earth after the saints are taken away. If this 
is not so, then we have no foundation for any truth 
that came from the Lord. Because they repre- 
sented the Church we find that when the heavenly 
city is revealed, which stands for all those who are 
saved through the precious blood, the names of the 
twelve apostles appear in the foundation of it 
(Rev. 21: 14). 


(h) The Mystery. 

It has recently been claimed that the “ any mo- 
ment coming of the Lord” was not “ revealed 
until the mystery of the Church was revealed 
through Paul.” 

But what is meant by the mystery? It certainly 
was not the “mystery of the Church” that was 
revealed. It is called ‘the mystery of Christ, 
which in other generations was not made known 
unto the sons of men as it is now revealed unto 
His holy apostles and prophets.” Paul did not 
claim any exclusive knowledge of the mystery. 
He does not compare himself with other apostles, 
but the comparison is between what was hidden 
from other generations and what was now revealed 
to the “ apostles and prophets,” not to one apostle 
only (Eph. 8: 5). 
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So much is said about this “ mystery” by our 
friends that it is exaggerated out of all due pro- 
portion, just as they magnify the Rapture. It was 
“the mystery which hath been hidden from the 
ages and the generations, but now hath been mani- 
fest unto his saints, unto whom God hath been 
pleased to make known, what is the riches of the 
glory (the glorious wealth) of this mystery among 
the Gentiles, which is Christ in you, the hope of 
glory” (Col. 1: 26-27). This mystery was ac- 
cording to the arrangement of the ages which God 
had determined in Christ Jesus, our Lord, so that 
He could make “ known to principalities and au- 
thorities in the heavenlies, through means of the 
Church, the multiplied glories of the wisdom of 
God” (Eph. 3:10). Revealed now, but it was 
“according to God’s eternal purpose which He 
purposed in Christ Jesus, our Lord” (Eph. 3: 11). 
God determined from all eternity to do this thing 
which had been unrevealed, and yet, although 
made known to the apostles then, and to us now, 
yet in the times of the ages past it was kept unut- 
tered distinctly, but through the “‘ Scriptures of the 
prophets now made manifest.” That is, it was 
contained in prophecy but not distinctly unfolded 
or uttered ; but now, in the light of the New Testa- 
ment it is clearly seen in the prophetic Scriptures | 
(Rom. 16: 25). 

This secret is definitely stated in Ephesians 8: 6 
and Colossians 1: 26-27. ‘The mystery thus re- 
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vealed to the saints, to the apostles, and to Paul, 
was this: That Gentiles should be fellow heirs, be 
parts of the same body and partakers of the same 
promise in Christ, by means of the Gospel, with 
the sons of Abraham (Rom. 11: 17-24-26; Gal. 
3: 20). 

In Bagster’s literal version, it reads thus: To 
be ‘ The nation’s joint heirs (1. e., joint with 
Jews), and a joint body, and jot partakers of 
His (God’s) promise in Christ through the Gos- 
pel.”’ It means that Gentiles should have an equal 
participation with the Jews in the results of the 
Gospel. 

To sum all up with regard to this misunderstood 
mystery: Paul was God’s chosen instrument to 
preach the Gospel to the Gentiles (Acts 26: 16- 
17). The Gentiles thus had a duly authorized 
apostle, chosen by Christ, even as had the Jews. 
He was selected, appointed by, and received his 
message from Christ, just as truly as the other 
apostles (Acts 26: 16-19; 1 Cor. 15:3; Gal. 
1: 11-12, 15-17; Gal. 2: 2-3). The adoption, or 
place of sons (Eph. 1: 5), the glory (Col. 1: 27), 
and the covenant (2 Cor. 8: 6; Rom. 11: 17), for- 
merly belonging to Israel, are now shared by Gen- 
tile believers. Even the same hope of glory be- 
longs now to the Gentile believers that was pre- 
viously cherished by the Jews (Acts 24: 14-15; 
26: 6-7; 28: 20). | 

The Gentiles had been without Christ, aliens 
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from Israel’s commonwealth, strangers to the 
promise of the covenant, had no hope, and were 
without God in the world (Eph. 2:12). But now 
a great change has come to pass, and the Gentile 
believers are “made nigh by the blood” (Eph. 
2:13). The middle wall of partition is gone. 
Gentiles are saved on the same condition as Jews 
(Acts 15:9). And, thus, the Gentile believers 
were jointly partakers of blessings with Jews, 
jointly members of the one body, partakers in com- 
mon of the Divine Life, and jointly partakers of 
every promise in Christ, through the Gospel. And 
there was no difference between them,—they were 
both on a perfect equality. That is the mystery 
and not the “ any moment Advent.” 

But, let us grant all that our “any moment” 
friends claim in this revelation, and see if it will 
bear the slightest investigation. If this imminent 
hope was given at the time Paul wrote his letter to 
the Ephesians, or immediately before, will some 
one tell us in what part of the Epistle this immi- 
nent hope can be found? If it was revealed at that 
time to Paul, and then revealed by him and the 
other apostles to the Church, why do we not find 
it mentioned in the “ prison Epistles,” written after 
that time? More than that, Paul distinctly and 
definitely states, in the two Epistles to Timothy, 
written just before his martyrdom, and after the 
mystery was revealed (if it was revealed as 
claimed) that there will be a long time in the fu- 
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ture before the Advent as designated by the words 
“latter times” and “last times.”’ Moreover, the 
night before Paul was put to death, he placed the 
Advent of the Lord and the crown of glory to be 
given to His saints, to some extended period far 
in the future. Therefore, the writings of this 
Apostle, after the revelation of the mystery, are 
directly, definitely and rigidly opposed to the as- 
sumption that a revelation of the “ any moment ” 
coming of the Lord had been given at that time. 
Thus, we find that the Apostles looked for inter- 
venting events between them and the Coming of the 
Lord. ‘This attitude did not make His coming 
any less precious to their hearts. We are certainly 
in good company when we share the same faith 
and feeling, and it is still the blessed hope to our 
hearts. 

It is gladly conceded that the next great, direct 
interference from heaven with the affairs of men 
will be the Coming of our Lord. But then there 
are so many intervening events predicted that the 
word “imminent,” so commonly used at the pres- 
ent day, is certainly inadmissible. Webster’s dic- 
tionary says: “ Threatening to happen at once as 
some calamity, as imminent peril—impending, 
threatening.” From what has been adduced here, 
the Advent is neither “threatening” nor “im- 
pending,” although the next great event from 
heaven, for which we look, is the Advent. It is 
the next crisis, introducing a new order of things 
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amongst men. However long the Advent may be 
delayed, the essential characteristics of this Age 
will remain exactly the same to the end, only its 
evil will be accentuated at the close. “It is the 
last hour ”’ still, but its essence does not differ from 
what it was in the days of John when he wrote 
these words. Only one event will terminate the 
present state of things and that is the Advent of 
Christ. Then there will be a new condition for 
Christians, for Israel, for the Nations, and for the 
whole creation, Between the days of the Apostles 
and that day, no experience of the Church differs, 
except in degree. In this sense the day of the | 
Lord is at hand, and in no other sense. It is not 
“imminent ” in any ordinary sense of that word, 
and the use of that word, in connection with this 
event, ought to be discounted—it is unscriptural. 


III 


WILL THE CHURCH GO THROUGH THE 
TRIBULATION? 


\ ) 4 ITHIN certain limits, at the present day, 

the opinion prevails that the Church 

will escape the great Tribulation. This 

chapter is written to show that such a belief is 
without adequate support from Scripture. 

(1) The origin of this opinion compels one to 
make a careful examination into its claims. In 
the language of another, “ It smacks too much of 
rawness and recency.” Between the years 1832 
and 1836, a few godly and sincere men in Dublin 
were led to dig for the foundations of church 
truth, without any regard to existing beliefs or or- 
ganizations. The first discovery which threw a 
flood of light upon their investigations was, that 
“all prophecy gathers around three centres of the 
human family, viz.: The Jew, the Gentile and the 
Church of God.” After this, they recovered the 
long-neglected truth that a Second Coming of the 
Lord was the hope of the Apostolic Church. Be- 
cause that day is closer at hand now, by the lapse 
of eighteen centuries, than it was in Apostolic days, 
it should be increasingly emphasized. ‘This truth 
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gripped their inmost being. ‘They so preached it 
that others became saturated with its supreme im- 
portance. Soon, all associated with them became 
possessed of the feeling that it was the “ mid- 
night ” hour of Christendom, that the Advent was 
at the very door, and that these godly men were 
the heralds crying, “ Behold the Bridegroom com- 
eth, go ye out to meet Him.” But they were not 
fanatics—they were studens of the Word, and they 
ran up against an insuperable difficulty. Matthew 
24: 29-30 says: “Immediately after the Tribula- 
tion . . : shall appear the sign of the Son of 
Man in heaven.” For three years they were hung 
up on this horn. The Tribulation had not come, 
nor had the “ abomination ” that preceded it been 
seen; therefore, the Advent was not historically 
imminent, however imminent it might be to the 
heart. 

At thi juncture, a godly clergyman, by the 
name of | weedy; who afterwards died in Deme- 
rara, came from England and solved the problem 
by teaching that this discourse of our Lord was for... 
Jews, that the Church would be caught up,/secretly, ) 
before the Tribulation, and that this present~évil 
Age would not end at the resurrection and transla- 
tion of the Church to be with the Lord. The 
whole company caught at this solution, cried “ eu- 
reka’’—handed over the Olivet Discourse to a 
Jewish Remnant, and proclaimed the new dogma 
to the world. The man who made the most suc- 
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cessful attempt to adjust this new article of faith 
to the old, and to the Scriptures, and who also gave 
it currency by speech and pen, was the venerable 
J. N. Darby, to whom the Church owes so much. 
Now, be it remembered, that prior to that date, no 
hint of any approach to such a belief can be found 
in any Christian literature from Polycarp down, 
until the strange utterances given out in the 
Church of Edward Irving a few years earlier by 
women speaking in tongues. Irving also taught it. 


Pia has been claimed that this opinion first ap- 


peared i in a book called “The Coming of Messiah 
in Majesty and Glory,” by Ben Ezra, a converted 
Jew, which was published in London in 1827. 
This book lies open before me, and it is full of the 
doctrine of the Lord’s coming, but there is not a 
word about the Church escaping the Tribulation 
in its pages. It contains a terrific testimony against 
what the author calls “My Mother Church,” and 
against the wickedness and unbelief of the world, 
and also, a glorious testimony in favour of the 
speedy Coming of the Lord, but there is no hint of 
the Advent before Tribulation mentioned in its 
pages. 

Surely, a doctrine that finds no exponent or ad- 
vocate in the whole history and literature of Chris- 
tendom, for eighteen hundred years after the 
founding of the Church—a doctrine that was 
never taught by a Father or Doctor of the Church 
in the past—that has no standard Commentator or 
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Professor of the Greek language in any Theolog- 
ical School until the middle of the nineteenth cen- 
tury, to give it approval, and that is without a 
friend, even to mention its name amongst the or- 
thodox teachers or the heretical sects of Christen- 
dom—such a fatherless and motherless doctrine, 
when it rises to the front, demanding universal 
acceptance, ought to undergo careful scrutiny be- 
fore it is admitted and tabulated as part of “the 
faith once for all delivered unto the saints.”” This 
writing does not say that it ought to be rejected 
because of these things—it only says that the doc- 
trine ought to show unmistakable credentials from 
the Word of God before it is accepted. 

(2) It demands the rejection of the Eschato- 
logical Discourse given on Mount Olivet, from the 
instruction given to the Apostles, for the Church, 
and places that discourse amongst the things given 
to these Apostles, for a Jewish Remnant, to be 
raised up after the Church is taken away, and con- 
cerning which there is no mention anywhere in the 
Scriptures. This seems too absurd for credence. 
It requires special grace and patience to deal with 
it in kindness. Against such violence to the plain 
truth, lying on the surface of Scripture, are the 
following facts: 

(a) No Jewish Remnant is even hinted at in the 
Discourse, recorded in the twenty-fourth chapter 
of Matthew. It is an eisegesis, and not an ere- 
gesis. ‘There are three Remnants of Jews men- 
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tioned in the Bible: There is, first, “ The Rem- 
nant” belonging to the Church and to be in the 
great tribulation—“ the remnant according to the 
election of grace”’ to which Paul claimed to be- 
long; and surely none will deny that he was a 
member of the Church of God (Rom. 11: 1-5). 
Then there is the “ National Remnant,’ after the 
translation of the Church, after the removal of 
“the tares”’ and after the destruction of the Anti- 
christ and his associated apostates. ‘These are de- 
livered from their enemies at the siege of Jeru- 
salem, when the Messiah comes again (see Zech. 
14: 1-4; Joel 2: 21; Zeph. 3:8). Then there is, 
lastly, the ‘‘ Remnant of the Jews” restored from 
all lands, after the Advent (Isa. 11:11). With 
Church and Holy Spirit away (as these teachers 
claim) by what means could such an unnamed 
Remnant, after the Church and the Holy Spirit are 
gone, be called out? Would such an unbelieving 
Remnant, if such a Remnant should be, read the 
Gospel of Matthew, and, if they did read it, would 
they believe it while they are, at the same time, 
rejecting Jesus, the true Messiah, and also, at the 
same time accepting Antichrist, the false Messiah, 
during the Tribulation? 

(b) So far as the writer knows, all students of 
Scripture admit that the Olivet Discourse down to 
verse thirteen in Matthew twenty-four, is for us in 
this Church Age. No one can dispute that it is an 
exact description of the outward condition of the: 
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nations, of the phenomena of the physical world, 
and of the condition of the professed church down 
to the time of the Advent and the end of this Age. 
When we come to verse fourteen where we are 
told that “this gospel of the Kingdom must be 
preached for a witness unto all nations: and then 
shall the end come,” those who teach that the 
Church wil] not be in the tribulation say that this 
world-wide preaching of the kingdom is the work 
of the Jewish Remnant after the Church is gone. 
This almost takes one’s breath. To accept it we 
must pass from the known quantity of the disciples 
of Christ addressed in verses one to fourteen, to 
the unknown, unmentioned, unintroduced, and im- 
aginary quantity of a Jewish Remnant in verse 
fourteen, and so on in spots to the end of this dis- 
course, and this violent and sudden change must be 
made without any intimation or hint of change 
from the Lord who is speaking. What right has 
any one to make this arbitrary change? Can this 
interpretation be honestly accepted ? 

(c) Leaving out of view, for the present, 
whether there are two discourses or only one, in 
Matthew and Luke, the facts of the case seem to 
be about as follows: Matthew and Luke, in the 
main, cover the same characteristics of the whole 
Church period, from verse one to fourteen in Mat- 
thew, chapter twenty-four, and from verse five to 
nineteen in Luke, chapter twenty-one. Then, in 
Luke, verse twenty, we have the destruction of 
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Jerusalem under Titus after it is ‘‘ compassed with 
armies,’ followed by a description of the slaughter 
and deportation of the Jews and the crushed condi- 
tion of Jerusalem, all the way down to the end of 
“the times of the Gentiles.” Now, while Luke 
passes over the return of the Jewish people, the re- 
building of the Temple, its profanation by the idol 
of Antichrist, and passes on to the sign time, im- 
mediately after the Tribulation, Matthew, on the 
other hand, says nothing of the destruction of 
Jerusalem or Jewish captivity amongst all nations, 
but assumes that Israel has returned and the Tem- 
ple has been rebuilt, and proceeds to speak to the 
same disciples of the ‘‘ abomination of desolation,” 
of the Tribulation following, of the time of its ter- 
mination, and then he, also, comes to the “ sign 
time.” From that point of contact, both evangel- 
ists go over the same ground, in the same order, 
clear down to the Parousia, or Coming of the 
Lord. The “sign” of the “ days of Vengeance,” 
at the destruction of Jerusalem, is the encompass- 
ing “armies”; but the “sign” of unequalled 
“Tribulation,” with Jerusalem not destroyed, is 
the “ abomination of desolation”; and the “ sign” 
of the Advent is the sign of the “ Son of Man,” 
identical, possibly, with the throne of glory as seen 
under the sixth seal of the Book of Revelation. 
Both of these Evangelists, like the vision under the 
sixth seal, trace events down to the Advent, but 
neither of them goes a step farther. And why? 
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Because the Church alone—that is, the successors 
of these Apostles in life, in privilege, in responsi- 
bility, and in destiny—is in view. Had they been 
recording a discourse which was to be passed on 
beyond the Church period for the use of a sup- 
posed Jewish Remnant, how natural it would have 
been to go on to the wailing of the tribes, to the 
welcome of the Messiah, and to the inauguration 
of the King of Kings on His Throne. ‘These un- 
named things concern not an undesignated Jewish 
Remnant, but the things that are named concern 
the Church, which, by common consent, the Lord 
had in mind at the beginning of this Discourse, 
and which He still has in mind at the end of the 
Discourse, as seen by the things which He reveals. 
Hence, He ends at the Advent, when the tares are 
eliminated, when the believers are taken up, and 
when the apostates from the Truth, under the reign 
of Antichrist, “are left”? for the judgment which 
is to follow. But the fact of their being “left” 
is all that is named. Hence, also, towards the 
close of the Olivet Discourse, at the final scene as 
given in Matthew, it is written: ‘“ When the Son of 
Man shall come in his glory, and all the holy angels 
with him, then shall he sit upon the throne of his 
glory,” but there is no mention of the Church with 
Him on that throne. ‘There could not be, for the 
Church has not yet been taken up—it is still in 
Tribulation, as His witness upon the earth. 

(d) The teachings in chapters 24 and 25 in 
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Matthew correspond in time to that which is 
recorded in chapters thirteen to seventeen in the 
Gospel of John—that is, all was given on the same 
day. In Matthew, this discourse was given to a 
part of the Apostles, after Jesus had spoken His 
last word to Jerusalem, after He had left the 
temple and city, after He had told the rulers that 
they would never see Him again, until they—that 
is, the corporate body of Israel which they repre- 
sented—would give Him welcome “ in the name of 
the Lord.” After that solemn and formal leave- 
taking, He went away to the Mount of Ascension 
and there spoke to a few of His Apostles, not to a 
Jewish Remnant, not to the Church, but to four 
Jewish Apostles of the Church of which they were 
the nucleus, and to which the “ Jewish Remnant 
according to the election of grace belonged.” 
These Apostles received their instructions in an- 
swer to their question about “ these things,’”’ about 
the “sign of His Coming,” and about the “ end of 
the Age.” ‘‘ The harvest is the end of the Age,” 
and it is also the time of the Advent, of resurrec- 
tion, and of the end of the Church’s career on 
earth. The sign of the conversion of Israel, at the 
Advent of the Lord, and of the termination of the 
Age, are all given to these Apostles and, through 
them, to the whole Church, down to the end of the 
Age. It is not given to a Jewish Remnant which 
is to be raised up, after the Church is gone, but to 
men who had trusted and obeyed the Lord Jesus 
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and who, afterwards, became the Apostles of the 
Church. 

», | Now, in keeping with the genius of John’s Gos- 
_/ pel, it is recorded that the Lord “ departed and hid 
himself’ from the Jews, but He is alone with 
“his own that were in the world” whom “he 
loved unto the end.” Here again, He instructs 
these disciples—all of them—and through them, 
the whole Church of God. He does not unfold the 
outward condition of the nation, nor of the Jews 
under Antichrist in Jerusalem, nor of the professed 
Church, as in Matthew, but He reveals the in- 
ward relation of these believers to Himself, clear 
down to the end, when He “ will come again.” 
They are already clean and to be cleansed; al- 
though cast out from their nation, they are com- 
forted by the assurance that they will still be with 
Himself, and they are cheered, in the face of perse- 
cution, because in this they will have the honour 
of sharing their Lord’s sufferings; they are taught 
their union with Him in the possession of a com- 
mon life; they will have another Paraclete by their 
side; and they will be victorious over all opposition 
because of the intercession of their Lord, whose 
pleading in heaven they are permitted to hear on 
earth, Now, all this instruction recorded in John’s 
Gospel was given in Jerusalem amidst Jewtsh sur- 
roundings, to the disciples alone. By common 
consent, it is all Church truth, and not truth for 
some future “ Jewish Remnant.” ‘The Olivet Dis- 
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course was given to the same disciples, outside of 
Jerusalem, away from distinctively Jewish sur- 
roundings, and after Christ had given a solemn and 
final farewell to the Jews; and it was given on the 
Mount of Ascension. Why is not the Olivet Dis- 
course, also, Church truth? By what authority is 
this instruction recorded in Matthew, given by the 
same Lord, to the same disciples, and practically 
at the same time, but in greater separation from 
everything Jewish, lightly tossed over to the Jews, 
while that recorded by John is sacredly cherished 
as a precious morsel for the Church? Will some 
one please tell? 

If this Discourse was not for the Church, be- 
cause it was spoken to Jews, then none of the say- 
ings of Christ are for the Church. Did He ever 
give any teaching, at any time, to other than 
Jews? Not only were “the twelve” Jews, but 
also the ‘‘ multitudes’”’ to whom He spoke, were 
Jews. To the writer, this seems to be a violent 
rending of the Scriptures that should not pass 
without protest. 

(e) Retaining the Olivet Discourse within the 
bosom of the Church is in keeping with the con- 
text. In the preceding chapter, our Lord had ad- 
dressed the corporate body of the Jews thus: “Ye 
shall not see me until ye shall say.” He knew that 
many generations of Jews would pass away before 
this prophecy would be fulfilled—that Jerusalem 
would be destroyed—that the people would be scat 
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tered and then restored—that the one, coming “ in 
his own name,” would be received by them, after 
their return to the Holy Land—that his image 
would profane the Temple, and that its worship 
would bring the time of unequalled Tribulation 
upon the Jewish people; and yet, He speaks 
through these Jews then present, far on, to those 
Jews who were to come, in the distant future, and 
says: “ Ye shall not see me until ye shall say.” 
He spoke to the corporate body of Jews that ex- 
isted then and that still exists—the “ generation ” 
that shall not pass away “ until all these things be 
fulfilled.” In exactly the same way, after this 
solemn farewell to the Jewish nation on the Mount 
of Olives, He spoke to another corporate body, 
through the disciples then present. They were the 
nucleus of the Church to be formed on the day of 
Pentecost. He knew that many generations of 
Christians would come and go, and that there 
would be many and varied departures from the 
faith amongst them, but, in spite of all this, there 
would be a continuation of the same divine life, in 
the same corporate body, clear down to the end of 
the Age. It was as if a father should instruct his 
son, on the day before attaining his majority, con- 
cerning grave trials in after life, culminating in a 
crisis at the end. John records what Jesus said 
about His unseen relation to the life within, while 
the other evangelists record what was said about 
the seen conditions that would prevail without. 
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In Luke, the conditions are Jewish, when it was 
foretold that Jerusalem would be destroyed; in 
Matthew, we see the same Jewish conditions again, 
with the people returned, the Temple profaned, but 
the city preserved. In the beginning of the Church 
Age, the Church remained on earth through the 
era of “ vengeance,’ before Jerusalem was de- 
stroyed and before the Jews were scattered; so, at 
the close of this evil Age, the Church will again be 
found on earth during the “ Tribulation,” after the 
Jews are gathered and after Jerusalem is rebuilt. 
In both records, the believers were warned to 
“flee” ;—1n the past, when Jerusalem was “ sur- 
rounded by armies ”’; and in the future, when there 
is no mention of armies, but the Temple will be 
profaned by an idol which is “ the abomination of 
desolation.” The same corporate body of believers 
which fled to Pella in the past, is warned to flee to 
the mountains in the future, “ Ye shall see,” “ Ye 
shall hear,” “ Ye shall be hated ”—“‘ when ye see 
all these things, know that he is nigh, even at the 
door.” “ Therefore, be ye also ready, for in such 
an hour as ye think not, the Son of Man cometh ” 
(Matt. 24:44). So far as we know, this ex- 
hortation to be “also ready” is accepted by all 
Christians as given to all believers during this Age. 

Then, why is not the remainder of the Discourse 
also for all believers in this Church period? Since 
the corporate “ye,” in the first part of the Dis- 
course (and in Luke 21: 20-24) was, without 
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doubt or dispute, addressed, through the Apostles, 
to the Church, which continued to exist during 
about twenty-eight years after the Discourse was 
spoken (from Pentecost until Jerusalem was de- 
stroyed) it must be that the same “ ye” is for the 
same Church that is to be in existence in the future, 
at the time of the abomination and Tribulation. 
The saints fled to Pella in the past, and they will 
flee to the mountains in the future. ‘The storm 
centre, in the future, as in the past, will be Jeru- 
salem and Judea; and the obedient saints will be 
delivered in the future, as in the past, by flight to 
the indicated places of safety. Before a drop of 
rain fell on the earth, Noah was in the ark; before 
the fire fell on Sodom, Lot was in Zoar; before 
vengeance fell on Jerusalem, the saints were in 
Pella; before a drop of Wrath falls from heaven 
upon Antichrist and his followers in Jerusalem, in 
the future, the saints will flee again and be in 
safety; and before the “ Wrath of the Lamb de- 
scends,” when “ the angels of his power in flaming 
fire, render vengeance,” the saints will “rest ”’ with 
the glorified Lord (2 Thess. 1: 7-9). Tribulation 
the Church has always had, and it will yet pass 
through the season of Tribulation that will never 
again be equalled; but the Church never has 
known, and it never can know, what the judgment 
of God’s wrath may mean. ‘There is nothing in 
the great Tribulation yet to come, that is essentially 
different from the Tribulation of the past, except 
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the intensity and extent of its sufferings. This 1s 
seen in Revelation 7-10. Like her Lord the 
Church experienced, at the beginning of her exist- 
ence, great persecution and suffering, and like 
Him, also, this suffering will be intensified at the 
end. 

Thus we see that the Jews, in a corporate ca- 
pacity, existed contemporaneously, for a short 
time, with the Church, at the beginning of this 
dispensation; and the same will be true, for another 
brief period, at the close of its career. ‘The 
Church was on earth when Israel had her “ days of 
vengeance,” and the Church will be on earth again 
when Israel shall have her “ time of trouble.” This 
is a most important point to see. The Parousia, 
or Coming of Christ, is always placed at the end 
of the time of trouble in the Scriptures (Matt. 24: 
29). By what right may we transfer it to the 
beginning? 

(3) There is no definite statement in Scripture 
that the Church will be taken away before the 
Tribulation. Three passages are often quoted as _ 
supporting this belief, but scholars can see that 
they have no bearing on the question. 

For example, Isaiah 26: 20 spake of God’s peo- 
ple entering into their chambers “ until the indig- 
nation be overpast.” ‘This passage has nothing in 
it of a removal from the sphere of earth, of either 
the Church or a remnant of Israel, during the 
tribulation. “Thy Chambers” is, of course, a 


ABOUT THE LORD’S RETURN 85 


figurative expression. In the highest and truest 
sense it is God Himself, who is the hiding place of 
His people. The word rendered “ the indignation ” 
has the meaning of Judgment of Wrath. When 
God’s judgments are poured out, while the wicked 
flee from Him to seek a hiding place in rocks and 
dens, His true, redeemed people will be safely 
Mid in Him. 

Then also, to “ escape ” does not always mean to 
be “ taken away from.” ‘There is a deliverance or 
escaping im, as well as from, trouble. No one, for 
example, thinks of the “ Escaped of Israel” (Isa. 
55:2) that is, the remnant spared and carried 
through the final judgments, as having been re- 
moved or “taken away” from the earth during 
that time. 

Isaiah addresses Judah, Jerusalem and some of 
the Nations impinging upon Palestine, but he never 
gives any instructions direct to the Church of God. 
Moreover, those who deny that the Church will 
pass through “ The Tribulation,” also deny, with 
great emphasis, that the Church ever comes into 
view in any of the prophecies of the Old Testa- 
ment. ‘To be consistent, therefore, they must rule 
this witness out of Court. 

(a) Revelation 3: 10 has also been cited with 
this promise: “ I also will keep thee from the hour 
Orottial. © But) ‘hour ‘of trial” (Hooras tou 
peirasmou) is not “ the great tribulation,” (thlipsts 
megale) ; and the promise is, not to be taken out 
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of the trial, but “ out of the hour of the trial.” 
Moreover, “kept from,” (teerein ek) cannot be 
made to mean “taken away from,” for, in that 
case, the preposition, “ apo,” would have been used 
instead of “ek.” Because the Church of Phila- 
delphia had “ kept the word of patience ” in some 
previous hour of trial and had been preserved 
out of it, so the Lord promises to watch over, and 
to preserve its members out of the trial that was 
“to come upon the whole inhabited earth.” The 
force of this promise is: “I will select thee out 
from amongst the people, to be guarded, and J will 
guard thee out from amidst the trial which is to 
come upon the whole inhabited earth.” Further, 
every one who can read Greek will see in John 
17: 15 that both the words used there and the 
structure of the sentence is the same as seen here. 
In John the prayer is that they should not be 
taken out of the world. “I pray not that thou 
shouldest take them out of the world, but that thou 
shouldest keep them from the evil” (teressas 
autous ek tou ponerou). ‘The Greek in both pas- 
sages means observe, watch over, keep, and never 
take out. 

Moreover, if these seven Churches represent 
seven historic and successive phases of Christen- 
dom, then the Laodicean condition will be the /ast, 
and the promise made to Philadelphia will have 
been already fulfilled through the death of that 
generation, before “The Great Tribulation”: 
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arrives, and also before the last stage of the Church 
has been reached. To put the Philadelphia 
Church, historically, into the time of the great 
Tribulation, is to leave no room for the Laodicean 
period to follow. ‘To obviate this very natural 
difficulty, those who are determined to maintain 
that the Church will escape the Tribulation, claim 
that, while the first four churches are historically 
consecutive, the last three are synchronous—and 
they unitedly represent the last phase of Christen- 
dom—they are contemporary. This gives up the 
whole theory and it shows a desperate effort to 
maintain their assumption at the cost of the plain- 
est statements of Scripture. 

(b) Then as to Luke 21: 386, which is also 
quoted. Here we are exhorted “to watch and 
pray” that we “ may prevail (or be strengthened ) 
to escape all these things, and to stand before the 
Son of Man” (R. V.). A more literal rendering 
of this passage would be: ‘“ That ye may obtain 
overcoming strength to fly out from all those things 
that are about to come to pass and be caused to 
stand before the Son of Man.” It has the thought 
of. obtaining strength to master certain temptations 
leading to sin, so as to stand approved before the 
Son of Man, both in the present, and in a coming 
day. There is not the slightest ground in this 
passage for believing that those who “ watch and 
pray ” are to be “ caught up ” by the power of the 
Lord, from without, but the thought is the obtain- 
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ing of power working within, so that those who 
obtain strength by watching and prayer, may rise 
above temptation and be pleasing to the Lord in 
His presence. ‘‘ These things,” over which we 
“may prevail to escape,’”’ cannot possibly mean the 
great Tribulation, for that event is neither men- 
tioned nor alluded to in any part of the context. 
Why drag it in by main force? A little careful 
attention to this Discourse in the twenty-first of 
Luke, would prevent all thought of connecting this 
Scripture with the Rapture. The Lord’s mind 
here, from the twenty-fifth verse, looks forward to 
the “ sign time” coming after the Tribulation. He 
speaks of “signs ”’ and of “ things that shall come 
to pass’’>—the “signs” in heaven and the 
“things”? on earth. These signs seen, are to pre- 
cede the time of wrath. When they do appear, 
believers are “to look up and lift up their heads 
for their redemption draweth nigh.”” But the same 
signs, seen by unbelievers, cause their hearts to fail 
“through fear and for looking after those things 
that are coming on the earth.” Then comes the 
“ sign of the Son of Man, coming in great glory.” 
The signs seen are promises of glory to Saints, but 
the “things coming” to pass, are connected with 
the day of wrath. ‘To escape this wrath, the Saints 
are “to watch and pray.” Similar exhortations 
are seen in 1 Thessalonians 5: 1-11. 

(4) But our friends say that we must come to 
the Epistles for this truth of pre-tribulation 
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Rapture. Very well. Turn to First and Second 
Thessalonians, the earliest writings of the New 
Testament. In the First Epistle, fourth chapter, 
we have resurrection and rapture, but in the con- 
text, there is no hint about the condition of Jew, 
Gentile, or the Church of God at that moment of 
time. It is simply the resurrection and rapture of 
the Church, made known by the “ Logos” (Matt. 
26: 1, the saying), or discourse of the Lord, and 
now unfolded in the fuller revelation as made 
known by Paul. This was the hope and comfort 
of the Church, whether it should come before 
tribulation, during tribulation, or after tribulation. 
There is nothing of secrecy, or of pre-tribulation 
rapture, init. To the world, the Advent should be 
“as a thief in the night,” but the brethren to whom 
Paul wrote were ‘‘ not in darkness,” “ but sons of 
light and sons of the day,” and “ that day ” should 
NOT overtake them “as a thief” (1 Thess. 5: 
1-4). 

In keeping with this is the teaching of Second 
Thessalonians where the very mould of the events 
connected with the Advent is given. The Church 
was in trouble then, it is in trouble now, and it will 
be in tribulation at the Advent. But the encourag- 
ing word comes: “and to you that are afflicted 
(thlibomenois), in tribulation, rest with us, at the 
Revelation of the Lord Jesus from heaven.” But 
those who believe the Church will escape the Tribu- 
lation tell us that the Church will be taken up 
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before that ‘‘ Revelation”? from heaven, made 
known in the second chapter of Second Thessalo- 
nians. Very well, who then are the saints to whom 
Paul wrote in this Second Epistle? They are 
called “the Church in God.” Are they a Jewish 
Church called out after the present Church is taken 
away? No! They are the same “ Church of the 
Thessalonians”’ addressed by Paul in the First 
Epistle (1 Thess. 1: 1, and 2 Thess. 1: 1-4), for 
they are “in God the Father, and in our Lord 
Jesus Christ,” and they find no rest and no release 
from trouble until “the Revelation of the Lord 
Jesus from heaven.” Clear to the end, and in the 
midst of tribulation, the Church ts found on earth, 
in these Epistles. The Church of the Second 
Epistle is the same body that is addressed in the 
First, working and witnessing for her Lord. 

(5) Again, this recent conjecture is sometimes 
justified by making a difference between the Pa- 
rousia, or coming of the Lord, for the Church, and 
his Apokalypsis, or revelation, with the Church. 
But it is scarcely necessary to say, to students and 
scholars, that this distinction will not hold good. 
Parousia means the Arrival, the last stage of a 
coming, or a personal presence; E;piphaneia means 
the Appearing, or manifestation; Apokalypsis 
means the Revelation, the unveiling, or disclosure. 
These three words represent three aspects of one 
’ event, as every one can see upon examination. The 

p , Lord will be personally present, He will appear to 
‘| 
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the eye, and He will be unveiled in all of His glory. i 
Here are a few examples of the use of these 
words: “ Be patient—unto the coming (Parousia) 
of the Lord” (James 5:7). “ The coming of the 
Lord draweth nigh” (James 5:8). “ Preserved 
entire, without blame unto the coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ” (1 Thess. 5:23). “ They that are 
Christ’s at his coming” (1 Cor. 15: 23). These, 
and other Scriptures that might be quoted, show 
that the coming, or Parousia, was the great event 
put before the waiting hearts of the Apostolic 
Churches. 

The same is true of the Epiphaneia, or the ap- 
pearing. ‘Timothy was exhorted to “keep the 
commandment .. . until the appearing (Epiph- 
aneia) of our Lord” (1 Tim. 6:14). He was 
charged, “by the Kingdom and appearing” to 
preach the word (2 Tim. 4:1). A crown of right- 
eousness was to be given “to all them that love 
his appearing ” (2 Tim. 4:8). The Lord would 
destroy the man of sin “by the appearing of his 
coming”? (2 Thess. 2:14). ‘Looking for the 
blessed hope, even the appearing of the glory 

of our Saviour Jesus Christ” is the atti- 
tude of the saints, as marked in Titus 2: 12. 
Thus, the commandment was to be kept, the word 
was to be preached, the Antichrist was to be de- 
stroyed, the crown was to be received, and the 
blessed hope was to be realized, at the appearing. 

In a similar way, the word Apokalypsis, or reve- 
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lation, is used. The Corinthians were “ waiting 


for the revelation (Apokalypsis) of Christ” 
(R. V., 1 Cor. 1:7). “ The trial of faith ” would 
be found unto glory at the “revelation of 
Jesus Christ”? (1 Pet. 1:7). “ Grace” was to be 
brought, and “ rest” to be given, at the revelation 
of the Lord Jesus (2 Thess. 1: 6-8). 

These Scriptures prove to a demonstration that 
the Parousia, Epiphaneia and Apokalypsis of our 
Lord are not distinct and separate, as to time. 
They are synchronous, and cannot be separated; 
they mark three aspects of one event. ‘The saints 
are raised and presented blameless, at the Pa- 
rousia; they are to look for the Epiphaneia; and 
they are to wait for, and find rest, at the 
Apokalypsis. This use of these three words fixes 
resurrection, rapture and rest for the Church, and 
also, the gathering out of everything that offends 
from the Kingdom, together with the destruction 
of the man of sin, at the end of the Great Tribu- 
lation. , 

Lastly, in a tract entitled “The time of the 
end,” this question seems, to the writer, to have 
been definitely settled. Dr. W. J. Erdman, the 
author, shows that “the Great Tribulation’’ be- 
longs to a definite period of time called “ the end” 
or “ the time of the end,” and also, that the preach- 
ing of the Gospel by the Church continues to that 
same end. “Tribulation” and “ preaching” are 
both “in the time of the end.” ‘Therefore, the 
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conclusion is inevitable, that the Church must be 
on earth during the time of the end which ts the 
time a the Great Tribulation. It is ‘ preaching ” 
and “ tribulation,” hand in hand, to the very end. 
To deny this, makes it necessary to exclude the / f 
Church from the parable of the sowing of seed’ | 
and the harvest of wheat and tares; also from the / | 
preaching of the Gospel to all nations as a witness fi 
and saddest of all, from the promised presence of) 
the Lord to the end of the Age. The sowing, the — 
preaching, and the presence continue until the end, 
and there is no tribulation after that end comes. | 
It will also exclude the charge given to Timothy, 
and through him, to all the evangelists and pas- 
tors of subsequent years, to “ keep the command- 
ment without spot, without reproach, until the ap- 
pearing of our Lord Jesus Christ.” Here it is as- 
sumed by the Apostle, or rather by the Holy Spirit, 
that the present ministry of the Gospel—the min- 
istry and the Gospel delivered by Paul to Tim- 
othy, and preached by Timothy to the world— 
would continue until the appearing of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. This appearing was the great hope 
set before the Church and it will end this present 
evilAge. 

Thus we see: (1) No Scripture can be found | 
that says the Church will be taken away before the — 
day of unequalled tribulation. (2) Scripture defi- | 
nitely speaks of saints living on earth at the time — 
of the Antichrist and coming up out of “the 
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tribulation, the great one” (Rev. 20: 4-5; Rev. 
7: 14-17). (38) According to the Scofield Refer- 
ence Edition of the Bible, the saints will be in the 
tribulation under the Antichrist. In a marginal 
note upon the seventh chapter of Daniel, and the 
eighteenth, twenty-second, twenty-fifth and 


' twenty-seventh verses, Dr. Scofield says, “ That 
' these are church saints seems clear from Acts 
| 16: 27 and other references.” This Scripture dis- 
\ tinctly says that the Antichrist will make war with 


the saints and prevail against them and wear out 
‘the lives of the saints. (4) There is no difference 
/made between the Coming, Appearing and Reve- 


‘lation of Christ, and therefore no ground for say- 
' ing that Christ will come for, and afterwards come 


with His saints. (5) These two “second” com- 


| ings of Christ, two “ first Resurrections ” and two 


Raptures are absurd and contradictory. (6) The 
Church continues her testimony, and Christ con- 


_ tinues His presence with the Church, until the end 
of the Age. (7) The Tribulation precedes the 
_ end, and the Resurrection and Rapture is the end 


ener nnret 


of the Age. (8) The Church, therefore, will fol- 
low in the footsteps of the Lord, having her great- 
est suffering at the hands of man in the Tribula- 
tion at the close of her ministry, and she shall 
have the supreme honour of “ suffering with ”’ her 
Lord and Saviour, as well as the comfort of His 
presence to the very end of her glorious career. 
It is sometimes objected that God loves His 
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Church too well to permit it to pass through the | 
Great Tribulation. But is it so? We may judge — 
the future from the past. Did He interfere when 
bitter persecution came from the Jews who put 
our Lord to death and sought to crush His fol- 
lowers at the beginning? Did His love interfere 
when untold suffering came from the heathen ru- 
lers of Pagan Rome? Did He interfere during the 
long years of persecution and torture that were en- 
dured at the hands of Papal Rome? Has He in- 
terfered to stay the hands of cruel fiends who have 
outraged and murdered Armenian saints during 
the past four or five centuries? Were not mis- 
sionaries and their converts dear to the heart of 
God and did He take them out of the massacres 
that attended the Boxer outrage in China? God 
is love and He loved the Church of these past days, 
but in spite of His love, He left the saints to suf- 
fer from the awful persecutions of professed 
Christians, of unbelieving Jews, of brutal pagan 
rulers, of fiendish barbarians and of heartless 
bigots. Now, what reason have we to expect Him 
to change His methods in the future? 

Is it a reasonable supposition? What nation 
would think of withdrawing her bravest and most 
trusted troops from the seat of war at the supreme 
moment of struggle with some great enemy? The 
Tribulation will be at the time when the Anti- 


christ and the powers of darkness are making | | 
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God and to crush His faithful servants out of ex- 
istence; and will the Church thus be deprived of 
the honour of showing her devotion and supreme 
loyalty at that crucial moment? If our hearts 
were filled with love and loyalty to our Lord, we 
would be slow to believe that God would deprive 
us of the honour and glory of being His witnesses 
during that coming hour when the great Adver- 
sary shall declare a war of extermination to the 
saints and of victory against their Lord? Is it not 
true that God has marked out the same path for 


His Church that was trod by His Son, our 
Saviour? Is the “ body ” to be excused from suf- 
_ fering the same sorrows as the “Head”? “We 
' must through much tribulation enter into the 


Kingdom of God.” It partakes of the weakness 
of the flesh and not of the fidelity of the Spirit, to 
shrink from suffering with, and for, the Lord. Is 
not the wish the father of the thought? Such 
deliverance from suffering, for a small segment of 
the Church, at the supreme moment of its exist- 
ence, when it is in trouble, for the sake of the 
Blessed Lord, is abhorrent to the feelings of every 
saint who knows anything of the price paid for 
the Redemption. And “unto us it is given in the 
behalf of Christ, not only to believe on him, but 
to suffer for his sake.” ‘The Christians in the 
days of the Apostles “rejoiced that they were 
counted worthy to suffer shame for his name,” 
and the Christians of the coming hour of trial 
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should be equally loyal and heroic, and rejoice 
that they, too, are “counted worthy” to endure 
the unequalled suffering of that awful day. 

A man of God and a great scholar has said: 
“Others again, whilst owning the approach of a 
coming struggle with the powers of darkness, tell 
us with all confidence (though Scripture positively 
teaches the reverse) that the saints of God are to 
be taken from the earth before the hour of Truth’s 
last conflict comes, and would have us believe that 
it is a blessing to be deprived of the honour of 
fighting in that last great battle-field where soldier- 
ship for Christ is most needed, and triumph is 
most glorious. They seem to count it no honour 
to be numbered among the faithful few who will 
at that time ‘ overcome because of the blood of the 
Lamb and the word of their testimony, and will 
not love their lives unto the death’ (Rev. 12: 11). 
To see such obstinate determination not to bow to 
Holy Scripture at a moment when there ought to 
be the closest adhesion to its testimonies, is bit- 
terly discouraging; for all hope of union in the 
Truth (the only union which really meets the re- 
quirements of God) is hereby frustrated.” 


IV 
A COMMON MISTAKE 


P ; A HE Rapture of the Church is mentioned 
but once in the Bible; but any one, not 
acquainted with this fact, while listening 

to many modern teachers of prophecy, might think 

it is mentioned as often as the doctrine of faith. 

The Rapture is in evidence at the beginning, the 

middle and ending of their addresses. It is gen- 

erally taught that the first thing that happens at 
the Return of the Lord is the Rapture of the 

Church. On a careful study of Scripture, it is 

discovered to be otherwise. The invariable teach- 

ing is that we shall be made like Christ at the Ad- 
vent, inwardly and outwardly (Col. 3:4; John 

3:2, and Phil. 3:21). Whether the Coming, the 

Appearing or the Revelation of the Lord is men- 

tioned, the thing that is always connected there- 

with is the change that takes place in the believers 

—they become like their Lord. 

We do not now know what awaits us but we do 
know that ‘if he shall be manifested, we shall be 
like him, for we shall see him as he is” (1 John 1: 
3). This change takes place “ at the last trump,” 
“in the twinkling of an eye.” Everything in the 
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Epistles conforms to the mould in the parable of 
the “wheat and tares.” The “ wheat,” or true 
Christians, will be raised and changed in the 
twinkling of an eye, and in glory. Then the 
“tares”’ will be gathered out first, and bound in 
bundles with a view to burning; and the wheat will 
be gathered into the garner—that will be the Rap- 
ture. It will be remembered that, during the 
Lord’s absence, the servants are forbidden to at- 
tempt separating the false from the true, “lest ye 
root up the wheat with them.” But at “the time 
of the harvest,” some change will have taken place 
in the true believers so that no possible mistake 
can be made—the tares can be taken out at that 
time, at the end, without any destruction of the 
wheat. 

Now, how is this explained? In 1 Thessa- 
lonians 4: 16-17 the Scripture teaches that the 
living saints will not precede or be “caught up” 
to the Lord, before the saints that were dead. 
“ The dead in Christ will rise first,” that is, they 
will be raised before the living saints will be 
“caught up.” But the resurrection of the dead 
saints and the change of the living saints will take 
place at the same moment, and then there will 
surely be a brief space (epezta) between the resur- 
rection and the Rapture. During that brief space 
of time, the “tares are gathered first,” and then 
Christ will be “marvelled at in them that believed” 
(2 Thess. 1:10). The glory manifested in these 
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changed saints will cause astonishment to nominal 
professors, gathered in bundles, when the true be- 
lievers are seen “to shine forth as the sun in the 
Kingdom of their Father” (Matt. 18:48). 
There will be no possibility of mistaking the 
“tares”’ for the “ wheat” then. The glory of the 
true saints will shine out with a divine hope while 
the spurious professors will blanch with blank 
despair. Whatever manipulations may be made 
with the words of this parable, nothing can change 
this: “ Let both grow together until the harvest: ” 
and “ the harvest is the end of the Age.’ ‘There- 
fore, the wheat cannot be gathered into the garner 
three and a half years, or seven years, or seventy 
years, or an indefinite number of years, before the 
end of the Age and before dealing with the tares. 
BoTH GROW TOGETHER in the same field, under the 
same conditions UNTIL this Age ends with the Ad- 
vent of the Lord. 


V 
INTERVENING EVENTS 


T has been taught that the Church is such a 

| unique body that there are no events placed 

before her heart except the one great Hope, 

her returning Lord. This is an assumption with- 
out warrant. 

If, however, nothing had been revealed to the 
Church except its crowning Hope, then it would 
have been wrong to say that any event must occur 
before He comes back for His own. But, if many 
things are revealed concerning Israel, the Church 
and the unbelieving world, to transpire during this 
period—if many things are made known as occur- 
ring immediately preceding the Advent, it cer- 
tainly becomes our duty to heed what has been said 
and to expect what has been predicted. Many 
such predictions still remain unfulfilled, and this 
fact puts us in circumstances closely resembling 
those of the early Church. 

Christians, who, because of inattention to the 
Scripture, cherish the expectation of Christ’s Re- 
turn at any moment, ought to be respected because 
of their love of His appearing, but we ought not 


to forget that any feeling not in harmony with the 
Iol 
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Scripture is of the flesh and not of the Spirit. 
Such an attitude is not the same as that of the 
Apostles who certainly looked for events as inter- 
vening between their work and the Lord’s Advent. 
If they pleased the Lord, while expecting events 
first, because revealed, surely we will also please 
Him, while looking for predicted events. 

It is frankly conceded that the one Great Hope 
is the Coming of the Lord, and also, that by the 
power of the Holy Spirit, our thoughts may be 
carried forward beyond all intervening events to 
the Advent, but when men say there are no pre- 
dicted events intervening, they are going contrary 
to the Scriptures. Such expectation of events did 
not dim the Hope in the hearts of the Apostles, 
and it does not make that Hope less precious in 
our hearts to-day. The late George Muller, of 
holy memory, when asked if the Lord’s Coming 
was any less precious to him after he had given up 
the “any moment ” expectation, replied: “‘ Oh, no, 
the Coming of the Lord is infinitely more precious 
to me now. I used to be looking up to see the 
heavens part and the Lord to return, and I looked 
in vain. But now, when I see predicted events 
coming to pass, I say, ‘ Praise the Lord, He will 
soon be here—only a few more things to come to 
pass, and then I shall lift up my head and rejoice 
because I know He is coming soon.’ ” 

Surely the Holy Spirit would not have moved 
John to record the prediction of Peter’s violent 
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death (John 21: 18), nor would He have dictated 
Peter’s reference to that prediction (2 Pet. 
1: 14-15) if He did not want us to know and con- 
sider preceding events. Nor would Paul have 
warned the Ephesian Elders of the entrance of 
“grievous wolves” from without, and the rise of 
men speaking “perverse things” from within, if he 
thought Christians were to be kept in ignorance of 
coming events, so as to have them in mind. To 
oppose a consideration of intervening events is to 
condemn the teaching of both the Lord and of His 
Apostles. As for the Lord, He treated the Apos- 
tles as friends, and told them of their world-wide 
mission, of the hatred they would have to face 
from the world, of the time when men would think 
they did God service by killing them, of the coming 
Comforter and His timely help, and of many other 
events between the Departure and the Return of 
the Lord. He even intimated that some of them 
would not live to witness His Return (John 
16:2). This does not interfere with the power 
of the blessed Hope over the heart and life any 
more than the expectation of a letter, before the 
arrival of a friend, diminishes the heart’s desire 
for hiscoming. This was the attitude of the early 
Church and this should be our attitude “ until He 
Come.” 

If the Olivet Discourse of Matthew twenty- 
four is not for Christians because it is character- 
istically Jewish in place and circumstance, then we 


104 SCRIPTURAL TRUTH 


have no part in the instruction given in John, chap- 
ters 14-17, which are equally Jewish. A great 
scholar and a profound student of prophecy has 
said: “If it be once admitted that the Apostles did 
not receive instructions from the Lord as Chris- 
tians for Christians, the foundations of Christian 
truth are gone.” It appears from the description of 
the heavenly City (Rev. 21: 12-14), which City is 
“ the Bride of the Lamb,” that the names of twelve 
Apostles of Christ are in that City. They are im- 
portant parts of that Church. 

It is true that, what is recorded in Matthew 
twenty-four, Mark thirteen, and Luke twenty- 
one, was given to Jews who were only Christians in 
prospect, but all that was given concerning Bap- 
tism and the Lord’s Supper was also given to the 
same men—Christians in prospect. The company 
with the Lord on Olivet and in the “ upper room ” 
in Jerusalem, and for whom the prayer in the sev- 
enteenth chapter of John was offered, and also 
those to whom the Great Commission was given, 
were all one and the same company. If one part 
of these instructions is to be excluded, then all 
should be excluded. It is well known that the 
logical mind of the late Dr. Bullinger not only re- 
jected this instruction in these prophetic chapters, 
but also rejected baptism and the Lord’s Supper as 
not belonging to this present Church period. He 
was at least logical and consistent when he made 
all these teachings of no force now but applicable 
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to the believers in Christ who might be saved after 
the Church was “caught up.” Indeed, he went 
further, and excluded the whole of the Book of 
Revelation and taught that the Seven Churches of 
Asia would be raised up after the Rapture of the 
Church. He then declared that the instructions 
given in the second and third chapters of Revela- 
tion were for those Jewish Churches to be con- 
verted in a coming day—the day of the Lord. 
Moreover, the ‘‘ notes” in the Scofield Bible de- 
clare that we must look to the Epistles for 
“ Church truth ”—all else is tossed into the “ Jew- 
ish waste-basket.” 

There are some who go so far as to say that no 
believer came into the full standing of a Church 
position at Pentecost, and that only those who be- 
lieved, after the days of Paul, had that distinction. 
Thus did not Paul think for he said he had “ perse- 
cuted the Church of God” before his conversion 
(1 Cor. 15:9). He also declares that his testi- 
mony was the same as that of the other Apostles. 
“Whether it were I or they, so we preach and so 
me peeved’ (1 Cor, 15:11). 

According to Paul, those who had believed later 
were, through grace, received into the same fellow- 
ship and on equal terms with the first Jewish be- 
lievers (Eph. 3:6). Some of the earliest be- 
lievers seemed to have supremacy over the later 
converts. In fact there is no Scripture to hint that 
believers previous to the first coming of Christ, or 
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during His earthly ministry, or at Pentecost, or 
after that event, were excluded from the Church 
of God. 

It will help us to a right understanding if we 
bear in mind that the prophecy in Matthew twenty- 
four was spoken after our Lord had closed His 
Ministry towards Israel. He was presented to the 
rulers of Israel for the /ast time in the preceding 
chapter. They rejected Him and He turned away 
from them. On leaving, He said: “ Ye shall not 
see me until ye shall say,” etc. Then, leaving 
their “house desolate,’ He passed outside while 
the Jews were left within. He was rejected by 
them and they by Him. When we come to chap- 
ter twenty-four, the “Ye” of that chapter is 
addressed to the disciples who had accepted the 
Lord and who were accepted by Him, while both 
He and they were outside of the City and the Tem- 
ple. They were gathered around Him as the 
earth-rejected and heaven-accepted Christ, and 
they were identified with Him in rejection and ac- 
ceptance. They were sharing His sorrows and 
heirs of His glory. As such, the Lord addressed 
them then and there, and the “ Ye” of this address 
included both the four Apostles present, and also 
all who, in subsequent years, until the Return of 
the Lord, would become His disciples,—all such, 
until the moment of His manifestation in glory. 

After the conversion of Cornelius this “ Ye” 
applied to Gentile believers, and, within the first 
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century thereafter, it was restricted almost entirely 
to Gentiles. It is quite probable that towards the 
close of this Age, Jewish believers will be greatly 
increased. Hence, in addressing this company as 
“Ye,” they were told, as Christ unfolded the fu- 
ture: “ But the End is not yet.” And as the bud- 
ding of the fig tree indicates the approach of 
Spring, so the events mentioned in this discourse, 
down to the “Abomination of desolation,” would 
bring into view such events that, when seen, the 
disciples would know that the “Coming of the 
Lord is nigh, even at the doors.” It is plain that 
our right attitude, pleasing to the Lord, is to watch 
for “these things”’ and to learn from them how 
near the Lord’s Return is in fulfillment. 

The late Mr. James Wright, of Bristol, son-in- 
law of George Muller, says: “ The intervening 
events (of which we are forewarned) stand in re- 
lation to the Advent of the Lord as the semaphore 
stands to the incoming train. You go down to the 
station to meet a beloved friend, whom you know 
is coming by a particular train, and while waiting 
you watch the signals. As long as the semaphore 
stands at right angles, you know the train has not 
passed the last station. What were you waiting 
for? The dropping of the semaphore? No, your 
friend ; but you watch for the signals, because they 
show when your friend is near.” 


VI 
AN IMAGINARY DIFFICULTY 


PROMINENT minister, at a Conference 
A in Philadelphia, recently told how he 

came to solve a difficulty by adopting the 
theory that Christ would come first for His saints 
and, seven years afterwards, would come with His 
saints. He said: “There are two comings de- 
scribed in the twenty-fourth chapter of Matthew 
that are so absolutely unlike as to demand that ex- 
planation.” But he does not venture to tell us in 
what verses he finds those “ two comings ” in that 
chapter. They are not there. ‘This teacher told 
of the difficulty he had “in attempting to reconcile 
the apparent contradictions of the Bible’s teaching 
regarding this event.” It does not seen to have 
occurred to him that the “ contradictions’ are ac- 
counted for in the same way that he would account 
for the apparent contradictions named by the in- 
fidels, viz.: in both cases, they are in the minds of 
the men and not in the Word of God. The Rabbis, 
in Old Testament days, found such “ apparent con- 
tradictions ” in the prophecies respecting the first 
Advent, that they thought there must be “ two 
Messiahs.” Now the same blindness makes “ two 
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comings.” He gives samples of his ‘“ apparent 
contradictions ” thus: 

One set of Scripture represents Christ as coming 
in great power and glory, and seen by every eye, 
while other Scriptures say: “ Behold, I come as a 
thief ” and “ one shall be taken and another left.” 
But the brother fails to notice that in 1 Thessalo- 
nians 5: 2-4, it is distinctly taught that Christ only 
comes “as a thief in the night” in the day of the 
Lord, to men of the world who say “ peace, peace ” 
when sudden destruction is coming. And in the 
same chapter it is said of the Christian, “ Ye are 
not in darkness that that day should overtake you 
as a thief.”” When that day comes, both the saved 
and the unsaved—men in the darkness and men in 
the light—remain together on earth until the Ad- 
vent. The one waits for the Lord’s return with 
joyful expectation, while the other is taken by sur- 
prise and calls for defense from the rocks. Why 
create difficulties where they do not exist? 

As to the other Scripture, where our Lord 
speaks of “one taken and the other left,” there is 
nothing that suggests secrecy (Matt. 24:40). 
This saying of our Lord is spoken in connection 
with the surprise and destruction which came upon 
unbelievers while Noah and his family were safe 
and at rest in the ark. The simple meaning, as 
the context shows, is this: One person, who had 
taken shelter behind the blood of Christ, was taken 
up to be alongside of Him (that is what the word 
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“‘paralambano”’ means); the other was “left” 
for the judgment of God in the day of wrath, 
which follows after the Tribulation and after the 
Rapture. Surely there is nothing here to even 
suggest that “ the coming of Christ is divided into 
distinct events which are to be separated by seven 
years.” The same double aspect of the one event 
appears often in the Epistles, for example in 2 
Thessalonians 1: 6-9. “To you who are afflicted, 
rest with us at the revelation of the Lord Jesus, in 
flaming fire rendering vengeance to them that 
know not God and obey not the gospel.” Here is 
the same truth—one resting alongside of the Lord, 
and the other left to the flaming fire of the angels 
of His power. But there is not a hint of Christ 
coming first for His saints and, afterwards, with 
the saints. 

Jude fourteen is sometimes quoted as teaching 
that Christ will come with His saints—“ with His 
holy myriads.” But this prophecy was given by 
Enoch and the Church was never known by Old 
Testament prophets. The Greek word means 
“holy ones” and evidently refers to the angels 
who come “ with” their Lord before the Church is 
caught up (Matt. 25: 31 and 2 Thess. 1: 8). 

In 1 Thessalonians 4: 14, there is no hint of the 
Church coming from heaven; those who had 
“fallen asleep in Jesus” are brought with Christ 
from the dead (1 Thess. 4: 14), and those who are 
alive and remain never die, but are changed, and 
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both are “ caught up ” and none are brought down. 
They “ meet ”’ the Lord that they may return with 
Him. 

Before anything visible happens on earth, ac- 
cording to Daniel 7: 9-11, and 13-14, and 19-22, 
and 25-26, judgment sits in heaven upon the Anti- 
christ who “speaks great words against the most 
High and wears out the saints of the most High.” 
Then the Son of Man is brought before “ the An- 
cient of days,’ and He is invested im heaven with 
a kingdom that is universal and shall never pass 
away. The dominion is taken away from the 
beast, and the greatness of the kingdom under the 
whole heaven is given to the people of the saints of 
the Most High; that is, Christ and the Church 
share the universal and everlasting Kingdom, 
while the redeemed Israelites, “the people of the 
saints of the most High,” have their earthly aspect 
of the kingdom placed in their hands when “ all 
Israel shall be saved.” Then the prayer, ‘“ Thy 
Kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is 
in heaven,” shall be fulfilled. Then shall a King 
reign in righteousness and the whole earth shall 
be filled with the knowledge of the Lord. 


Vil 
THE MORNING STAR 


VERY curious argument is used to advo- 
A cate the ‘‘ Coming for,” before the “ Com- 

ing with” the saints, derived from a mis- 
understanding of Scripture. They say that Christ 
is the morning star (Rev. 22:16) and, as “the 
morning star”? appears before the rising sun, 
Christ will come for His saints before He comes 
with His saints to the earth as the “sun of right- 
_ eousness.” 

But these brethren fail to see that, according to 
this symbol, the sun follows the star immediately. 
The proverbial “ darkest hour ”’ precedes the dawn 
but never follows it. Accordingly, the rise of the 
“Morning Star” on the horizon leaves no room 
for the dark days of the Great Tribulation to fol- 
low afterwards. ‘The lesser light of the star is 
followed by the greater light of the sun, and there 
is no space between. Moreover, they do not seem 
to see that the “star” is an emblem of higher 
glory than the “sun.” The rays of the sun are 
adapted to this creation and it is a part of our 
earthly system. But the star is so distant that we 


know little of its essential glory. It belongs to an- 
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other system—to a distant and heavenly sphere, 
and it is a symbol of the unearthly glory that will 
come with the Lord at “ the appearing of the glory 
of our great God and Saviour ” (Titus 2: 13). 
Our Lord will give heavenly glory to the 
Church, for “the bright and morning star’’ will 
be given to each blood-washed believer (Rev. 
2:28). It will be the glory that eye hath not seen, 
nor ear heard, nor the heart of man conceived, but 
it has been revealed to our faith now, and will be 
brought to our possession when the Lord comes. 
Then will the heavenly glory break for the first 
time upon the shores of this dark world. It will 
be the glory of “the morning star,” suited to the 
heavenly sphere into which the Church will be 
raised. But He will also be as the “ sun of right- 
eousness ”’ “ with healing in his beams,” to Israel 
and to the earth, during the Millennium. 
Therefore, true to all other prophetic teachings 
of the Bible, the Lord will deal with the professed 
Church first, assigning the “ goats’ to their doom, 
and receiving the “ sheep ” into His own glory in 
the heavenly sphere of the Kingdom of God. At 
the same time He will crush the Antichrist, with 
all the unrepentant Jews and unbelieving Gentiles 
gathered about Him, while repentant Israel and 
the saved Nations will enter into the revealed 
blessings of the earthly sphere of the Kingdom. 
Although we are still in the last stages of the 
world’s night, our morning star may be appre- 
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hended by faith even now, while we “ take heed in 
our hearts ” unto the sure word of prophecy which 
shines in a squalid place, until the day dawn and 
the day star arise (2 Peter 1:19). Immediately 
after the Church is received into the heavenly 
sphere of the Kingdom, Israel will enter upon her 
earthly aspect, true to the symbol of Star and Sun. 
The Church will enter heavenly glory first, and 
then Israel will enter upon her earthly inheritance. 


Vill 
THE THESSALONIAN EPISTLES 


p A HESE portions of the New Testament are 
accepted as the earliest writing of the 
Apostles in founding the Christian 

Church. ‘They were written by Paul as moved by 
the Holy Spirit, and they express the views re- 
vealed to Paul and taught by him, down to the 
end of his ministry. Here, if anywhere, is the 
mould of truth concerning the course of this Age 
and its end at the time of the Advent. 

Let us review its teachings briefly. A more 
elaborate and scholarly view, from the pens of Dr. 
Erdman and Dr. Moorehead, will appear in a sup- 
plement. Of these two men I need only say that, 
in the judgment of the writer, they are surpassed 
by no expositors in scholarship, in spiritual insight, 
in fearless and fair-minded interpretation of Scrip- 
ture, by any writers of the last half century. 

In the First Epistle, the Apostle deals with the 
raising of the dead Saints, the changing of the 
living Saints and the Rapture of both, to be with 
the Lord. All agree that the resurrection, trans- 
formation and Rapture take place when Christ 
comes back for His own. All careful students of 

IIS 


116 SCRIPTURAL TRUTH 


Scripture agree that only those who belong to 
Christ are raised, changed and caught up to meet 
Him at the time of the Advent. There is no hint 
as to whether this Resurrection and Rapture will 
be before, or after, or during the Tribulation. 
Nothing concerning the Tribulation is under con- 
sideration, and, therefore, no notice is taken of it. 
All depends upon the Advent (1 Thess. 4: 138-18). 

A very definite truth is settled, however, by the 
word translated “to meet,” which has a distinct 
and definite meaning. It is only used three times 
in the New Testament, and in every case it means 
to meet and to return with the person met. There- 
fore, those caught up, meet the Lord and return 
with Him. ‘The first instance of its use is in Mat- 
thew 25: 1 and 6. The virgins went out to meet 
the bridegroom. They who were ready returned 
and went in. These virgins, with flaming torches, 
met the bridegroom, returned with him, and en- 
tered into the marriage feast. They did not meet 
him and then go off to some unknown place for a 
time of revelry, but returned with the bridegroom. 
Again, it occurs in the description of Paul’s perilous 
journey after landing in Italy. He came to Putuoli 
and the brethren having heard of his arrival, 
started out to meet Paul “as far as the market of 
Appius and the Three Taverns.” For this meet- 
ing of brethren, Paul thanked God, took courage 
and entered into Rome with the brethren who met 
him. The virgins met and returned with the bride- 
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groom, the brethren met, and returned with Paul 
to Rome, and the Church will meet and return with 
Christ to the earth. This is the established mean- 
ing of the Greek word used here. The Church 
will not meet her Lord and then go to some place 
unpromised, unrevealed and unknown, to have 
what some of these pre-tribulation brethren tell us 
will be a “ honeymoon trip.” ‘They also teach that, 
in the meantime, bedlam is to be let loose amongst 
men, the devil is to have full sway and the untold 
sorrows of the great Tribulation will overflow the 
race for three and a half, or seven, or seventy, or 
an unlimited number of years! All this time Christ 
is so absorbed with His Bride that the sorrows of 
humanity move Him not, and the saints in glory 
pity not, neither do they help their suffering hu- 
man brothers. And all this heartless slander on 
the name of Him who laid down His life for man, 
we are expected to believe, without any hint in 
Scripture to support it. Let those believe it who 
can, but for ourselves, it is impossible! 

We should always bear in mind that the divi- 
sions of the Scripture into chapter and verse are 
man’s doings and are not of God. Accordingly, 
in the fifth chapter, following what is said of the 
Advent, the Apostle continues to discuss the facts 
that “the Lord himself shall descend from 
heaven,” that “‘ God will bring with Jesus,” out of 
their graves, those who have fallen asleep, and that 
the living shall be changed. Then he avoids agv 
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consideration of ‘times and seasons,” for these 
events had previously been made known to the 
Thessalonians, but he says that “the day of the 
Lord,” which will be ushered in by the Advent, 
will be “like a thief in the night” to a@ lost world. 
When they say peace, “ sudden destruction” will 
prevent any escape. But that day “ will not over- 
take” believers as a thief. Why? Because “ God 
has not appointed us ’—those who have believed 
and who have been washed in the precious blood 
—‘‘to wrath, but to obtain salvation by our Lord 
Jesus Christ.” Here, as everywhere, Salvation 
and Condemnation accompany the one and only 
“second coming,” the one and only “ first resur- 
rection”? and the one and only Rapture of “ the 
Church of the first-born ones.” 


SECOND ‘THESSALONIANS 


Let it be clearly understood that this Second 
Epistle is written to the same Church—the same 
body of people—as that to which the First Epistle 
was written. This must be clearly seen and firmly 
held because our brethren who teach the pre-tribu- 
lation Rapture, in order to avoid the force of some 
statements of this Epistle, teach that the Second 
Epistle assumes that “ the Church will have been 
caught up already as made known in the First 
Epistle.” Paul, they say, “ was addressing a body 
of believers existing on earth after Christ had 
come for his saints.” It would seem that in order 
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to discredit this absurd view nothing more would 
be needed than to state it. However, read care- 
fully the introduction of this Epistle and observe 
that it is addressed“ To the Church of the Thessa- 
lonians in God our Father and in the Lord Jesus 
Christ.” This is certainly the present condition 
of the Christian Church. The Apostle then com- 
mends them because of their “ patience and faith 
in all their persecutions and affliction.” Here is 
certainly a letter written to the Thessalonian 
Church sii] on earth, in persecution, and not to a 
body of believers raised up, after the Rapture. 
Now notice how Paul connects the “rest” of 
the Saints with the “vengeance” on the rebels. 
In verse seven he says: “ To you that are afflicted, 
rest with us at the revelation of the Lord Jesus 
from heaven with the angels of his power in flam- 
ing fire, rendering vengeance to those that know 
not God and that obey not the gospel of our Lord 
Jesus Christ.” Here you have the two sides to 
one event: The “ rest” and the “ vengeance,” both 
at the same time, and the “rest” to the same 
Christians who are to be changed and “ caught 
up” when “the Lord himself shall descend from 
heaven,” while the “ vengeance” falls upon those 
who refuse to know God and refuse to obey the 
gospel” (2 Thess. 1: 7-10; 1 Thess. 4:16). This 
also comes at the time when “ He comes to be 
glorified in his saints and marvelled at in all that 
believe in that day.” And “that day” begins 
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with the Advent, the resurrection and glory to the 
saints, but it is wrath to the apostate sinners. It 
is the beginning of the day of the Lord. 


Second Chapter. 

We herewith produce a careful and literal trans- 
lation of this chapter. Because Jiteral, it does not 
read so smoothly as if translated freely, but if read 
with attention, the exact expression of Paul’s mind 
will be seen and erroneous views will be avoided.” 

It has been taught in recent years, since the pre- 
tribulation Rapture came to the front, that the one 
to “be taken out of the way” (verse 7) is the 
Holy Spirit. This interpretation assumes, without 
proof, that the Church will be “ caught up” before 
the ‘‘ Man of Sin” is manifested, and assumes also, 
that the “restraining” one is the Holy Spirit. 
But it would seem to be incredible that those who 
will be witnesses for God against the Antichrist 
will be left to their own resources in coping with 
the delusions and awful persecutions of that hour, 
without the aid of the Holy Spirit. 

When we come to consider the phrase “ taken 
out of the way,” it is plainly a mistranslation. 
This will be admitted by all who know anything 
about the original Greek: (Hoos ek mesou gen- 
atai), which, literally translated, is, “ until out of 
the midst it came to pass.” The mystery of in- 
iquity, or the secret purpose of lawlessness, is al- 
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ready working, only there is one now, withholding 
until it comes into being out of the midst. This is 
what the Greek text says. ‘There is not the slight- 
est suggestion of any force from without taking 
away that which hinders. What is plainly stated is 
that something from within comes to the surface 
and exists without, when the restraining force 
ceases to act, and then shall the lawless one be un- 
covered, whom the Lord will consume by the 
breath of His mouth, and bring to naught by the 
shining forth of His Coming—the Epiphany of 
His Parousia. 

The mould of truth connected with the Advent 
is very clear in this chapter and conforms to what 
is made known, although less fully, in other Scrip- 
tures. Here it is: 

(1) The Apostacy, or falling away. This must 
come before “the coming of the Lord and our 
being brought together unto him.” ‘This Greek 
word, translated “ falling away,” has in it the 
force of wilful departure. 

(2) This falling away, or wilful departure, 
opens the door for the uncovering of the lawless 
one who is the son of perdition or of destruction— 
the Antichrist. 

(3) This wicked one will act against God and 
exalt himself above all that is called God, or is an 
object of worship, and he will sit in the Temple of 
God and claim that he is God. ‘This is the outline 
for the order of events. 
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(4) There was hidden evil at work in the days 
of Paul, and it is viewed as continuing to work 
until the coming of the Lord. 

(5) There will be some restraining power keep- 
ing this iniquity out of sight so that it will not 
come to the surface before the day appointed for 
its destruction. 

(6) The restraining power will be removed at 
some future time and the lawless one, working se- 
cretly, will come to the surface out of the midst 
and act openly. 

(7) The lawless one, or the Antichrist, will then 
be uncovered—revealed to view—before all. 

(8) This Antichrist, or lawless one, will act 
“with all powerfulness and with signs and lying 
wonder; and in all allurements of unrighteousness 
amongst men, because they did not receive the love 
of the truth for their salvation. 

(9) Then the Lord will consume this lying and 
deceiving monster by the breath of His mouth and 
bring to naught by the brightness of His Coming 
—literally by the Epiphany of His Parousia. 

Here, both of the things for which we have con- 
tended are established: (1) No Advent until the 
revelation of the Antichrist, or lawless one. 
(2) No Rapture until after Antichrist appears, 
under whom comes the Tribulation, and by conse- 
quence, no Rapture until after the Tribulation. 
Everywhere in the New Testament the order of 
events at the closing up of this age is: Apostacy, 
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Antichrist, Tribulation, Advent, and then, Rest 
and glory on the one hand, and WRaTH and pun- 
ishment on the other—and these two aspects of the 
Advent occur at the same time. 


IX 
WATCHING 


es are made to support the “ any 


moment” expectation of the Advent be- 

cause Christ commanded all to “ Watch.” 
In looking over the various meanings given to the 
word translated ‘‘ watch,” as used by our Lord, the 
following will be found as definitions: 

To be cautious; to give strict attention; to guard 
against some destructive calamity; to guard 
against forsaking Christ. (See Matt. 26: 41; 
Mark 14:35). It also means to guard against 
falling into sin (1 Thess. 5:6; 1 Cor. 16:18; 1 
Pet. 5:8). It also means to guard against dan- 
gerous teachers and false doctrines (Acts 20: 31). 

With all these shades of meaning, it is certainly 
a mistake to limit the word to the any moment 
expectation of the Lord’s Return. In every case, 
when it is used in connection with the approaching 
Advent, it will be found in the midst of scenes de- 
scriptive of the close of the present Age. And it 
must always be remembered that Christ, in these 
last discourses, was speaking to a corporate body. 
The late Dr. A. J. Gordon, of grateful memory, 
could consistently expect the Lord to come at any 
moment from his point of view. He held and 


taught until a few months before he died that the 
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Church of Rome was the Apostacy, the Pope the 
Antichrist, and the persecutions of the Roman 
Church were the Tribulation. ‘Therefore, the 
Lord might come at once, for these things were to 
precede His Return to earth. On one occasion, 
when the writer was spending several hours with 
the Doctor, talking of the Lord and of Prophetic 
truth, he said: “If the Lord may not come at any 
moment how is it that He says ‘ Watch,’ ‘in such 
an hour as ye think not He will come.’” ‘The an- 
swer came at once: “‘ Suppose, Doctor, that I had 
known the boy, Gordon, when he was only nine- 
teen years old, and I was a ‘ Seer’ and thus knew 
that some great danger would cross his path when 
he became eighty to ninety years old. I would 
speak to the lad Gordon and warn him of the com- 
ing calamity, although I knew that, in the natural 
course of life, he would have passed away nearly a 
dozen times before the calamity came, and that 
there would be nothing left but the perpetuation of 
the same life, and the continuation of the same 
personality. I could not do otherwise. Just so, 
our Lord did the best He could under the circum- 
stances. He was speaking to a corporate body, con- 
tinuing down to the end of this evil Age, and He 
was speaking through some of the representatives 
of that body to the whole body, although He knew 
that, at the end, there would be nothing left but 
the perpetuation of the same divine life, and the 
continuation of the same corporate body. He could 


126 SCRIPTURAL TRUTH 


not have spoken otherwise.” The Doctor turned 
away his head for a few moments as if absorbed 
in profound thought and then, looking at me, said: 
“T see it; I see it; you are right! But will you 
not admit that there has been a partial fulfilling of 
prophecy all along the history of the Church, and 
after that there will be a filling full of prophetic 
truth just before the end?” Of course I con- 
curred at once. I said that the Pope and the 
Apostacy of Rome were not only partial fulfill- 
ments of these prophecies, but that they were the 
last, and most complete foreshadowing of their 
final fulfillment. His apt way of phrasing truth 
told the exact fact. Rome, the Pope, the perse- 
cutions, were a fulfillment of predictions concern- 
ing the future of the Church, but the “ filling full” 
of these predictions concerning Apostacy, Anti- 
christ, Tribulation and Advent, will come when 
the “ mystery of iniquity ” arises out of the midst, 
and the Antichrist is uncovered to full view. Then 
the Lord will destroy him by the outshining of His 
coming (2 Thess. 2: 7-8). 

We are exhorted to watch against influences 
that gradually dim the spiritual sight; against dan- 
gers that threaten the churches; watch for the 
signs that herald the coming of the Lord, that we 
may be true to the Lord, whether the day be near 
or far, watch so as to wait for God’s Son from 
heaven, and for the day of the saints’ rest and the 
sinners’ doom, 


x 
THE JUDGMENT SEAT OF CHRIST 


r SA HOSE who teach a pre-tribulation rap- 
ture ask, “ Where will there be room for 
the judgment seat of Christ if the Rap- 

ture does not precede the Advent? Do the saints 

not get their reward during the period between the 

Rapture and the subsequent Revelation?” The 

Bible does not say so. In all Holy Scripture the 

reward is connected, immediately, with the appear- 

ing of Christ in glory (Matt. 16: 27-28; 25: 14— 

Bu ercor. 1.14: 1 ‘Thess. 2:19:32 Thess. 1:2; 

2 Tim. 4: 8; Heb. 10: 835-37; 1 Pet. 5: 4). 

The fact of that coming day, when all believers 
will stand before the judgment seat (2 Cor. 5: 10- 
11), not to determine whether they are saved or 
lost, but to make inquiry into their works, whether 
good or bad, and to determine the degree of re- 
ward, will be a principal factor in restraining 
saints from evil and in constraining towards good 
(Rom. 14: 10-12 and 1 Cor. 3: 11-15). This 
coming day and the constraining love of Christ are 
the “push and the pull” of our earnest life of 
devotion. 


If all knew, as both Peter and Paul knew, that 
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they would die before the Advent, the certainty of 
the judgment seat would not be altered, nor would 
the Christian be deprived of a single incentive to 
holiness. It is not how or when that day comes, 
but its certainty that matters. ‘The motive to holi- 
ness and earnestness in work is not in the fear that 
the Lord may come as a thief at night and, by sur- 
prise, catch His servants off duty for a moment, 
but the solemn conviction that all our days must be 
accounted for—whether through resurrection after 
death or translation without death—the scrutiny 
of Him whose eyes are as a flame of fire must be 
faced. 

_ “The motive for holiness of life and for ear- 
nestness of labour is found, not in a fear that the 
Lord may stealthily come and catch His servants 
momentarily off duty, but in a solemn conviction 
that all our days of service must be accounted for 
to Him; that whether our lot be resurrection or 
translation, our lives shall equally be subjected to 
the scrutiny of Him whose eyes are like a flame of 
fire; and that in proportion to our fidelity there 
shall be, in ways but obscurely revealed at present, 
certain reward or certain loss” (An ancient 
author). 


XI 
SIGNS 
BD ints the first coming of Christ, in hu- 


miliation, many things were revealed in 
promise and in prophecy, concerning the 
fact, the manner, and the time of His coming; the 
tribe and the family from which He was to spring; 
the place where He was to be born; the miracles 
attending His ministry; His teaching, death, bur- 
ial, resurrection and ascension to the right hand 
of God, and many other things were made known 
in a definite way. But the Jewish people heeded 
these prophecies and promises so little, and be- 
lieved the traditions of the elders so much, that 
their blinded eyes did not recognize Him when He 
was manifested to Israel, and, accordingly, He was 
rejected and put to death as an impostor and 
blasphemer. 
Should not this guilty ignorance, leading to such 
a tragic end, be a startling warning to us in this 
day, to give careful study to the testimony of the 
Scriptures and not be led astray by unwarranted 
assumptions, or by our preconceived notions, or by 
the plausible but erroneous statements of teachers, 
however prominent their positions or pretentious 
129 
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their assertions? ‘The Holy Scriptures point out, 
in definite terms, in parables and in types, the con- 
ditions to be seen in the professed Church, amongst 
the Jewish people, and amongst Gentile Nations at 
the time of the Return of the Lord to the earth, at 
the end of this present evil Age. If men would 
study the Word of God with careful intelligence, 
“rightly dividing the word of truth,” much of 
present-day confusion would cease, and many 
books, now commended to students and greedily 
read by Christians, would be speedily burned. 
When some of the disciples on the Mount of 
Olives asked the Lord what would be the “ sign ” 
of His coming again and of the end of the Age, 
His answer is in the twenty-fourth chapter of Mat- 
thew. He first of all gives them solemn warning 
against the deceivers who would come saying: “ I 
am the Christ.” These have already appeared and 
will appear again. He then cautions them against 
expecting Him back too soon, just as some of them 
did afterwards in their misinterpretation of what 
the Lord said to Peter about John (John 21: 18- 
23). Hence “ the end is not yet,” is repeated sev- 
eral times in that twenty-fourth chapter. There 
would be wars and rumours.of wars, nations and 
kingdoms warring against each other. Then, from 
the hand of God, would come famines, pestilences 
and earthquakes. ‘Then would follow direct ac- 
tion from man, delivering believers up to affliction, 
to hatred by all nations, and to death. In addition 
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to all this, like the Lord at the end of His life, pro- 
fessed friends would hate and destroy them. Then 
would come the “ false prophets,’ and the love of 
the majority would wax cold because of abounding 
iniquity. And still there would be no Advent until 
the Gospel had been preached to all nations for a 
witness (Matt. 24:14). After that was done 
He said: ‘‘ Then shall the end come,” but not 
before. Every one must have a chance of salva- 
tion. 

By a singular inconsistency, those who teach that 
Christ might have come at “any moment” after 
His ascension, constantly proclaim, at modern Con- 
ferences, the soon-coming of the Lord, because the 
Gospel has been preached to all nations, to all in- 
tents and purposes. ‘They proclaim the truth, as 
based upon a “ sign” given by the Lord, concern- 
ing the Advent, while they deny and contradict 
what they teach concerning the “any moment ”’ 
Advent. If the universal proclamation of the Gos- 
pel must precede the Advent, then by their own 
admission, “ any moment ” is thrown to the winds. 
What a jewel consistency has come to be amongst 
modern teachers of prophecy! 

It is fair to ask what signs now appear on the 
horizon that the Advent is near? There are many 
signs, but we only name a few that are generally 
accepted by prophetic students: 

(a) There must be a “ falling away” or apos- 
tacy first. The falling away must be from among 
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true believers. This word implies a revolt, and not 
merely a departure (2 Thess. 2:3). 

(b) The outbreak of evil spirits came about 100 
years ago, and now we are entering the last days, 
according to 2 Timothy 3: 1-7. 

(c) The revived missionary zeal amidst luke- 
warmness and apostacy leading to nearly universal 
proclamation of the Gospel. 

Amongst the Jews. (a) Shaking amongst the 
dry bones—coming together (Ezek. 87: 1-10). 
(b) The open door, by the approval of the Na- 
tions, for the return to the Holy Land. (c) Some 
nation, or group of Nations under which they will 
organize nationally, resulting in a condition similar 
to that which existed in the time of Christ. 

Amongst the Nations. (a) God has decreed 
that governmental supremacy will never pass out 
from the countries bounded by the Roman Empire. 
Once more this has been assured by the victory of 
the Allies. (b) The recent determination of four 
of the Ten Kingdoms which are to appear at the 
time of the end. These were to correspond to the 
four divisions into which Alexander’s Empire was 
divided, viz.: (1) Greece, (2) Thrace and Bi- 
thynia, (3) Egypt and Syria, and (4) the territory 
from Asia Minor to the Persian Gulf. One more 
Kingdom from the Eastern division of the Roman 
Empire, and five from the West will complete the 
Ten Kingdoms inheriting one Dominion (Dan. 
8:17, 22-25; Dan. 2: 41-42; Dan. 7: 42-47). 
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(c) Struggles and strifes amongst the people, and 
loss of national power to subdue them (Dan. 7: 8- 
12; Dan. 2: 41; Zech. 1:9; Rev. 18: 1-8 and 16— 
17 and Rev. 15: 138-16). (d) Babylon must be 
rebuilt, for it is yet to be destroyed in a way never 
fulfilled in the past (Rev. 17: 1-8; Rev. 18: 19- 
20). (e) The League of Nations is evidently a 
precursor of the united Ten Kingdoms, leaving out 
Russia and Germany, which were never included 
within the Roman domain. (f) The turbulent 
condition and lawlessness of society which will 
finally lead kings to hand over their dominion to 
one man, who will ultimately become the Anti- 
christ (Rev. 17:17). These are signs that the 
end of this is not far away. 


XII 
DANGEROUS EXEGESIS 


ENTION has already been made of the 

M way those who believe that the Church 
will be taken up before the Tribulation 

wrongly divide the Scripture, making it Christian 
“in spots,” while consigning other Scriptures to 
what has been aptly called the “ Jewish waste-bas- 
ket.” They act upon principles similar to those 
practiced by the higher critics, and apparently 
without any reason, except the determination to 
make the Scripture conform to their theory. They 
confidently consign this to the Jews and that to the 
Church with great freedom, and this they call 
“rightly dividing the word of truth.” This is 
seen in the way they deal with the twenty-fourth 
chapter of Matthew. In face of the fact that the 
first fourteen verses fit into the general condition 
of things from the days of Christ until now, those 
verses are tossed over to the Jews. They belong 
to the “‘ Jewish Age,” although no such age is men- 
tioned in the Bible. Then the verses from fifteen 
to twenty-two are also Jewish and belong to a pe- 
riod after the Church has been translated, But 
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when we come to verses twenty-three to twenty- 
eight they are admitted to be Christian and are a 
warning to the Church not to be deceived when 
false Christs rise. But from verse twenty-nine to 
verse thirty-one, the teaching about the Tribulation 
is assigned to the Jews. Then comes the puzzle in 
verses thirty-two to thirty-five. Is it Jewish or is 
it Christian? By common consent “ the fig tree ” 
stands for the Jew, and the tender branch and 
leaves indicate that “summer is nigh”’; that is, 
when Israel begins to revive the Advent of the 
Lord is near. But will the Jew, in the “ Jewish 
Age,” observe these signs in the “fig tree”? It 
seems absurd to expect that some Jews will observe 
these movements among themselves as signs that 
the Messiah will soon appear and bring in the 
summer of peace. If it is for us Christians, then 
what we see now makes it plain that the Advent is 
near. 

Then come verses thirty-six to forty-four, and 
our “any moment” brethren are quite confident 
that the Lord is again talking to Christians, because 
we are to “ watch, for we know not at what hour 
the Lord will come; in an hour that we think not 
the Lord cometh.” 

Also, when we come to verses forty-five to fifty- 
one, these brethren are not only sure that the Lord 
is speaking to the Church, but they also class us 
who believe in intervening events and unfilled 
prophecy with “ that evil servant ” who says ‘“‘ my 
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Lord delayeth his coming.” ‘They fail to see that 
the wickedness of that servant does not consist in 
what he says but what he does. He states a fact that 
the Lord did delay, but he yields to the temptation 
to which that fact affords opportunity. Thus, it 
is Jewish “in spots” and Christian “in spots.” 
This is exactly the manner of the higher critics, 
On their own authority, and for reasons that to 
all others seem absurd, the “higher critics” 
assign one part to E. and another to J. E.., another 
to J. P. And then one part has been arranged by 
an unknown hand; it is an interpolation. In other 
words, these beloved brethren employ the pen 
knife which was so freely used in the days of 
Jeremiah. Some of these brethren allow that 
John’s Gospel and Epistles, and the Prison Epistles 
of Paul are Christian, but all the rest is thrown 
into the “ Jewish waste-basket.” One leading 
teacher tells us what a joy and what light came 
when he discovered that the whole of Matthew 
was for the Jews. The Sermon on the Mount, 
The Lord’s Prayer, the Parables, the command to 
preach the Gospel to all nations, must go; Hebrews 
must go also for it says, “So much the more as 
ye see the day approaching.” That verse utterly 
destroys the “any moment” theory. The belief 
that Christ might come at any time, and that the 
Rapture must precede the Tribulation, must stand, 
no matter what violence is done to the Word of 
God! ‘This is penned with sorrow, but was Paul 
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any less Christlike because he rebuked Peter in 
plain words and to his face? 

We are commanded to watch for the signs of 
Christ’s coming (Luke 21: 29-31) ; also to watch 
and pray that we may be strengthened to escape 
certain things of coming danger (Luke 21: 36). 
Some try to make it appear that if we obey this 
command we are waiting for the promised sign 
and not for the Lord. But that must be a strange 
love, when a promise is made by an absent friend 
that he would send some token of his return, if that 
promise should so fix his thoughts on the token as 
to forget the friend. Our Lord uses the “ fig tree ” 
indicating the nearness of the coming summer, as 
an illustration of how we should watch the 
“signs” to cheer our hearts concerning the near- 
ness of His Return. When the things promised 
are seen, then we are to lift up our heads (Matt. 
24: 83). 
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XITI 
WEY IS IT? 


4 “MIME and again, we are asked, “ Why is it 
that all the leading teachers, and the most 
spiritually minded Christians believe in 

the any moment Coming, and also in the pre- 
tribulation Rapture? How is it that the great 
majority of Christians are against the views you 
hold?” We very frankly answer “this is an 
assumption again, and it also is not true.” 

We must remember that the whole Church of 
God is a unit and that it has surely existed since 
the day of Pentecost. Bearing that in mind, then, 
all who know anything of church history, will . 
readily concede that, with very few exceptions, all 
“the leading Teachers,” “the most spiritually 
minded people,” and not only “the majority,” but 
very nearly the whole body of believers, give no 
evidence that they ever heard or thought of the 
novel views against which we have contended. 

On the authority of the late Dr. S. P. Tregelles, 
whom the learned Rendel Harris has called ‘ the 
greatest Biblical Scholar of the Nineteenth Cen- 
tury,’ no mention is found in any Christian litera- 


ture extant, from the first century until a. p. 1880, 
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making mention of these modern teachings. All 
the “great Teachers,” all “the most spiritually 
minded,’ and the whole body of Christians, prior 
to the days of Edward Irving, were a unit in be- 
lieving that the Church would not escape the Trib- 
ulation. Accordingly, the facts are against the 
assumption, on which the questions are based. 

As to teachers during the last three-quarters of a 
century, they have done nothing more than to deal 
with assumptions, and “ reasons,” to support the 
belief that the Lord might come at any moment 
and that the Church will escape the Great Tribu- 
lation. One Scripture would have been sufficient, 
but that one Scripture has not been found. 

The writer, on invitation, has twice been face to 
face with leading teachers of these views, twice 
trying to reach a harmonious ground for teaching 
the truth concerning the last things. Once, the 
meeting was in London, England, and once in 
Seattle, America. As those with whom the con- 
ference was held in London have gone to be with 
the Lord, their names may be freely mentioned. 
They were R. C. Morgan, Dr. McKilliam, and Sir 
Robert Anderson, and our meeting was in Sir 
Robert’s parlour, 39 Linden Gardens, W., London. 
Dear Mr. Morgan introduced the conversation by 
expressing his regret that evangelical men, holding 
to the truth of the Lord’s Coming as the hope of 
the Church, could not give a united testimony on 
prophecy. He then appealed to the writer to state 
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the terms of harmony. It was immediately an- 
swered that no one regretted the lack of harmony 
more than the writer, and that the controversy 
could easily be settled by pointing out a single 
Scripture, distinctly stating, even by a fair influ- 
ence, that the Church would be caught away to 
meet the Lord before the Great Tribulation. That 
would settle everything. Sir Robert Anderson 
immediately opened the Bible that lay on the table. 
On reading verses 14-17 of the fourth chapter 
of Thessalonians, he said: ‘‘ There it is.” The 
reply was this: “ The Rapture and the Advent are 
there, but nothing is said about the Tribulation, 
whether it comes before, or during, or after the 
Tribulation.” Then, after a few moments’ hesi- 
tation, Sir Robert closed the Bible and said: 
“Well, then, let us agree to disagree, and let 
neither side say any more about the matter in 
dispute.” To this ready assent was given. Then 
Sir Robert said, as near as I can now recall: “I - 
know that my dear mother, along with Lady 
Powerscourt, J. N. Darby and Lord Congleton, 
on their knees in prayer, sought to know the mind 
of the Lord, and I am sure it was given to them.” 
Each one of us then engaged in prayer, and when 
dear Morgan poured out his heart in thanksgiving 
and prayer, all of us were deeply moved. 

We parted, and in a few weeks I was back in 
America. To my great surprise, Dr. McKilliam 
had filled the previous issue of the Morning Star 
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with an intense defense of the position which he 
had agreed to leave alone. Of course, Watchword 
and Truth made reply without referring directly 
or indirectly to the London agreement. A fter- 
wards came a sharp letter from Sir Robert to the 
writer, complaining of a “breach of faith.” The 
writer replied that Dr. McKilliam was the guilty 
brother, and what was said in Watchword and 
Truth was in the natural order. Sir Robert’s an- 
swer was: “ No one pays any attention on this side 
of the Atlantic’”’—I will not complete the quota- 
tion. 

Again, a few years afterwards, an effort was 
made in Seattle in the presence of three distin- 
guished teachers, in a conference with the writer, | 
having the same end in view. To the same ap- 
peal the writer again said: “The dispute can be) 
ended at once by pointing out even one Scripture, 
that teaches the pre-tribulation Rapture. The 
brother who has been proclaiming these “ novel~ 
ties” as “infallible truths” all over America, 
both by tongue and pen, brought forward two or 
three Scriptures which were quickly shown to 
have no definite bearing upon the question at issue. 
Then, in the most reverential way this brother 
said: “ Well, I think if a child of God earnestly 
seeks, on his knees in prayer, to be guided to a 
knowledge of the truth, he will not be mistaken. 
I have sought to know the mind of the Lord and 
these are my decided conclusions.” Did he go to 
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the Lord as a candidate goes to his bishop “ to be 
confirmed”? If so, he certainly got what he 
sought. 

No reflection is here made against prayer in con- 
nection with the study of the Word of God. 
“Open thou mine eyes that I may behold won- 
drous things out of thy law” (Ps. 119: 18). It 
is one thing, however, to ask God to give light in 
the interpretation of the Scripture and quite an- 
other to pray for the truth, when the heart is not 
submissive to the plain teachings of the Word of 
God. And the Scriptures must be studied accord- 
ing to the laws of language. These laws are 
scientific and God given. No true scientist begins 
with an assumption or guess unless he intends to 
give that assumption a thorough test and has it 
proved or disproved by a complete induction of all 
the facts that have any bearing on the case. Those 
who advocate this theory, which this brother 
claims to have received in answer to prayer, on 
his knees, have overlooked and neglected to con- 
sider a number of Scriptures and facts that ut- 
terly disprove it. They have accepted assump- 
tion as interpretations of a few passages of Scrip- 
ture and have thus been led astray. Their feel- 
ings have become their guide instead of God and 
His infallible Word. 

But to return to the narrative of the interview. 
It is very plain that after a brother protests his 
earnest search for the truth and his devoutness in 
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prayer to obtain it, nothing further could be said 
about his conclusions. The plain inference was 
that the only man in the group of four, who had 
“earnestly sought by prayer on his knees for the 
truth,’ was the one who had spoken, and any one 
who differed from him must have neglected that 
infallible (?) source of accurate knowledge. “ To 
the law and to the testimony, if they speak not 
according to this word, surely there is no morning 
for them.” One of the brethren was observed to 
curl his lip in scornful silence and the other turned 
pale, but all remained silent. Afterwards one of 
the number said, “I was surprised at Mr. Blank’s 
answer,” and the other said, ‘‘ That was a foolish 
answer. Let four men get on their knees in prayer 
over a matter of dispute, concerning some phase 
of truth, and when they get up from their knees, 
they will hold exactly the same opinion still. Men 
must learn truth from the Word of God.” This 
was certainly an answer wholly unworthy of one 
who knows the Word of God. Jehovah has said: 
“TI have exalted my Word above all my name,” 
but this brother honoured the zmpression obtained 
upon his knees above the plain teaching of the in- 
fallible Word of Ged. 

But why do so many good men, and why do so 
many modern teachers so tenaciously cling to these 
views when no definite Scripture, during these 
eighty years or more of their prevalence, has been 
found to give them definite support? One reason 


144 SCRIPTURAL TRUTH 


is that those who teach them give out their mes- 
sage like the Roman Catholic Church—as absolute 
truth. They assume, and then declare their as- 
sumptions with an air of infallible authority, and 
any one who does not agree with them must be 
shunned because they say: “My Lord delayeth 
His Coming.” Men are rushed into these views 
without due consideration. It has come to be a 
sort of “ fetishism” with these brethren, and 
whatever may go, the any moment Coming and 
the Rapture before the Tribulation must stand! 
The writer craves the privilege of saying a per- 
sonal word. When he first began to drink in these 
truths concerning the Lord’s coming, he met none 
who accepted and taught them except “the 
Brethren”? who had been moulded by the teach- 
ings and writing of J. N. Darby. Although the 
Coming of the Lord had been preached by the 
writer, the “any moment ”’ Advent never had been 
mentioned without a question mark—where was 
the Scripture to enforce it? When attending To- 
ronto University, the widow of a British officer, 
who was wonderfully versed in the Scripture of 
the prophets, called the writer’s attention to the 
teachings of Tregelles, Newton and others. This 
led to a careful and independent study of the 
truth, without prejudice, for he knew and loved 
Newton, Darby, Muller and Kelley, but poor New- 
ton was ostracized as a monster of heresy, al- 
though admitted by Mr. Darby to be “ the most 


ABOUT THE LORD’S RETURN 145 


godly man” he ever knew. This was said at the 
dinner table of the writer by the venerable J. N. 
Darby and repeated with emphasis. 

About the year 1883, the writer was pastor of 
Park Baptist Church, Brantford, Canada, and 
having attended the Clifton Springs, afterwards 
Niagara Conference, was appointed one of the 
committee of nine to take charge of subjects, 
speakers and other matters. At the 1884 Con- 
ference it came to be the “fashion” of every 
speaker to “ring the changes” on the possibility 
of Christ Coming any moment—before the morn- 
ing dawned, before the meeting closed, and even 
before the speaker had completed his address. 
Feeling that this was utterly unscriptural and 
dangerous, the writer opened his heart to the late 
Dr. Nathaniel West, the greatest and most ex- 
haustive student of the Bible and of historic the- 
ology, among the teachers participating in the 
Conference. When pressed for the reason, it was 
frankly made known, and this led the Doctor to 
accompany the writer to his room in the “ An- 
nex.” We talked and prayed until beyond two 
o'clock in the morning. After walking the floor 
backwards and forwards in silence, the great man 
stopped, pointed his finger at me and _ said: 
“Cameron, I begin to think you are right. I will 
give these matters careful and exhaustive atten- 
tion, and if I find that the Scriptures teach con- 
trary to what is taught in this Conference, I will 
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reverse myself and boldly defend the truth.” I 
went to Denver before the next Conference as 
pastor of the First Baptist Church, while Dr. West 
remained, made known his change of views, and 
afterwards, in the Reformed Episcopal paper, and 
then in Watchword and Truth, after it came into 
my hands, wrote those scathing articles that no 
attempt was ever made to answer. He redeemed 
his promise to “ defend the truth” as he came to 
understand it. 

I wish to add the testimony of the late saintly 
George Muller, hoping that it may help some dear 
brethren to bravely reverse themselves, and follow 
the teaching of the Bible, instead of what they 
were taught and have been teaching others by voice 
and by pen. It will need much courage and much 
grace after a man has committed his views to 
print, but at the judgment seat of Christ it will 
not fail of a generous reward. Better part com- 
pany from men, however sincere and however 
much they are loved, than to depart from the 
truth. 

When Mr. Muller was asked how it happened 
that he came to abandon the “ any moment” ex- 
pectation of the Lord’s coming, and also the be- 
lief that the Church would escape the great Tribu- 
lation, he made a very prompt answer and said, 
as near as I now remember: “ My brother, I am a 
constant reader of my Bible and I soon found 
that what I was taught to believe did not always 
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agree with what my Bible said. I came to see 
that I must either part company from John Darby, 
or from my precious Bible, and I chose to cling 
to my Bible and part from Mr. Darby.” ‘This was 
the explanation given to me in his room in the 
Kirby House, Brantford, Canada, where he told 
me the following: “ Mrs. Muller and I had been 
in a great concern of mind, when in Switzerland, 
as to whether I should go to America or to India. 
We spent two hours on our knees in prayer, seek- 
ing to know the mind of the Lord about this ques- 
tion. At the close of that time, when we came 
out to the sitting-room and saw a large package 
of letters on the table, I said, ‘ My dear, we shall 
find the answer to our prayers in these letters.’ 
The first letter, that lay on the top of the pile, 
was yours from America. I held it up to my 
dear wife and said: ‘ There is the answer.’ Sure 
enough it was your earnest plea for me to come to 
America, and here I am to do the bidding of the 
Lord.” Those who know of that visit and can 
call to mind its results, will praise God for the com- 
ing of this holy man of faith. Never can I for- 
get the wonderful Conference of three days in the 
Y. M. C. A. of Toronto, when over two hundred 
ministers sat on the platform every day while, in 
tenderness, he spoke of the unsearchable riches of 
Christ, and, in fiery indignation, of the evils of 
the present day, and also of the failure of minis- 
ters to make known the coming of the Lord, and 
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their failure also to oppose the down-grade on 
which modern Christians had entered. He ap- 
pealed to the ministers who had been preaching 
“ progress,” and told them that just before us were 
horrible wars, famines and pestilences—the com- 
ing of the Antichrist and the day of unequalled 
tribulation, before the coming of our adorable, 
Lord who alone could bring the day of peace. 
“That,” said he, “is what you are coming to, 
and not the millennium of which you dream. 
Christ must come first to reward the saints and 
_ crush His foes and before He comes the horrors 
_ of the Tribulation.” 
' The opinion is here and now ventured with all 
possible emphasis, that if the brethren who at pres- 
ent claim to be the only accurate interpreters of 
the Scriptures of the prophets, and who pity the 
brethren differing from them as “those who do 
not know the truth,” would give these grave ques- 
tions a fresh and unprejudiced study, with the 
submissive heart that led Drs. West, Erdman, 
Moorehead, Gordon, Stifler, MacInnis, Muller, 
Frost and others, to reverse their teaching, they, 
too, would cast aside these modern mistakes that 
have sprung up from a questionable source, and 
that have caused great grief and heart burning to 
many, and they would adjust their faith to the 
Bible and to the teaching of all the saints whose 
writings have come down to us, from Polycarp 
to Tregelles, Newton, Muller, Spurgeon, Erdman 
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and the Bonars of recent years. They would then 
return to “the faith once for all delivered to the 
saints,” and again, the pre-millenmial forces would 
present a united testimony that would honour God 
and prevail amongst Christian men. But will they 
do this noble thing? Will they seek for grace to 
obtain the victory over their own pride and over 
the certain contempt of their brethren? Will 
they? We shall see what we will see. 


XIV 
ORDER OF EVENTS 


r “\ HE Coming of the Lord is the great hope 
put before the Church, during this pres- 
ent age, by common consent. If noth- 

ing had been said concerning the future, except the 
Return of the Lord, nothing in the Scriptures con- 
cerning the Church’s militancy or the world’s 
history, it would have been an act of sinful pre- 
sumption to say that any event must precede the 
Advent. But if the Scriptures predict events that 
are to intervene during the Lord’s absence and be- 
fore His Return, it becomes our duty to learn 
what is said concerning this period, and also, to 
expect everything foretold, until the night of evil 
has come to a close and the dawn of the coming 
day of righteousness and peace arrives. 

When the doctrine of the Lord’s Coming was 
recovered about ninety years ago, it was assumed 
that the Church of God was now in different cir- 
cumstances from those in which it lived in the 
days of the apostles. It was not denied that the 
apostles were looking for intervening events be- 
fore the supreme hope was realized. But it was 
thought that we are now living so very near the 
end of this dispensation that the greater part, and 
probably all of the predicted events of this Gospel 
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Age had already been fulfilled, and therefore, we 
were to wait for nothing but the midnight cry 
and the glorious coming of our blessed Lord. It 
was agreed that midnight darkness had brooded 
over the world, and that all professed believers 
had ‘‘ slumbered and slept,” and it was assumed 
by the few who had brought to light the precious 
truth of the Advent that they were themselves the 
elect remnant to give that ‘ Midnight cry, Behold 
the Bridegroom cometh, go ye out to meet him.” 
Indeed, it was an open secret that many among 
them thought that J. N. Darby was giving that 
“Cry” and that he would hot taste death but 
would be amongst those happy Christians who 
would be “ caught up to meet the Lord in the air”’ 
and then return with Him in triumph. 

A more careful study of the Scriptures, how- 
ever, together with the recent fulfillment of 
prophecy, has made it plain that many intervening 
events were yet to come to pass before the Re- 
turn of Christ in glory. Indeed, it was soon dis- 
covered by the most thoughtful and scholarly part 
of these brethren that our position in relation to 
this hope is identical with that of the apostolic 
church, “ waiting for the revelation of our Lord 
Jesus Christ ” (1 Cor. 1: 7, R. V.) while watching 
the fulfillment of prophecies which brought the 
Advent “ nearer than when we first believed.” 

Before the Ascension of Christ to the Father, 
He distinctly foretold things that must come to 
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pass during the interval of His absence. Among 
these events were the Coming of the Comforter 
(John 16: 7-8), the death of Peter (John 21: 
18-20), the persecution of the disciples (John 
16: 1-3), the Coming of the Holy Spirit to endue 
them with power (Acts 1: 18), the revelation of 
truth which they were unable to bear when He 
was with them (John 16: 12-14), the preaching of 
the Gospel amongst all nations as a witness (Matt. 
24: 14), the reception by Christ of a “ Kingdom 
for himself,” in a far country before His Return 
(Luke 19: 12), and other events. 

Now it is evident that the apostles understood 
these sayings of Christ in their plain, literal sense. 
Peter wrote (2 Pet. 1: 13-15). He also spoke 
of things far in the distance (2 Pet. 2: 1-2). So, 
also, Paul wrote as if he knew that the Lord would 
not return immediately, nor, indeed, for a long 
time (Acts 20: 29-30). In his first letter to Tim-_ 
othy he wrote of those who “in latter times” 
would “depart from the faith, giving heed to se- 
ducing spirits’; and in his Second Epistle he 
wrote of the grievous times that would come in 
the “last days” (1 Tim. 4: 1-4 and 2 Tim. 3: 
1-4). Clearly these two apostles expected certain 
things to be fulfilled before the Lord’s Return to 
earth again. 

Then there are other Scriptures that plainly re- 
veal well defined events, certain to transpire be- 
tween the rejection of Christ in weakness and His 
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Return in power. In the careful study of these 
Scriptures students of prophecy began to ask if 
any person had ever existed to whom ten kings 
had voluntarily surrendered their crowns? Was 
there ever a person worshipped “ by all men whose 
names are not in the Book of Life”? Where and 
when did any king make war against the King 
of kings? Was there ever an image set up with 
the power of speech? When were all men for- 
bidden to buy or sell unless they had a certain 
mark on the head or the hand? When was the 
Gospel preached to all nations as a witness? A 
fact that must be fulfilled before the end comes 
(Matt. 24: 14). When did the great Tribulation 
take place (Matt. 24:29)? These, and many 
other questions called a halt to all men who were 
willing to keep their hearts and minds subject to 
the Word of God, while others, having committed 
themselves to the “‘imminence” of the Advent, 
tossed these Scriptures over to the “ Jewish 
waste-basket,” and continued to teach that Christ 
might come at any moment. 

Uniil these events had come to pass, neither the 
apostles nor the early Christians had any warrant 
for expecting the Coming of the Lord during their 
day. Jesus Himself had quoted the 110th Psalm 
and it was repeated by Peter on the day of Pente- 
cost, covering the whole question of the Return of 
Christ: ‘‘ The Lord said unto my Lord, ‘ Sit thou 
on my right hand until I make thine enemies a 
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footstool to thy feet.’”” It thus became known to 
the apostles, and through them, to the early 
Church, concerning Christ, “whom the heavens 
must receive until the times of the restitution of 
all things whereof God spake by the mouth of his 
holy prophets.” Until God, the Father, has made 
the enemies of Christ a footstool to His feet— 
until He begins the restitution of all things prom- 
ised by the prophets, Christ must remain in heaven 
at the right hand of the Majesty on high (Luke 
19: 22; Acts 2: 34-85). Now that nearly twenty 
centuries have passed since our Lord taught on 
earth, we know that a “long time” had been de- 
termined by the Father, and was known to 
the Son, to elapse between the Ascension and the 
Return of our Lord (Matt. 25:9). During this 
long time, many things were predicted as inter- 
vening events, and it is both our duty and our 
delight to discover them, so that with the late 
Geo. Muller of Bristol we may exclaim, “ Bless 
the Lord. He will soon be here for these things 
were foretold by Him.” 

Now as to the order in which these predicted 
events will occur, we can only indicate their prob- 
able sequence. We have, however, the Lord’s an- 
swer to two questions, as recorded in Matthew 
and Luke, which will help us to a proximate ac- 
curacy in this inquiry. 

On careful examination it will be seen that while 
within the Temple, Jesus said to His disciples that 
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the time would come when not one stone would 
be left upon another of that imposing building. 
Later, in the same day, on the Mount of Olives, 
some of the disciples came to Him privately and 
asked when these things would be and what would 
be the sign of His coming, and of the end of the 
Age. Jesus, having already answered the first 
question concerning the destruction of the Tem- 
ple, while within its precincts, as recorded in Luke 
21: 5-9, does not repeat what He had already said, 
but proceeds, at once, to tell what would not, and 
what would be the sign of the Advent and of the 
end of this Gospel Age. He declares that the first 
thing that must precede the end was the preaching 
of the Gospel as a witness to the whole world. 
Then would come war and its usual results,— 
famine, pestilence and death, to be followed by 
great earthquakes (Matt. 24: 5-8). But as He 
enumerates these things, together with persecu- 
tions, hatreds, betrayals, false prophets, and the 
love of many waxing cold, He is careful to say 
that these things are not signs of the end. He 
adds “the end is not yet.” These are calamities 
that are common to all the intervening years, from 
the beginning to the end of this dispensation. 
Then He speaks of the end of the Age and of His 
coming again, and thus joins these two events as 
occurring at the same time. 

Here He turns from events of a general nature 
that would characterize the whole time during His 
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absence, and definitely names the signs of His com- 
ing. The first sign named is the “ abomination of 
desolation ” in the holy place, predicted by Daniel 
(Dan. 9:27; Matt. 24: 15-21). This “ abomi- 
nation” is an idol, and when we compare these 
Scriptures with 2 Thessalonians 2: 83-4 and Reve- 
lation 13: 5-7, that idol is to be set up in connec- 
tion with the rebuilt Temple during the last seven 
(week of) years of this dispensation. When the 
successors of these disciples see that idol installed, 
they are warned to flee to the mountains, for the 
“ creat tribulation ” is to follow immediately. The 
same command as that given and obeyed when 
“Jerusalem was surrounded with armies” (Luke 
21: 20-22), at the time of the destruction of the 
Holy City and the dispersion of the Jewish people, 
is repeated here. 

Although the instruction given in Matthew is 
nearly the same as that recorded in Luke, it was 
not given at the same time and place, and the 
warnings in the two discourses do not refer to the 
same event. In both cases, the instruction was 
given to the apostles and, through them, to the 
Christians who might be in Jerusalem, during the 
events under consideration; that in Luke, to the 
destruction of Jerusalem nearly two thousand 
years ago, and that in Matthew, to the Christians 
at some future day, when Jerusalem would not be 
destroyed. Amongst students there is no dispute 
that what is recorded in the twenty-first chapter 
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of Luke was given to the apostles, for the direc- 
tion of Christians when Jerusalem was destroyed 
by Titus about forty years after it was spoken, 
and the natural conclusion is that what our Lord 
said on the afternoon of the same day, when out- 
side of the City and Temple, to the apostles who 
came to Him privately, was also for the direction 
of Christians who will be in Jerusalem at the time 
when iniquity is fully ripe, and the people who 
will pass through unequalled troubles, but the City 
itself will not be blotted out. 

This “ abomination” (Matt. 24:15) is to be 
set up in the rebuilt Temple in Jerusalem by the 
Antichrist, called “the son of perdition,” “the 
wicked one,” “the lawless one” (2 Thess. 2: 
1-8). In Revelation 18: 2, he is called “ the beast 
with seven heads and ten horns” to arise out of 
one of the four divisions of Alexander’s Empire. 
He will have the magnificence of Babylon, the 
elegance of Greece and the ferocity of Medo- 
Persia (Dan. 7: 6; Rev. 13: 2). 

Accordingly, the decisive sign of the end of the 
Age and the Advent is the appearance of this 
monster of iniquity. When he comes into power, 
a covenant is made between him and Israel, and 
when it is broken they will suffer as within a 
furnace (Ezek. 22: 17-22). After the Tribula- 
tion, the signs in heaven appear (Matt. 24: 29), 
to be followed by “the sign of the Son of Man” 
(Matt. 24:30). All this occurs during the last 
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week—the last seven years—of this Age, the time 
set apart for God’s dealing with the Jews when 
they are in Jerusalem, with some national stand- 
ing. 

When evil, especially in the blasphemies of the 
Antichrist, has reached a climax, the session of 
the “Ancient of Days” takes place in heaven 
(Dan. 7: 9-14). Inquisition is made into the way 
the Nations have used the power intrusted to them. 
This will take place when the Son of Man will be 
brought near and will be solemnly invested with 
the Sovereignty of the World—that is, Christ will 
“receive for himself a Kingdom” (Luke 19: 15). 
The transfer of governmental control from the 
Nations to Christ terminates “the day of man” 
and inaugurates “ the Day of the Lord.” The Day 
of the Lord begins in heaven, unknown, at that 
time, to any one on earth. “ The sovereignty of 
the world hath become the sovereignty of our 
God and of his Christ” will then be fulfilled 
(Rev. 11:15). Probably the first visible sign of 
“the day of the Lord”’ will be “ The signs in the 
sun and moon and stars” (Matt. 24:29). Then 
follows (Matt. 24: 30) “the sign of the Son of 
Man.” Probably that sign will, be the Shekinah 
which was seen on Mount Sinai and also at the 
Transfiguration. He will then come, attended by 
myriads of His Angels. His Saints will not be 
with Him, for all that are Christ’s at His coming 
“ will be caught up to meet him in the air.” They. 
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will then return with Him in Triumph. The word 
“ apantesin”’ translated ‘ meet,’ means “ to meet 
and return with” the one met (Matt. 25: 1-6; 
Acts 28: 15-16). See Appendix. 

Now it is worthy of note that the order of 
events at the close of this Age, as given in Mat- 
thew, is the same as that made known in symbol 
in the Book of Revelation. In Revelation, sixth 
chapter, we have seven seals and six of them 
opened; the first seal opened reveals “a white 
horse,” the second seal reveals “a red horse,” the 
third seal reveals “‘a black horse,” the fourth seal 
“a pale horse ”’ and the name of the one that sat on 
him was Death. When the fifth seal was opened 
the souls of the martyred saints were seen plead- 
ing, “How long?” When the sixth seal was 
opened “the sun became as sackcloth of hair and 
the moon became as blood.” 

Now compare these signs with what is revealed 
in Matthew, and the correspondence is very strik- 


ing: 

1. The Gospel The White Horse 

2.9 Wats The Red Horse 

3. Famine The Black Horse 

4. Pestilence The Pale Horse 

5. Tribulation Martyred Souls 

6. Sun, Moon and Sun, Moon and Stars 

Stars 


Advent (Matt. 24: Advent (Rev. 19: 11- 
30) 16) 
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By a careful examination of Revelation it will 
be seen that the nineteenth chapter comes under 
the seventh seal as well as under the seventh trum- 
pet and under the seventh vial. 

The trumpets come under the seventh seal, 
which runs out over the whole of the trumpets, 
and the seventh trumpet covers the seven vials, 
that is, the seventh trumpet runs out over all the 
vials, and is itself under the seventh seal. Thus, 
the seventh seal extends over the judgments under 
the trumpets, and over the wrath under the vials, 
and then comes the Advent. Thus, the seventh 
seal, the seventh trumpet, and the seventh vial, 
each terminates in the Advent of the Lord. 

Thus Revelation conforms to the discourse of 
the Lord. The central portion of that Book is 
evidently occupied about matters that occur the 
last half of the last “ week,” or seven years of 
this dispensation. In Revelation 21: 17, those are 
seen who “keep the commandments of God, and 
have the testimony of Jesus.” In Revelation 14: 
12, after a woe is pronounced upon the worship- 
pers of Antichrist, then the following is added: 
“Here is the patience of the Saints; here are they 
who keep the commandments of God and the faith 
of Jesus.’ In Revelation 13:7 it is said that 
power was given to Antichrist “ to make war with 
the saints and to overcome them.” This is a quo- 
tation from Daniel 7: 25, where they are called 
“the saints of the most high,” or, as translated by 
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Dr. Tregelles, “the saints of high places,” who 
are evidently Christians. In Revelation 15: 2-3, 
we see those who “had obtained victory over the 
beast,”’ etc., standing “on the sea of glass, having 
harps of gold—and they sing the song of the 
Lamb.” Here, again, are true saints having suf- 
fered under the Antichrist when on earth, but now 
are seen in glory. And, finally, in chapter 20: 4, 
we are told of the “souls of them that were be- 
headed for the witness of Jesus and for the Word 
of God, and who had not worshipped the beast— 
and they lived and reigned with Christ a thousand 
years.” Thus we find Christians clear up to and 
through the Tribulation, which will be a sign of 
the near approach of the Return of Christ. 

It is not without significance that in chapter 
11: 1-2 of this book, an angel is instructed “ not 
to measure the court without the Temple, because 
it was given to the Gentiles.” The two inner 
courts represent the heavenly places into which 
Jesus has entered for us who have believed in His 
Name, whereas the outer court stands for the 
place of Jewish worship, and in this passage God 
is represented as refusing to acknowledge it. To 
be a worshipper in the inner courts is to be a 
Christian, and here they are to be carefully 
“measured,” that is, appropriated or acknowl- 
edged by God. Thus God owns the worshippers 
in the heavenly Courts and they evidently stand 
for the Church. The court of Jewish worshippers 


162 SCRIPTURAL TRUTH 


is “ cast out” and not “ measured ” but given over 
to Gentiles. Here again, Christians are repre- 
sented as living at the very end of the Age, and 
the wonderful things seen by them will indicate 
that the Return of the Lord is at the very door 
(Mark 138: 28-29; Matt. 24: 32-33). 

There is a period of time, covering the last 
three and a half years of this age, designated “ The 
time of the End” (Dan. 8:17; 11: 35-40 and 
12:4-9). During the immediate time preceding, 
and also during this period, many important 
events will come to pass, such as: 

(1) The Roman Empire reunited, or the terri- 
tory covered by the old Roman Empire, will be 
divided into ten portions with one King reigning 
over each country. This precedes the Return of 
Christ (Dan, 2: 44-45; 7: 24 and 138: 1). 

(2) Israel will return to Palestine in unbelief 
and they will remain in that condition until the 
Lord Returns, and then they will be converted by 
a sight of Him in Glory (Dan. 30: 1-6; Isa. 11 
and 12, and 14: 1; Jer. 16: 14-15; 33: 7-8; Ezek. 
36: 24, 28 and 37; 21, 22; Zech, 12: 10). 

(3) While they are thus settled, nationally, they 
will make a Covenant with the Antichrist who will 
break the Covenant and then become the greatest 
tyrant and persecutor of human history. The ten 
Kings will give their authority to this Antichrist 
(Dan. 2: 44-45; 7: 24; Rev. 17: 17; Dan. 9: 27). 

(4) Babylon will be rebuilt and become a great 
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- commercial centre (Rev. 17: 18-17). It will sub- 
sequently be suddenly destroyed (Rev. 18: 1-8). 

(5) During this period Satan is cast out of 
heaven, and forever barred from making accusa- 
tion against the saints before God. But he will 
persecute the truth of God and drive the wit- 
nesses of the truth outside of the bounds of the 
Roman Empire under the ten Kings (Rev. 12: 9, 
13-17). 

(6) The Antichrist will receive a “ deadly 
wound.” Doubtless, this will be the destruction of 
the restraints of religion and of the belief in God, 
but the “ deadly wound ” will be quickly healed, by 
establishing himself as the one sole object of wor- 
ship (2 Thess. 2: 3-4). 

(7) It is during this period that ‘ The two wit- 
nesses’ (possibly Enoch and Elijah) prophesy in 
sackcloth for three and a half years in Jerusalem. 
They will speak of condemnation and of a coming 
judgment (Rev. 11: 3-13). 

(8) Possibly, it is during this period that a suc- 
cession of plagues cover the earth (See Rev. 8, 9, 
16). And certainly during the time of the Anti- 
christ there will take place the Great Tribulation, 
which will be unequalled in the whole of human 
history (Matt. 24: 20-22; Rev. 7: 4; Jer. 30: 7). 

(9) Immediately after the Great Tribulation 
will appear the signs in sun, moon and stars, to be 
followed by the Return of Christ in power and 
' great glory. He will have been solemnly invested 
in heaven (Dan. 7: 138-14) previous to His Return 
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as Son of Man, with all power, and “ The Day of 
the Lord ” will begin unseen on earth, but He will 
appear and will reign supreme on earth (Matt. 
24: 29-31). 

(10) Then will follow the Millennial Reign of 
Christ on Earth (Rev. 20: 1-6 and Rev. 21: 9- 
27). After that will come the New Heaven and 
the New Earth (Rev. 21: 1-8). The Heavenly 
City will not enter the earth during the millennium. 
The present earth is not adapted to its glory, but 
although connected with, it will not enter into, the 
earth. Hence, the nations will walk by means of 
its light and kings will bring their glory unto it, 
and means will be provided for national healing 
(Rev. 21: 9-11; Rev. 22: 1-7). The distinctive 
feature of the Millennium is that Christ assumes 
power to crush every enemy; hence, the destruc- 
tive judgments when this time begins. Evil sys- 
tems will be broken up; disobedience will be pun- 
ished ; the destruction of rebellious nations will oc- 
cur at its close; Satan will be cast into the lake of 
fire and death will be destroyed (1 Cor. 15: 24— 
27). Then comes the New Heaven and the New 
Earth, into which the Bride of the Lamb enters. 
In the new earth there will be no sea, no sickness, 
no death, for the last enemy will be destroyed. 
After the concluding apostacy, the first heaven and 
first earth will pass away, the new earth will be 
created and the heavenly Jerusalem will descend 
into it. Perfection will be reached and the Age 
of the Ages will begin, but never end. Hallelujah! 


APPENDIX A 
RENDERING OF 2 THESSALONIANS 2: 1-10 


By Edward Payson Vining, LL.D. 


Furthermore, brothers, as to the arrival of our Lord 
Jesus, the Anointed, and our being brought together 
unto Him, we urge you not to be suddenly shaken 
from your understanding,—not even to be agitated, 
—neither through a spirit, nor through talk, nor 
through a letter as by us;—as that the Day of the 
Lord has set in. No one should lure you away in 
any manner whatever:—this (if indeed the revolt 
should not first come and the man of sinfulness, the 
son of destruction, should be uncovered), will not 
be ;—he, setting himself against, and overexalting him- 
self above, all that is called God or an object of wor- 
ship; so as for him to sit down within the sanctuary 
of God, showing himself that he is indeed God. Re- 
member ye not that still being face to face with you, 
I told you these things? And now ye know the 
holding back (is) for the uncovering of him in his 
own season. For the secret (creed) of his lawless- 
ness is already inwardly working—only, he holding 
back from now on, until out from the midst he may 
come into existence. And then shall the lawless one 
be uncovered, whom the Lord will consume by the 
breath of His mouth, and bring to nought by the shin- 
ing forth of His arrival:—he of whom the arrival is 
indeed according to an inworking of Satan in all 
powerfulness, and with signs and lying wonders, 
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and in all allurement of the unrighteousness for those 
destroying themselves, instead of which things they 
did not accept love of the truth for their being saved. 
And because of this, God will send them an inwork- 
ing of digression, unto their believing in the lie: so 
that they all should be judged who believed not in 
the truth, but who acquiesced in the unrighteousness. 


NOTES 


Verse 1: Paul employed the customary form of 
the plural of the word “brother.” It had no taint 
of ecclesiasticism. The common English term that is 
free from such taint should be used. 

Verse 2: The term logos refers to an utterance 
(an ouT-erance—a putting forth), of some thought 
or thing formerly belonging to him who uttered it. 
When the word refers to the expression of a thought 
by means of human speech, this can hardly be called 
a discourse. Logos is absolutely free from such a 
thought. In the case before us talk seems an exact 
expression of its meaning. 

Verse 2: Enesteeken is the perfect indicative ac- 
tive of entsteemi. Of this, em means in, on or at; 
and isteemt means “to place (oneself) so as to be 
in a certain place or position ” ; hence,—“ to stand be- 
side, waiting,” before performing the deed for which 
he was sent. A statement that the day of the Lord 
had stationed itself beside the Christians, meant that 
it had practically begun, or had “ set in”; and that 
its complete arrival would occur in the immediate 
future. This unwarranted statement Paul warned 
the Christians not to accept. 
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Verse 3: Tuts: Paul sometimes threw in a long 
parenthesis or footnote, without having the means to 
show either its beginning or its end. Here he inserted 
such a note between “ this” and “ will not.” 

Verse 4: The phraseology here proves that (like 
theon), sebasma is the object of the preposition 
legomenon. Paul placed it in the objective case ac- 
cusative, making it the object of the participle 
legomenon (called) ; so that what he wrote means,— 
“He, overexalting himself above all that is called 
God, or (is called) an object of worship.” 

Verse 6: Apo-kaluptheenai: The verb means to 
cover. The preposition Apo means “off” or 
“ away.” Hence the compound verb means “ to take 
away the cover,”’—‘“to uncover.” The knowledge 
that follows this uncovering may sometimes be a 
“revelation” of its actual character formerly un- 
known. But Paul mentioned merely the uncovering. 

Verse 7: The secret (creed). The Greek word 
mysterion refers to something quite different from 
what is described by the English term ‘“ mystery.” 
The worshippers of the different heathen Gods often 
held processions in honour of the idol they wor- 
shipped. The carousal usually ended with a drama, 
expressive of the actions of the alleged deity’s his- 
tory. In this way a novice was initiated. There was 
nothing mysterious or incomprehensible connected 
with it. It was a heathen belief, kept as secret as 
possible from all who were not devotees of that par- 
ticular idol. So the actual creed of the Antichrist 
was kept covered in concealment, while his repre- 
sentatives masqueraded as Christians ; just as we now 
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have men in our evangelical churches who profess to 
be Christians; but who are secret acceptors of the 
teachings of Antichrist. It is the false creed, to 
substitute Antichrist for Christ that is kept covered. 

Verse 9: Paul, who had just been mentioning our 
Lord, now begins again to refer to Antichrist—the . 
one indicated being clearly shown by the description, 
—“ Of whom the arrival is indeed according to an 
inworking of Satan.” 


APPENDIX B 
THE CHURCH AND THE TRIBULATION 


(Revelation 3:10) 


Christ promises to keep those who keep the word 
of His patience (Rev. 3:10). The promise is to 
keep them from the “hour (season) of temptation 
(trial),” that hour which is to come upon the whole 
world, to try (tempt) them that dwell upon the earth. 
Noteworthy is the term “trial” or “ temptation.” 
It is not named the tribulation so often mentioned 
in prophetic Scripture (7:14; Matt. 24:21; Mark 
13:19, etc.) but trial. 

But how will He keep these saints from the hour 
of trial? Many excellent students of the Revelation 
answer,—by taking them away from earth into 
heaven. Accordingly, they find here in this promise 
the “Rapture” of 1 Thessalonians 4:16-17. In 
that case these saints do not go into the trial at all, 
the Rapture antedates the trial by some short space 
of time, some say seven years, others make it longer. 
It would be a blessed thing 1F this view could be 
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substantiated, but it cannot. The language of the 
promise itself is fatal to it: “I will keep thee from 
the hour of temptation which cometh,” etc. The 
natural and obvious meaning is, the safekeeping of 
them in the midst of world-wide trial, but not ex- 
emption from it by being caught up to heaven. The 
preposition “ out of ” (ek) signifies exactly this, and 
not rapture before the trial begins. In all John’s 
writings there is one passage parallel with this: 
John 17:15,—“I pray not that thou shouldest take 
them out of the world, but that thou shouldest keep 
them from the evil.’”’ None can possibly mistake what 
the Lord meant in His prayer: His disciples were 
to remain in the world, but He asks that they be kept 
from its evil, or from the evil one who is its god. 
So precisely in Revelation 3: 10, Philadelphia saints 
are to be in the trial, but safeguarded therein. This 
explanation is confirmed by the words that follow: 
“ Behold, I come quickly: hold fast that which thou 
hast, that no one take thy crown.” Christ lays upon 
them the responsibility of vigilance, of continual ef- 
fort.—Exiract from Rev. W. G. Moorehead, D. D., 
LL.D. 


APPENDIX C 


Narrative of Facts, Characterizing the Supernatural 
Manifestations in Members of Mr. Irving’s Con- 
gregation, and Other Individuals, in England and 
Scotland, and Formerly in the Writer Himself. 
By Robert Baxter. 

Second Edition. With preface on the spiritual in- 
fluence permitted to Satan, and remarks on Mr. Irv- 
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ing’s and the Morning Watch’s Reviews of the nar- 
rative. James Nisbet, Berners Street, London, En- 
gland. 

See especially pages 17 to 21. In this booklet, the 
Rapture of the Church within 1,260 days and before 
the Great Tribulation is definitely taught. This 
prophecy dated from the 14th of January, 1832. 
This edition is now out of print, but Michael Baxter, 
the son of the author of this booklet, and the editor 
of The Christian Herald, 6 Tudor Street, London, 
England, has published an abridged edition. R. C. 


APPENDIX D 


THe ADVENT IN THESSALONIANS 


(1) It will be personal and visible: ‘ For the Lord 
himself shall descend from heaven.” The same Per- 
son Who ascended is He who will descend. 

(2) It will be with a mighty voice of command: 
“With a shout.” This word is peculiar and distinc- 
tive. It occurs nowhere else in the New Testament. 
It is one used by an officer to his troops, or by. a 
sea captain to his crew. It confines itself to a partic- 
ular class; it is addressed to a distinct company,— 
hence is neither universal nor indiscriminating. It 
is a signal shout to Christ’s own people and to no 
others. 

Assumption of both classes—‘ shall be caught up 
together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord 
in the air.” “ Together with,” implies full association. 
Sundered as the saints will be at the Lord’s return, 
some in their graves, others alive, and all scattered 


APPENDIX 171 


over the whole earth, they then shall be reunited never 
more to part. This is the rapture—caught away in 
the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. What be- 
comes of them and of the Lord Whom they en- 
counter in the air? Do they abide there? No, their 
stay in the air is but brief,—momentary. There are 
only two other places in the New Testament where 
the phrase “to meet” occurs (Matt. 25:6; Acts 28: 
15), and in both of them the party met continues to 
advance still in the direction in which he was moving 
previously. Augustine perceived this; “It is as He is 
coming, not abiding, that we shall go to meet Him.” 
Christ does not return to heaven with His saints; He 
comes on with them to the earth. As an ancient 
writer expresses it,—‘‘ We shall be caught away to 
meet Christ, that all may come with the Lord to 
 battle.’—Rev. W. G. Moorehead, D. D., LL. D. 


APPENDIX E 


THE DAy OF THE LORD AND THE EARLIEST EPISTLES 


Because of some form of deception the Church, to 
which the Apostle Paul wrote the two epistles con- 
cerning the Coming of Christ, was tempted to believe 
that the “ day of the Lord ” of which he wrote in the 
first epistle had already come. Accordingly he wrote 
the second epistle to tell what must precede the “ day 
of the Lord.” ; 

(1) The “ falling away” and the “ revelation of 
the man of sin” predicted by the prophet Daniel and 
quoted by the Apostle must first come before the 
“ day of the Lord” (2 Thess. 2: I-10). 
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(2) The great tribulation from the “ man of sin” 
must therefore also precede the “day of the Lord” 
(Matt. 24: 29-30). 

(3) The “man of sin” and his deluded apostates 
perish in the wrath of the “day of the Lord” (2 
Thess. 1: 6-10; 2:8). 

(4) The saints of the Tribulation are rescued from 
the wrath by Rapture to meet the Lord at His coming 
in the “ day of the Lord” (1 Thess. 4: 13-5: I-10). 

(5) The saints appear in glory with Christ in the 
presence of those who afflicted them, when falls the 
wrath of the “ day of the Lord” (2 Thess. 1: 6-10). 

(6) In the days of apostles, and ever since, some 
“hindrance” prevents the “ revelation of the man 
of sin,” and consequently the great tribulation, and 
the coming of the “day of the Lord” (2 Thess. 
2: 6-10). 

(7) The saints evidently were led to believe that 
the Rapture and the wrath would not be far apart 
and that their tribulation would come immediately 
before the “ day of the Lord.”—W. J. Erdman. 


APPENDIX F 


Extracts from Dr. Lillie on First and Second Thessa- 
lonians made by Dr. W. G. Moorehead 

1 Thessalonians 4: 15-18: “ By the word of the 
Lord,” or “in the Word of the Lord.” It does not 
appear that Paul here refers to any previous dis- 
closure of Holy Writ—none such can be found; nor 
yet, as others have supposed, to some traditional say- 
ing of the Master. It is much better to regard this 
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as one of the many occasions on which he was em- 
powered to deliver to the Church what he himself 
received from the Lord by special, direct revelation 
—as “ Behold I show you a mystery ” (1 Cor. 15:51). 

“Caught up,” or “Caught away.” ‘“ What be- 
comes of the Lord and His gathered Saints? Do 
they abide permanently in the air? No. It is as He 
is coming, not abiding, says Augustine, that we shall 
go to meet Him. Will the Lord then return at once 
with them to heaven, whence He had just descended? 
And to that question also I think we may give a no 
less confident negative. There are only three other 
places in the New Testament where the phrase here 
translated ‘to meet’ occurs; and in all of them 
(Matt. 25:1-6; Acts 28:15) that party met, con- 
tinues after the meeting, to advance still in the direc- 
tion in which he was moving previously. Guided by 
these examples, and agreeably, as I believe, to the 
general testimony of Scripture on this subject, I 
should prefer to adopt the illustrations furnished by 
one of the most eminent of the Fathers; ‘If He is 
to descend, for what purpose shall we be caught 
away? To honour us. For so, when a King is en- 
tering a city, those in honourable station go forth to 
meet him, but the criminals await their judgment 
within. And when a fond father arrives, the children, 
worthy of the name, are taken out in a chariot to see 
and caress him, but offending domestics remain 
within’ (Chrysostom). Or, ‘We shall be caught 
away to meet Christ, that all may come with the 
Lord to battle’ (Ambrosiaster). Not in heaven 
surely, but on the earth.” 
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1 Thessalonians 5:2: “As a thief in the night.” 
This favourite illustration moreover, like most of the 
others, represents to us, not merely the secrecy and 
unexpectedness, but the hostile aspect also of our 
Lord’s future Advent to the unbelieving and unpre- 
pared. All too plainly it suggests what an unwel- 
come alarm the event will be to all such. ‘“ The thief 
cometh not but for to steal.” [Dr. Moorehead adds: 
“Tf the thief-like coming bears this aspect to the un- 
believing, and is hostile in its character, then it does 
not apply to believers, nor is it used to designate the 
secret Rapture. I have been looking into several 
texts of this thief-figure, and Dr. Lillie is right. It 
is for the wicked and the unprepared (See Matt. 
24: 42-44; Mark 13: 34-35; Luke 12: 39; 2 Pet. 3: 
TOS Rey. 3 a sTO iTS). 

2 Thessalonians 1:10: “In that day.” “ Con- 
nected, however, as it appears to be, with the whole 
result of the Lord’s Advent. So far as that is ex- 
pressed in the tenth verse, its main force is to repre- 
sent . . .. the glorification of the Church as con- 
summated at one end the same time with the eternal 
overthrow of her enemies.” 

“A falling away first.”’—‘ Apostasy first.’—“ A 
momentous defection from the Christian faith. 
First, therefore, the apostasy and the revelation of 
the Man of Sin; and then, but not before, the Lord 
will come for the destruction of His impious rival; 
that being one main purpose of His coming, and the 
Man of Sin, not having yet appeared, it is absolutely 
certain that your present alarm is altogether visionary 
and vain. Such is plainly the argument of our text.” 
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APPENDIX G 


EXTRACTS FROM LANGE 
First Epistle of Paul to the Thessalonians 


The being caught away to meet the Lord is, in the 
Irvingite interpretation, erroneously explained, It is 
there taught that, previous to the coming tribulation, 
the company of disciples, who are witnessing for 
Jesus and waiting for Him, is brought into a condi- 
tion of safety. Their deliverance, therefore, through 
being taken away, precedes the Lord’s return. Those 
who are not looking for the coming of the Lord, nor 
striving towards it, as their punishment for this, have 
no part in the Rapture of the faithful servants, but 
must undergo the rule of the Antichrist’s reign. 
They have forfeited their title to be kept from the 
great tribulation. This whole interpretation has at 
least no sort of foundation in our text. But Paul 
speaks of a swift-coming to meet the Lord, without 
regard to the question whether this is before or‘after 
the endurance of tribulation. To the view of Chris- 
tendom in general he holds up, as prior to the coming 
of the Lord, the coming of the apostacy, and the 
tyranny of the Man of Sin. Altogether it is possible 
to love the coming of the Lord Jesus, without adopt- 
ing the peculiar Irvingite exegesis. (Lange. Pub- 
lished by Chas. Scribner & Co., 1871. Page-79.) 


Second Epistle of Paul to the Thessalonians 

Mere caprice also is the Irvingite distinction be- 
tween the parousia (coming), by which believers 
from among the Gentiles shall be caught away to the 
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Lord, and the subsequent appearing of the parousia 
(coming), in which the Jews are concerned. 
(Lange. Page 130.) 

Luthardt properly remarks, in reference to the Irv- 
ingite doctrine of the translation, that to promise 
glory without the full experience of the cross is a 
sign that the flesh has to do with these notions; and 
he describes as fanatical that expectation, in which 
the eye is held in mere searches into the future, and 
draws from it no genuine strength for work in the 
present. (Lange. Page 133.) 

But if “the intercessory Church withdrew alto- 
gether, there would no longer be any church; and the 
Church cannot be taken out of the way before the 
appearance of the Antichrist; it is impossible that the 
Antichrist should not come till after the Church is 
removed ; for that which excites his wrath is just the 
Church itself, which he persecutes, without being able 
to set it aside. Even the Irvingite reference to the 
company of the chosen ones, which should be caught 
away before the coming of the Antichrist, is 
thoroughly untenable; that whole doctrine would 
have to be previously established, as is not the case, 
to make the reference at all plausible. (Lange. 


Page 139.) 


Printed in the United States of America 
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